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Welcome to Worship

God’s grace welcomes you, and so do we — the pastor and members of
Peace! Jesus Christ is the only Savior of all people. By his perfect life,
innocent death and triumphant resurrection, Jesus saves all sinners. We
learn these truths from the Bible — God’s complete plan for our salvation
and his guidebook for our lives. Peace greets you with a warm welcome.
We look forward to seeing you again soon!

About Our Service

The gospel (or good news) is not just information about what Jesus did to
save sinners. It is also the power God uses to work faith in our hearts,
transform our lives, and give us lasting peace. Therefore, Lutheran Worship
places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy. In
the message and meal (Holy Communion), in specially selected Scripture
readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy
proclaims the good news about Jesus from start to finish. Lutheran worship
is also designed to include the participation of the entire assembly
(including children). For your ease and convenience, the order of service is
printed out on the following pages. If a song is not found in this service
folder, it can be found in the red or blue hymnals located on the chair in
front of you.

Current Worship Series: Because He Lives!

Easter Day: Death Has Lost Its Sting

April 27: We Have a Meaningful Mission

May 4: We Can See Things Clearly

May 11: We Know Jesus is Trustworthy and True

May 18: We Live Lives of Lavish Love

May 25: We Have Deep and Lasting Joy

June 1: He Reigns Over Everything for the Benefit of His Church
June 8: Christ Creates Unity within Diversity



Today’s Focus: We Have a Meaningful Mission

If Jesus remained dead, all he would provide is an example of a beautiful
life. Therefore, if Jesus remained dead, the mission of his followers would
simply be to share advice. “Here is how Jesus would want us to love one
another.” Or “Jesus would want us to think about money like this.” Or
“This is how Jesus would pray.” But because he lives his followers now have
a meaningful mission. It is not to share advice, but to testify to what we
have seen and know to be true. Christ has risen! Thus, Jesus is not a
standard, but our Savior. Jesus is not primarily an example for this life, but
the doorway into eternal life. His resurrection to glory will be the
resurrection of all who put their faith in him. Sharing that good news—
that’s our mission.

The Sunday after Easter can seem like a bit of a letdown. Chances are the
church isn’t quite as full. Even the lilies have begun to wilt. It might feel
like the fun is all over. Wrong! The adventure has just begun. Because he
lives! Therefore, we have a meaningful mission. Let us open our eyes to the
privilege and the opportunity.

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper

God wants his people to prepare the sacrament of Holy Communion
because it’s a powerful meal. See page 156 in the red hymnal for a personal
examination guide.

Service Participants:
Computer Organ: Zack Sickmann
Pastor of Peace: Pastor Welch

HE IS NOT HERE

HE HAS

RISEN



THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR

The Second Sunday After Easter

Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed sts. 1-2, Ref, 3—4
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Please stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

You are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus!
For all of us who were baptized into Christ have clothed ourselves
with Christ.

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for,
and certain of what we do not see.

This is the day the Lord has made!
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Confession and Absolution

As we come into the presence of God, we confess all our sins,
including the many times we have often been unsure about God’s
promises.

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of

choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

Silence for meditation and reflection

The name of
the triune God
and the sign
of the cross
remind
worshipers of
their
baptisms.

Galatians 3:27

Hebrews 11:1

Psalm 118:24

The use of the
keys of
absolution is
that special
right which
Christ gave to
his church on
earth: to
proclaim the
forgiveness of
sins through
Jesus. See
John 20:21-23.



Romans 10:10

1 Peter 1:18-21

Acts 10:43

John20:29

John 20:31

It is with your heart that you believe and are justified;
And it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

You know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold
that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you,
but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and
glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.

Everyone who believes in Jesus receives forgiveness of sins through
his name.

Therefore, it is by Christ’s command and with his authority that I say to
you what God says to you: In the name of Jesus T your sins are forgiven.

Your Savior also says, “Blessed are those who have not seen me and yet
have believed.”

