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• Jesus’ Response 
• Jesus’ response and actions to the situation 
 

• Teaching Disciples 
• What can we (Jesus’ disciples) learn? 

 

• Application to Me 
• What can I apply to my life? 



Mark 2:1–12 
 

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people 
heard that he had come home. They gathered in such large numbers 
that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he 
preached the word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a 
paralyzed man, carried by four of them. Since they could not get  
him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof 
above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man 
was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed 
man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 



Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to 
themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
    Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were 
thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking 
these things? Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins 
are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? But I want 
you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins.” So he said to the man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go 
home.” He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them 
all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have 
never seen anything like this!” 
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• Accusation / Conflict 

• Only God forgives sin; Blasphemy 

• Jesus’ Response 
• I know what you’re thinking: forgive sin or heal?  The Son of 

Man forgives and heals!   

• Teaching Disciples 
• Jesus recognizes faith; Adoption as “son”; Spiritual healing is 

the priority; faithful / eldership prayer support 

• Application to Me 
• Jesus knows my thoughts! Who am I carrying to Jesus in faith?  

The miraculous, amazing, healing of Jesus’ forgiveness! 



Mark 2:13–17 
 

Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to 
him, and he began to teach them. As he walked along, he saw Levi 
son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” 
Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. 



While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors 
and sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for there were 
many who followed him. When the teachers of the law who were 
Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they 
asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 
    On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who  
need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous,  
but sinners.” 
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• Accusation / Conflict 

• A teacher associating with the unclean sinners? 

• Jesus’ Response 
• Heal the sick or healthy?  Sinners acknowledge their sin and 

can hear the call; self-righteous can’t acknowledge their sin or 
His call. 

• Teaching Disciples 
• Follow now!  Open up to unbelievers, outcasts (prisoners).  

Self-righteous attitudes in the church?  We’re an assembly! 

• Application to Me 
• Leave it all and follow immediately? Am I intentionally, 

hospitably reaching out?  Self-righteous?  Who … me???? 



Mark 2:18–22 
 

Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people 
came and asked Jesus, “How is it that John’s disciples and the 
disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not?” 
    Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while 
he is with them? They cannot, so long as they have him with them. 
But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from 
them, and on that day they will fast. “No one sews a patch of 
unshrunk cloth on an old garment. Otherwise, the new piece will  
pull away from the old, making the tear worse. And no one pours 
new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the 
skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they 
pour new wine into new wineskins.” 
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• Accusation / Conflict 

• Why aren’t Jesus’ disciples fasting – following THE standards? 

• Jesus’ Response 
• One required day (of atonement) for fasting; foreshadows the 

cross; the new blood (wine) covenant. 

• Teaching Disciples 
• What traditions are distracting us from the cross? Fasting is 

practiced for intense sorrow, decisions, prayer or worship.    

• Application to Me 
• Is my worship, prayer or sorrow intensely leading me to fast?  

How am I applying MY standards – new clothing / thinking? 



Mark 2:23–28 
 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grain fields, and as his 
disciples walked along, they began to pick some heads of grain.  

The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is 
unlawful on the Sabbath?” 
    He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he and 
his companions were hungry and in need? In the days of Abiathar  
the high priest, he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated 
bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some 
to his companions.” 
    Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man 
for the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” 



Mark 3:1–6 
 

Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, and a man with a 
shriveled hand was there. Some of them were looking for a reason to 
accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him 
on the Sabbath. Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, 
“Stand up in front of everyone.” 
    Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do 
good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they remained silent. 
He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their 
stubborn hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.”  
He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored.  
    Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians 
how they might kill Jesus. 



Mark 3:7–12 
 

Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from 
Galilee followed. When they heard about all he was doing, many 
people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions 
across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon. Because of the crowd 
he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the 
people from crowding him. For he had healed many, so that those 
with diseases were pushing forward to touch him. Whenever the 
impure spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out,  
“You are the Son of God.” But he gave them strict orders not to tell 
others about him. 
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• Accusation / Conflict 

• Working, Healing on the Sabbath is unlawful! 

• Jesus’s Response 
• Sarcastic; disturbed; frustrated with the twisted application; 

Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath; the life saving rest;  
foreshadowing His fulfillment of the Law as THE Sabbath Rest.  

• Teaching Disciples 
• Jesus is our Sabbath Rest;  We rest in Him; He is Lord over ALL! 

• Application to Me 
• How am I resting (anxiety) in Jesus?  Scheduled rest time? 
• Do I realize and actualize Jesus’ Lordship in spiritual warfare? 
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• Carrying People to Jesus 
• Refocused prayer disciplines; proactive elder prayer 

• Follow Jesus immediately 
•  Leave financial securities behind and follow eternal security 
• Immediately pray when I feel insecure or TOO secure 

• Intentionally reaching out / hanging out with others 
• Schedule time – pray for opportunities 
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 (more) Action Steps 
• Stop being self-righteous  

• Cry out my sin in prayer; spend more time with unbelievers 

• Pray about opportunities to fast 
• Refocused prayer; yearly fasting habit in my schedule 

• Put on new and Put off old thinking, attitudes, behavior 
• Refocused prayer disciplines on put off/put on: Eph. 4:22–24 

• When I’m distracted, anxious, insecure – REST in HIM! 
• Confirm my current/future position in Christ and His victories 
• Praise Him, Thank Him, Intercede for Others, Serve Others 
• Schedule regular time to rest with brothers & sisters in Christ 
• Schedule more time to rest at the LAKE! 
 



  
Final Action Step 

 
• Accountability  

• My family (bride, kids) 
• Accountability partner(s) 
• Fellow Elders 
• Brothers and Sisters at the Chapel 


