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Welcome to Worship 
God’s grace welcomes you, and so do we — the pastor and members of 

Peace!  Jesus Christ is the only Savior of all people. By his perfect life, 

innocent death and triumphant resurrection, Jesus saves all sinners. We 

learn these truths from the Bible — God’s complete plan for our salvation 

and his guidebook for our lives. Peace greets you with a warm welcome. 

We look forward to seeing you again soon! 

About Our Service 
The gospel (or good news) is not just information about what Jesus did to 

save sinners. It is also the power God uses to work faith in our hearts, 

transform our lives, and give us lasting peace. Therefore, Lutheran Worship 

places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy. In 

the message and meal (Holy Communion), in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy 

proclaims the good news about Jesus from start to finish. Lutheran worship 

is also designed to include the participation of the entire assembly 

(including children). For your ease and convenience, the order of service is 

printed out on the following pages. If a song is not found in this service 

folder, it can be found in the red or blue hymnals located on the chair in 

front of you.  

 

Current Worship Series: Undivided Attention 

June 15: (Holy Trinity) On the Majesty and Mystery of Our God 

June 22: On the Mission Right Before Us 

June 29: On the Rock-Solid Foundation 

July 6: On Christ’s Call for Commitment 

July 13: On a Neighbor In Need 

July 20: On the One Thing Needed 

July 27: On the Privilege and Purpose of Prayer 

August 3: On Useful Resources 

August 10: On Heavenly Treasure 
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Today’s Focus: On the Rock-Solid Foundation 

There are many things a person can build their life on: success, comfort, 

People can base their lives on many things: success, comfort, family, or 

health, among others. None of these are wrong in themselves, but they can 

be lost easily. That’s why we build our lives, faith, and church on the one 

sure foundation that always offers true peace and satisfaction to our souls: 

Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of the living God. We declare this truth with 

our words and actions, trusting that when we do, we will never fall. 
 

 

Service Participants: 
Computer Organ: Mary Ann Krug 

Pastor of Peace: Pastor Welch  
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR 

                   Sunday, June 29, 2025  

Hymn In Christ Alone sts. 1–3 
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Please stand 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 
us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 
  
By Jesus' command and authority, I say to you what God says. Your sins are 
forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
 

The name of 
the triune 
God and the 
sign of the 
cross remind 
worshipers of 
their 
baptisms. 

The use of the 
keys of 
absolution is 
that special 
right which 
Christ gave to 
his church on 
earth: to 
proclaim the 
forgiveness of 
sins through 
Jesus. See 
John 20:21-23. 

1 John 1:9 
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Text and tune: © 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734944 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, you gave the apostles Peter and Paul courage to lay down 
their lives for the sake of your Son. Grant that, like them, we may boldly 
confess your saving truth and be ready at all times to lay down our lives for 
him who laid down his life for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
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The apostles 
Paul and Peter 
led the early 
Christian 
church to see 
that all people 
are saved by 
grace, not by 
works or 
heritage.   

The Word  

First Reading Acts 15:1–12 

 1Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the 
believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by 
Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp 
dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along 
with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and 
elders about this question. 3The church sent them on their way, and as they 
traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had 
been converted. This news made all the believers very glad. 4When they 
came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles 
and elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through 
them. 
 5Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees 
stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep 
the law of Moses.” 
 6The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7After much 
discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that 
some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear 
from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 8God, who knows the 
heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just 
as he did to us. 9He did not discriminate between us and them, for he 
purified their hearts by faith. 10Now then, why do you try to test God by 
putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors 
have been able to bear? 11No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord 
Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” 
 12The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and 
Paul telling about the signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles 
through them. 
 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Peter and Paul 
were great 
leaders for the 
Christian 
church 
because they 
pointed 
people to 
Christ rather 
than 
themselves.  

Acts 2:32 

Children’s Lesson 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 3:16–23 

 16Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit dwells in your midst? 17If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will 
destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that 
temple. 
 18Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the 
standards of this age, you should become “fools” so that you may become 
wise. 19For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is 
written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”; 20and again, “The Lord 
knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” 21So then, no more boasting 
about human leaders! All things are yours, 22whether Paul or Apollos or 
Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are 
yours, 23and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 

Verse of the Day 

 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.
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Gospel Matthew 16:13–19 

 13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
 14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
 15“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 
 17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18And I tell 
you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Peter gives 
the rock-solid 
confession 
about Jesus. 
The church is 
built on this 
fundamental 
truth about 
Jesus’ 
identity.  
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Hymn of the Day  Reformation Song sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–4 
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Sermon Matthew 16:13-19 

 

Confession of Faith Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offering 

The members of Peace have joined together in the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7) to 
do the Lord’s work of sharing the message of Jesus. Visitors need not feel obligated. 
You are our guests!  
 
Kindly fill out one of our Connection Cards. You may place it in the offering plate or hand 
it to an usher. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
Please stand.  
 
 
 
 

Public 
confession is 
faith’s response 
to God’s saving 
Word. Christians 
composed the 
Apostle’s Creed 
in the fourth 
century to 
defend the 
Bible’s 
teachings that 
both Jesus 
Christ and the 
Holy Spirit are 
true God, equal 
to the Father in 
one eternal, 
undivided 
Trinity.                      
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 
ever! 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numbers 6:22 

Ephesians 3:20-21 
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Hymn  O Church, Arise 
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Announcements 

Foundations of Faith 
Foundations is for everyone: people interested in becoming members, 
those looking to build their faith, or the curious observer who wants to 
study the Bible without feeling obligated to join a church. This study is 
Bible-based and discussion-centered. Classes can be arranged to fit 
personal schedules 
 
To get plugged in or to request more information, contact Pastor Welch 
(pastor@peacehoughton.org). Childcare is available upon request. 
 

Online Offering Option 
If you would like to give an online offering today, please scan the QR code.  
All online donations are safe and go directly to Peace.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright 

© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House 

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 

Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734944 
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47745 Mill Rd.  

Houghton, MI 49931 
 

Office: 906-482-1602  
 

 Pastor Welch’s Cell: 906-231-6835 
 

Pastor Welch’s Email: pastor@peacehoughton.org 
 
 
 

Peacehoughton.org 
 
 
 
 

Our mission is to spread the gospel of Christ, to gather college students and 
the local community into a family of believers, and to share the message of 

hope and the promise of salvation through grace.   

\\ 
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