
Revealing Exchange

Romans 1:17- 2:1









Truth / Lie Exchange



Romans 1:17–2:1

For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by 
faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” The wrath 
of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of 
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about 
God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.  For since the creation of 
the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been 
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without 
excuse.  For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks 
to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  
Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals 
and reptiles.  Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual 
impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.  They exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—
who is forever praised. Amen.



Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged 
natural sexual relations for unnatural ones.  In the same way the men also abandoned 
natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. 
Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due 
penalty for their error.  Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain 
the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what 
ought not to be done.  They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, 
greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are 
gossips,  slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of 
doing evil; they disobey their parents;  they have no understanding, no fidelity, no 
love, no mercy.  Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such 
things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve
of those who practice them. You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on 
someone else, for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, 
because you who pass judgment do the same things.
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faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” The wrath 
of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of 
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about 
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Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals 
and reptiles. God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity 
for the degrading of their bodies with one another.  They exchanged the truth about God 
for worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever 
praised. Amen.



Genesis 6:5-8; 8:21

The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the 

earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all 

the time. The LORD regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart 

was deeply troubled.  So the LORD said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human 

race I have created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that move 

along the ground—for I regret that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes 

of the LORD.

The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the 

ground because of humans, even though every inclination of the human heart is evil 

from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.
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Romans 7:18-21

For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have 

the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  For I do not do the good I want 

to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing.  Now if I do what I do not 

want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  So I find this 

law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me.
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Psalm 19:1-4a

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.

They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them.

Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.



Psalm 19:1-4a

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge.

They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them.

Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.

Eccl. 3:11

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human 

heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.
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Truth / Lie Exchange

◦ Glory of Creator for Glory of Creation = worship and serve idols, creation, 

mankind’s glory / creations > sinful desires, sexual impurity



Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women 

exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones.  In the same way the men 

also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for 

one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in 

themselves the due penalty for their error.  Furthermore, just as they did not 

think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a 

depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.  



Genesis 1:27-28

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them.  God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.”

Matthew 19:3-6

Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce 
his wife for any and every reason?” “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the 
beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh’? they are no longer two, but one flesh. what God has joined together, let no one 
separate.”
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shameful acts 
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parents;  they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy.  Although 
they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve 
death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those 
who practice them. 
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Romans 14:10-12

You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with 

contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.  It is written:

“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow before me;

every tongue will acknowledge God.’”

So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.


