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Welcome to Worship 
God’s grace welcomes you, and so do we — the pastor and members of 

Peace!  Jesus Christ is the only Savior of all people. By his perfect life, 

innocent death and triumphant resurrection, Jesus saves all sinners. We 

learn these truths from the Bible — God’s complete plan for our salvation 

and his guidebook for our lives. Peace greets you with a warm welcome. 

We look forward to seeing you again soon! 

About Our Service 
The gospel (or good news) is not just information about what Jesus did to 

save sinners. It is also the power God uses to work faith in our hearts, 

transform our lives, and give us lasting peace. Therefore, Lutheran Worship 

places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy. In 

the message and meal (Holy Communion), in specially selected Scripture 

readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy 

proclaims the good news about Jesus from start to finish. Lutheran worship 

is also designed to include the participation of the entire assembly 

(including children). For your ease and convenience, the order of service is 

printed out on the following pages. If a song is not found in this service 

folder, it can be found in the red or blue hymnals located on the chair in 

front of you.  

 

Current Worship Series: Undivided Attention 

June 15: (Holy Trinity) On the Majesty and Mystery of Our God 

June 22: On the Mission Right Before Us 

June 29: On the Rock-Solid Foundation 

July 6: On Christ’s Call for Commitment 

July 13: On a Neighbor In Need 

July 20: On the One Thing Needed 

July 27: On the Privilege and Purpose of Prayer 

August 3: On Useful Resources 

August 10: On Heavenly Treasure 

 



 3 

 

Series Theme: Undivided Attention 
We live in a world where a thousand things are competing for our 

attention. There is the real danger that we focus on the frivolous and 

ignore the indispensable. As a result, we often talk about the importance of 

being “free from distraction.” But the stakes are higher than that. We need 

to be freed from distraction. We need the spiritual power to give our 

undivided attention to that which truly makes a difference, not only here 

and now, but also in eternity. A life focused on all the right things is only 

possible because of a Savior who is always focused on us. On the Day of 

Pentecost, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to give his followers power and focus. 

Still today, through his Word, Jesus grants those gifts to his disciples. 

 

We have come to the second half of the Church Year. In the first half, we 

focused on the life of Christ. In this second half, we turn our attention to 

all the teachings of Christ. May we give them our undivided attention. 

 

Today’s Focus:  On the One Thing Needed 

Most would agree with Jesus’ teaching that “Few things are needed” (Luke 

10:42). We understand that people often confuse their wants with needs. 

We might want many things; but in reality, we only need a few things. So, 

we would agree with Jesus. “Few things are needed.” However, Jesus said 

more. “Few things are needed—or indeed only one.” Now we might object. 

There seems to be more than one true need. We need water, food, clothing, 

shelter, friendship, etc. Yet, what Jesus said is true. Because only one 

thing—the gospel—can create and sustain the faith that makes one God’s 

dear child and an heir of the everlasting kingdom. If you didn’t have water, 

you would die in a few days; without oxygen, in a few minutes. But without 

Jesus speaking to us through his Word, there is no hope for eternal life in 

heaven. We literally need the gospel more than water or oxygen. So, let us 

listen to Jesus speak, giving him our undivided attention. 
 

Service Participants: 
Computer Organ: Mary Ann Krug 

Pastor of Peace: Pastor Welch 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR 

                   Sunday, July 20, 2025  

Hymn In Christ Alone sts. 1–3 
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Please stand 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 
us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 
  
By Jesus' command and authority, I say to you what God says. Your sins are 
forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
 

The name of 
the triune 
God and the 
sign of the 
cross remind 
worshipers of 
their 
baptisms. 

The use of the 
keys of 
absolution is 
that special 
right which 
Christ gave to 
his church on 
earth: to 
proclaim the 
forgiveness of 
sins through 
Jesus. See 
John 20:21-23. 

1 John 1:9 
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Text and tune: © 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734944 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By 
your Holy Spirit, help us to receive it with joy and bring forth fruits in faith, 
hope, and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
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With his 
gracious visit 
and gracious 
words, the 
Lord gives 
Sarah exactly 
what she 
needs most—
a 
strengthened 
faith in God’s 
promise of a 
child. 

