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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
God’s grace welcomes you, and so do we — the pastor and members of 

Peace!  Jesus Christ is the only Savior of all people. By his perfect life, 

innocent death and triumphant resurrection, Jesus saves all sinners. We 

learn these truths from the Bible — God’s complete plan for our salvation 

and his guidebook for our lives. Peace greets you with a warm welcome. 

We look forward to seeing you again soon! 

 

SERVICE THEME: Rethinking our Appetites    
We use the word “appetite” to describe a powerful desire for something. So, 
what is it you crave the most? Where does your mind go in those quiet 
moments? What do you want? Power? What do you dream about? 
Prestige? For what do you hunger? Pleasure? Are our appetites healthy? 

A truly healthy appetite is one that aligns with our deepest needs: 
forgiveness, salvation, communion with God, loving relationships with 
others. The believer is ravenous for such things! And all of those blessings 
are on the menu of the Lord’s Supper. Some view Holy Communion as just 
a religious ritual. Far from it! In this meal, Christ satisfies our greatest 
appetites. 

 

Preparation for The Lord’s Supper  
God wants his people to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

because it’s a powerful meal. For help with personal preparation, see page 

156 in the red hymnal.  

 

Service Participants 

Computer Organist: Zack Sickmann 

Pastor of Peace: Pastor Welch 
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ORDER OF SERVICE FOR HOLY THURSDAY 

This order of service highlights the impactful nature of Holy Week and puts special focus 

on the Lord’s Supper through message, lesson, prayer, and songs. Believers receive 

Christ in the sacrament and respond with thanks and praise. 

 

Hymn       Go to Dark Gethsemane 
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Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Worship Preparation 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard again 
how our Lord walked the path of suffering which led him to the cross for 
our salvation. We have also heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle 
against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and 
one another. This is the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; 
God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue 
with us because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior. 
 
Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and 
new life. In the absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. 
This absolution we should not doubt but firmly believe that our sins are 
thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it comes to us in the name and by 
the command of our Lord. 
 
We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to 
be servants to each other, as Jesus became our servant. 
  
In Holy Communion, first instituted on this night, the members of Christ’s 
body participate most intimately in his love. Remembering our Lord’s Last 
Supper with his disciples, we eat the bread and drink the cup of this meal. 
Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and blood for forgiveness 
and participate in that new covenant that makes us one with him and one 
another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet we will 
share with all the faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of 
our reconciliation with God and each other. 

 

The name of 
the triune God 
and the sign 
of the cross 
remind 
worshipers of 
their 
baptisms. 
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Confession 
Please stand 
 

Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.  
 

Hymn           I lay My Sins on Jesus sts. 1-3 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt. Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–1876 Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Silence for meditation 

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.  

Cleanse me from my sins. 

Release me from my guilt.  

Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.  
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Absolution 
 
The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for 
all. For his sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his 
marvelous light.  
 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I say to you 
what God says: all your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has 

promised us the power to forgive and love each other. Relying on his 

promise, therefore, be reconciled with one another, and extend to each 

other the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Hymn       I lay My Sins on Jesus st. 4 

 
 
 

After his 
resurrection, 
Jesus promised 
that when 
Christians forgive 
each other’s sins, 
their words are as 
valid and certain 
as his (John 20:22-
23).  
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Prayer of the Day  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, you give us your 

true body and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on a 

cross. Grant us so firmly to believe your words and promise that we may 

always partake of this sacrament to our eternal good; for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Reading                            Exodus 12:21-30 (EHV) 

21Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go 
and take lambs for yourselves according to your family size, and slaughter 
the Passover lamb. 22You shall take a bundle of hyssop, dip it in the blood 
that is in the basin, and paint the lintel and the two doorposts with the 
blood that is in the basin. None of you are to go out of the door of your 
house until morning. 23When the LORD passes through to strike Egypt and 
sees the blood on the lintel and the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over 
that door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike 
you.  

24“You shall observe these instructions as a perpetual regulation for you 
and your descendants. 25When you enter the land that the LORD will give 
you just as he said he would, you shall observe this ceremony. 26So when 
your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ 27you will 
say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the Passover to the LORD, who passed over the 
houses of the Israelites in Egypt. When he struck the Egyptians, he spared 
our houses.’ ”  

The people bowed down and worshipped. 28The Israelites went and did 
all this. They did just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron.  

29At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on his throne, to the 
firstborn of the prisoner who was in the dungeon, even all the firstborn of 
the livestock. 30During the night Pharaoh got up—he, all his servants, and 
all the Egyptians—and there was a loud outcry in Egypt, for there was not a 
house where there was not someone dead.  

 

Pharoah 
hungered for 
slave labor for 
Egypt. Israel was 
starving for 
salvation. The 
LORD 
satisfied that 
hunger through 
the Passover 
meal. 
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Passion History           Mark 14:12-26  (EHV) 
12On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover 

lamb is sacrificed, his disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go 

and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 13He sent two of his disciples and 

said to them, “Go into the city, and there a man carrying a jar of water will 

meet you. Follow him. 14Wherever he enters, tell the owner of the house 

that the Teacher says, ‘Where is my guest room, where I may eat the 

Passover with my disciples?’ 15He will show you a large upper room, 

furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.”  

