






 
Ezra 4 / Haggai 1 

 
 

Opposition and Enemies  
 

  Their tactics - Our response! 
 
 
 



Ezra 4:1-5; 24 
 
When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the exiles were 
building a temple for the LORD, the God of Israel, 2 they came to 
Zerubbabel and to the heads of the families and said, “Let us help 
you build because, like you, we seek your God and have been 
sacrificing to him since the time of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who 
brought us here.” 3 But Zerubbabel, Joshua and the rest of the heads 
of the families of Israel answered, “You have no part with us in 
building a temple to our God. We alone will build it for the LORD, the 
God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia, commanded us.” 



4 Then the peoples around them set out to discourage the people of 
Judah and make them afraid to go on building.5 They bribed officials 
to work against them and frustrate their plans during the entire reign 
of Cyrus king of Persia and down to the reign of Darius king of Persia. 
 
 

24 Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusalem came to a 
standstill until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia. 
 



Ezra 3:1-3 
 

When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their 
towns, the people assembled together as one in Jerusalem.2 Then 
Joshua son of Jozadak and his fellow priests and Zerubbabel son of 
Shealtiel and his associates began to build the altar of the God of 
Israel to sacrifice burnt offerings on it, in accordance with what is 
written in the Law of Moses the man of God. 3 Despite their fear of 
the peoples around them, they built the altar on its foundation and 
sacrificed burnt offerings on it to the LORD, both the morning and 
evening sacrifices.  
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• “White” Lies  
• Twisted truth laced with lies - used to deceive and manipulate 
• These lies warp context, perspective and eventually reality 
 

• Fear of “them” and “those things” 
• Afraid of “their” control or power over us 
• Afraid of “their” opinion (damage to my image) 
• Afraid of opposing circumstances / changes 
 

• Financial Gain or Pain: Bribes / Blackmail  
• Compromising for financial gain (security) 
• Compromising to avoid financial pain (insecurity) 



Haggai 1:1-11 
 
In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, 
the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel 
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jozadak, the 
high priest:  2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These people say, 
‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the LORD’s house.’” 
3 Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it 
a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while 
this house remains a ruin?”  5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty 
says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 6 You have planted much, 
but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but 
never have your fill.  



You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put 
them in a purse with holes in it.”  7 This is what the LORD Almighty 
says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up into the mountains 
and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take 
pleasure in it and be honored,” says the LORD. 9 “You expected much, 
but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew 
away. Why?” declares the LORD Almighty. “Because of my house, 
which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house. 

10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew 
and the earth its crops. 11 I called for a drought on the fields and the 
mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the olive oil and everything 
else the ground produces, on people and livestock, and on all the 
labor of your hands.” 



1 Peter 5:8-9a 
 
8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like 
a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing 
firm in the faith… 
 

Eph. 6:12-13a 
 
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
13 Therefore put on the full armor of God… 
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• “There is no God Almighty!”  
• No creator who established, maintains and controls all things 
• No “almighty” word, communication or connection 
• No such thing as “spiritual” only temporal 
• Nothing exists beyond cause & effect based on logic 
• No “spiritual” enemy.  Things happen; not for a reason 
• No “hope” beyond life or beyond myself, my community 
 

• Misaligned Desires (Desire of temporal vs. spiritual) 
• Having more than is required vs. giving more than required 
• Accumulating for security instead of stewarding for eternity 



Haggai 1:12-15 
 
12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high 
priest, and the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the 
LORD their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the 
LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD. 
13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, gave this message of the LORD 
to the people: “I am with you,” declares the LORD. 14 So the LORD 
stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and the spirit of Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the spirit 
of the whole remnant of the people. They came and began to work 
on the house of the LORD Almighty, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth 
day of the sixth month. 
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• Thoroughly know God’s Word so you can test “truth”  
• Integrate mature Godly people into your life for accountability 
 

• Fear of “them” and “those things” 
• Fear God Almighty more than you fear “them” or “things” 
• Remember God is always in control of all things all the time 
• Pray for and respond to God’s “stirring” thru the Holy Spirit 
 

• Financial Gain or Pain: Bribes / Blackmail  
• God provides, sustains and maintains ALL of “IT” 
• Prayerfully stay committed to Eternity – dust turns to dust 



James 4:4-8 
 
4 You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the 
world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to 
be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think 
Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he 
has caused to dwell in us? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why 
Scripture says:  “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the 
humble.” 7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. 


