
Sermon on the Mount

The Distinctiveness of Disciples 

Matt. 5:11-16



Matt. 5:11-16

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, 
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. You are the salt of 
the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot. You are the light of the world. A town built on a 
hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone 
in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.



Matt. 5:10

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.



Matt. 5:10

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matt. 5:11

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me.



Matt. 5:10

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matt. 5:11

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me.

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me.



Christian persecution “at near genocide levels”

(BBC: 3 May 2019)

• The persecution of Christians in parts of the world is at near 

“genocide” levels, according to a report ordered by British foreign 

secretary Jeremy Hunt.

• The review, led by the Bishop of Truro, the Right Reverend Philip 

Mounstephen, estimated that one in three people suffer from 

religious persecution. 

• Christians were the most persecuted religious group, it found.

• From 10/31/17–11/01/18 – 245m persecuted; 4,136 killed; 

1,266 churches attacked (Word Watch List – Open Door USA)
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Col. 4:6

Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, 
so that you may know how to answer everyone.



2 Cor. 2:14:16

But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in Christ’s 
triumphal procession and uses us to spread the aroma of the 
knowledge of him everywhere. For we are to God the pleasing 
aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who 
are perishing. To the one we are an aroma that brings death; to the 
other, an aroma that brings life. And who is equal to such a task?
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You are the light of the world.



Matt. 5:14b-15a

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
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You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house.



Matt. 5:16a

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
that they may see your good deeds...
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You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
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The 5 “Senses” of Christ-“Like” Disciples

• Look Like:  Jesus/Gospel/His Good Works:   Matt. 5:16

• Sound Like:  the language of Grace:   Col. 4:6

• Smell Like:  the knowledge of God:   2 Cor. 2:14-16

• Taste Like:  God’s self-sacrificing love:   Jn. 13:34-35

• Feel Like:  Life – life of freedom and abundance:   1 Jn. 1
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• Am I recognizing persecution?  Avoiding it? Prepared 
for it?  Reacting naturally or super-naturally?

• Am I convinced that God has a plan for me to influence 
the world around me?  What is it – practically?

• Do people around me “sense” that I am different?  Are 
they attracted to how I talk?  Is my life having an impact 
on others because I am applying myself to their lives?

• How am I shielding the light of Christ in me from others?
• How would others describe my “good actions”?  
• How can I apply eternal lenses more consistently?