“I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;

by believing I have life in his name.”
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Refrain
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Text: Ed Cash, b. 1971; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974

Tune: Ed Cash, b. 1971; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974

Text and tune: © 2012 Getty Music and Alletrop Music, admin. MusicServices.org and Capitol CMG Publishing. Used by permission:
Onelicense no. 734944

Prayer

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with
your word of peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish
our fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Please be seated




@,
]

The promised
presence of
the living Lord
gave Paul the
courage to
keep on
speaking the
gospel, even
when Paul
was facing
harsh
persecution.

The Word

First Reading Acts 5:12, 17-32

“The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people.
And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade.

"Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the
party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. *They arrested the
apostles and put them in the public jail. “But during the night an angel of
the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. **“Go, stand in
the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all about this new life.”

*At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and
began to teach the people.

When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the
Sanhedrin—the full assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for
the apostles. **But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them
there. So they went back and reported, ?*“We found the jail securely locked,
with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we
found no one inside.” **On hearing this report, the captain of the temple
guard and the chief priests were at a loss, wondering what this might
lead to.

*Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are
standing in the temple courts teaching the people.” *°At that, the captain
went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not use force,
because they feared that the people would stone them.

*’The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin
to be questioned by the high priest. ***We gave you strict orders not to
teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your
teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”

*Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than
human beings! **The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—
whom you killed by hanging him on a cross. *God exalted him to his own
right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance
and forgive their sins. >*We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Revelation 1:4-18

Second Reading

‘John,

To the seven churches in the province of Asia:

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to
come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, >and from Jesus Christ,
who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the
kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, °and
has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to
him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.

"“Look, he is coming with the clouds,”
and “every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him”;
and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”
So shall it be! Amen.
8«

[ am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who
was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”

°I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and
patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos
because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. ’On the Lord’s Day
I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet,
"which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven
churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia
and Laodicea.”

"I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when |
turned I saw seven golden lampstands, ®and among the lampstands was
someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and
with a golden sash around his chest. “The hair on his head was white like
wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. “His feet were
like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of
rushing waters. "°In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of
his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun
shining in all its brilliance.

"When [ saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his

right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. *°I

St. John
reminds us
that there
were
witnesses who
saw and
touched Jesus
raised from
the dead. This
resurrection
serves as
proof that
eternal life is
ours.



For centuries
in preparation
for hearing
the Gospel,
Christians
have sung or
spoken
“Alleluia!” and
a Scripture
verse
reinforcing
the theme of

thggRm-20:29

The risen
Savior offers
proof and
peace to his
disciples.

am the Living One; [ was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever!
And I hold the keys of death and Hades.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Gospel Acclamation

After a brief introduction, the congregation joins in singing the refrains.

Refrain
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Gospel

John 20:19-31

“On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” *’After he said this,
he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when
they saw the Lord.

*Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, [ am
sending you.” **And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the
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Holy Spirit. **If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do
not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

**Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not
with the disciples when Jesus came. **So the other disciples told him, “We
have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not
believe.”

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was
with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you!” *’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side.
Stop doubting and believe.”

**Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

*Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

*Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not recorded in this book. *But these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you
may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to you, O Christ!

Please be seated
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Hymn of the Day

O Sons and Daughters of the King sts. 1, 5-9
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8  Blessed are they that have not seen
and yet whose faith has constant been;
in life eternal they shall reign.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

9  On this most holy day of days
to God your hearts and voices raise
in laud and jubilee and praise.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.; attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494, abr.

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615;
Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon Revelation 1:17-18

Please stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

13
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confession is
faith’s response
to God’s saving
Word.
Christians
composed the
Nicene Creed in
the fourth
century to
defend the
Bible’s
teachings that
both Jesus
Christ and the
Holy Spirit are
true God, equal
to the Fatherin
one eternal,
undivided
Trinity.



Please be seated

Offering

The members of Pedce have joined together in the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7) to
do the Lord’s work of sharing the message of Jesus. Visitors need not feel obligated. You
are our guests!