16His disciples left and went into the city and found things just as he had 

told them; and they prepared the Passover.  

17When it was evening, he arrived with the Twelve.  

18While they were reclining and eating, Jesus said, “Amen I tell you: One of 

you will betray me, one who is eating with me.”  

19They began to be sorrowful and said to him one by one, “Surely not I?”  

20He said to them, “It is one of the Twelve, one who is dipping bread with 

me in the dish. 21Indeed, the Son of Man is going to go just as it has been 

written about him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.”  

22While they were eating, Jesus took bread. When he had blessed it, he 

broke it and gave it to them, saying, “Take it. This is my body.”  

23Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them. They all drank 

from it. 24He said to them, “This is my blood of the new testament, which is 

poured out for many. 25Amen I tell you: I will certainly not drink again of 

the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of 

God.” 26After they sang a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

Judas’ appetite 
for money would 
lead him to 
betray Jesus. 
Jesus hungered 
for our salvation. 
So on this night, 
he instituted the 
Lord’s Supper.  
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Hymn                      The Lamb  
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Sermon                 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 (EHV) 
16The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of 
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a communion of the body of 
Christ?  
17Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 
partake of the one bread.  

 

Please stand 

Prayer of the Church  

Lord God, heavenly Father, author of the everlasting covenant and giver of 
the cup of salvation,  
We gather in your courts to offer you our sacrifice of thanksgiving.  
 
For fulfilling your promise to establish a new covenant through the blood 
of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
We give you humble thanks and praise.  
 
As our Lord Jesus Christ gave thanks to you when he broke the bread, as he 
gave thanks to you when he took the cup,  

We give you humble thanks and praise. 

Precious Savior, both Priest and offering, awe and wonder fill our hearts as we 
partake of your body, broken for us, and your blood, shed for us.  

We praise you, bless you, and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In our poverty of righteousness, we have nothing to offer. Without your 
tremendous sacrifice, we would still be in our sins,  
But through your sacrament of the New Testament, we are assured that 
our iniquities are forgiven and our sins are no longer remembered.  
 
O Holy Spirit, dwell within us as we remember our Lord’s death in this 
sacrament. Enter our hearts to strengthen our faith and fill us with gratitude 
for your great mercy.  
Move us to encourage one another to love and to do good works.  



 11 

 

We believe what God’s Word says. God’s Word clearly teaches 
that along with the bread and wine we receive Christ’s body and 
blood for the forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:26,28; Mk. 14:22,24; Lk. 
22:19-22). God’s Word also tells us that those who take 
Communion together are to:  
1. Recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are miraculously 
present in the Sacrament (1 Cor. 10:16; 11:29),  
2. Examine their hearts (1 Cor. 11:28), and  
3. Be united in faith with the congregation with which they 
commune (1 Cor. 10:17). 
Therefore we ask that those who have not had the opportunity to 
understand our Scriptural confession would speak with the 
pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper this morning. If 
you would like to come forward to receive a blessing, simply cross 
your arms as the pastor approaches. It is our sincere desire to 
share in the blessings of the Lord’s Supper with you according to 
the pattern Jesus himself has given in his Word.  
 

 
As our Lord served his disciples by washing their feet, so may we also humbly 
serve one another.  

Help us live our lives as sacrifices of thanksgiving to him who first loved 

us. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
The Sacrament  
 
Please stand 
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Sing to the tune of O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

Words of Institution  
The pastor speaks the words of institution as found in 1 Corinthians 11. 

 

After the pastor speaks the words of institution, the congregation will join to sing the 

stanza below.  
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Distribution 
Please be seated after the song.  Communicants will come forward at the usher’s 
direction.  

Response to the Sacrament   
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving 
gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 
increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

The final hymn is printed on the next page. 

 

Stripping of the Altar  
The altar is solemnly stripped during the final hymn to recognize the Lord’s 

abandonment by his disciples and in preparation for Good Friday.  

 

There is no blessing at the end of the service. 

The lights will be dimmed at the conclusion of the hymn. 
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Hymn             What Wondrous Love Is This 

 

You may remain for prayer and meditation before departing quietly. 
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Announcement 

Holy Week Schedule  

Good Friday – March 29 – 6:30 pm 

Easter Sunday – March 31 – 10:15 am with Easter brunch at 9:00 
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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

47745 Mill Rd.  
Houghton, MI 49931 

 
Office: 906-482-1602  

 

 Pastor Welch Cell: 906-231-6835 

 

Peacehoughton.org 
 
 
 
 

Our mission is to spread the gospel of Christ, to gather college students and the local community 
into a family of believers, and to share the message of hope and the promise of salvation through 

grace.   
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