Kindly fill out one of our Connection Cards. You may place it in the offering plate or hand
it to an usher.

Prayer of the Church

Please stand. The Pastor will speak the prayer of the church and the congregation will
joinin the Lord's prayer.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.
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We believe what God’s Word says. God’s Word clearly teaches that along
with the bread and wine we receive Christ’s body and blood for the
forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:26,28; Mk. 14:22,24; Lk. 22:19-22). God’s Word
also tells us that those who take Communion together are to:

1. Recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are miraculously present

in the Sacrament (1 Cor. 10:16; 11:29),

2. Examine their hearts (1 Cor. 11:28), and

3. Be united in faith with the congregation with which they commune (1

Cor. 10:17).
Therefore we ask that those who have not had the opportunity to understand
our Scriptural confession would speak with the pastor before participating in
the Lord’s Supper this morning. If you would like to come forward to receive
a blessing, simply cross your arms as the pastor approaches. It is our sincere
desire to share in the blessings of the Lord’s Supper with you according to the
pattern Jesus himself has given in his Word.

The Sacrament T '2?3‘
e
T )

|

Introduction to the Lord's Supper

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away
the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting
life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name.
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John the
Baptist
declared Jesus
to be God’s
Lamb (Agnus
Dei), who was
offered as a
sacrifice for
sin once for
all.

Words of Institution

The pastor speaks the words of institution according to 1 Corinthians 11. Afterward, the
congregation will sing the song below.
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Distribution
After the song, please be seated. Communicants will come forward at the usher’s
direction.

Please stand
Thanksgiving

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving
gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and
increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Please be seated
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Hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns
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3 Crown him the Lord of life, who  tri-umphed o’er the grave
4 Crown him the Lord of heav’n, en - throned in worlds a - bove;
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hark how the heav’'nly an-them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
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crown him the King to whom is giv'n the won-drous name of Love.
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and hail him as thy match-less King thro’ all e - ter - ni - tv.

but down-ward bends his won-d’ring eye at mys-ter - ies so bright.

who died e - ter - nal life to bring and lives that death may die.

crown him, vye kings,with man - y crowns for he is King of all
Text (sts. 1-2, 4): Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, abr., alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
Text and tune: Public domain

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version’, NIV'. Copyright
©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc."™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing Hou
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Announcements

Foundations of Faith

Foundations is for everyone: people interested in becoming members,
those looking to build their faith, or the curious observer who wants to
study the Bible without feeling obligated to join a church. This study is
Bible-based and discussion-centered. Classes can be arranged to fit
personal schedules

To get plugged in or to request more information, contact Pastor Welch
(pastor@peacehoughton.org). Childcare is available upon request.

Online Offering Option
If you would like to give an online offering today, please scan the QR code.
All online donations are safe and go directly to Peace.

Summer Backpacking Trip to Pictured Rocks National

Lakeshore - August 20-22

Members of Peace, MTU, and NMU students are invited to come to
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore for three days and two nights. The cost
is only $20. You can sign up online or at the table at the entryway.

Thank You, Pastor Doerr!

Pastor Doerr serves at Garden Homes in Milwaukee, WI. He is the
Father of Benji Doerr, who graduated yesterday. Thank you, Pastor
Doerr, for sharing God’s word with us and leading us in worship
today!

Farewell students

The students hold a special place in the heart of Peace and it’s members.
You will be missed. Have a very safe and enjoyable summer vacation. We
already can’t wait to see you next year. To those of you who are graduating,
God’s blessings to you in the next chapter of your life!
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PEACE

LUTHERAN CHURCH

47745 Mill Rd.
Houghton, MI 49931

Office: 906-482-1602

Pastor Welch’s Cell: 906-231-6835

Pastor Welch'’s Email: pastor@peacehoughton.org

Peacehoughton.org

Our mission is to spread the gospel of Christ, to gather college students and
the local community into a family of believers, and to share the message of
hope and the promise of salvation through grace.
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