The Word  

First Reading Genesis 18:1-14 

 1The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he 
was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2Abraham 
looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he 
hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the 
ground. 
 3He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your 
servant by. 4Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your 
feet and rest under this tree. 5Let me get you something to eat, so you can 
be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have come to your 
servant.” 
 “Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” 
 6So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three 
seahs of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.” 
 7Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to 
a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8He then brought some curds and 
milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these before them. While 
they ate, he stood near them under a tree. 
 9“Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. 
 “There, in the tent,” he said. 
 10Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next 
year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” 
 Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind 
him. 11Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the 
age of childbearing. 12So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I 
am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?” 
 13Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I 
really have a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too hard for the Lord? I 
will return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a 
son.” 
 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Through the 
gospel Christ 
gives us what 
we need—a 
faith which 
bears fruits in 
our 
individual lives 
and in his 
wider church. 

 

Children’s Lesson 

Second Reading Colossians 1:1–14 

 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our 
brother, 
 2To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in 
Christ: 
 Grace and peace to you from God our Father. 
 3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 
for you, 4because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love 
you have for all God’s people— 5the faith and love that spring from the 
hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard 
in the true message of the gospel 6that has come to you. In the same way, 
the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just 
as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly 
understood God’s grace. 7You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow 
servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8and who also 
told us of your love in the Spirit. 
 9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped 
praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of 
his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10so 
that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: 
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11being 
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you 
may have great endurance and patience, 12and giving joyful thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people 
in the kingdom of light. 13For he has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
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One sister 
served Jesus, 
which was 
lovely. The 
other sister 
wanted to be 
served by 
Jesus, which is 
the one thing 
needed. 

Mark 8:34 
For centuries 

in preparation 

for hearing 

the Gospel, 

Christians 

have sung or 

spoken 

“Alleluia!” and 

a   Scripture 

verse 

reinforcing 

the theme of 

the day. 

Verse of the Day: Isaiah 55:11 

Alleluia. My word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I 
desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. Alleluia. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel                  Luke 10:38-42 

 
 38As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where 
a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39She had a sister called 
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40But Martha was 
distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him 
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and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work 
by myself? Tell her to help me!” 
 41“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about 
many things, 42but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has 
chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Hymn of the Day  Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
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Sermon                 Luke 10:38-42 
 

Confession of Faith Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Public 
confession is 
faith’s response 
to God’s saving 
Word. 
Christians 
composed the 
Nicene Creed in 
the fourth 
century to 
defend the 
Bible’s 
teachings that 
both Jesus 
Christ and the 
Holy Spirit are 
true God, equal 
to the Father in 
one eternal, 
undivided 
Trinity.                      
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Offering 

The members of Peace have joined together in the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7) to 
do the Lord’s work of sharing the message of Jesus. Visitors need not feel obligated. You 
are our guests!  
 
Kindly fill out one of our Connection Cards. You may place it in the offering plate or hand 
it to an usher. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Please stand. The Pastor speaks the Prayer of the Church and the congregation will join 
together to pray the Lord’s Prayer.  

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 
We believe what God’s Word says. God’s Word clearly teaches that along with the bread and 

wine we receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:26,28; Mk. 

14:22,24; Lk. 22:19-22). God’s Word also tells us that those who take Communion together are 

to:  

1. Recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are miraculously present in the Sacrament 

(1 Cor. 10:16; 11:29),  

2. Examine their hearts (1 Cor. 11:28), and  

3. Be united in faith with the congregation with which they commune (1 Cor. 10:17). 

 

Therefore we ask that those who have not had the opportunity to understand our Scriptural 

confession would speak with the pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper this morning. 

If you would like to come forward to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms as the pastor 

approaches. It is our sincere desire to share in the blessings of the Lord’s Supper with you 

according to the pattern Jesus himself has given in his Word.  



 13 

 

Introduction to the Lord's Supper  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away 
the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting 
life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name.  

Words of Institution 

The pastor speaks the words of institution according to 1 Corinthians 11. Afterward, the 
congregation will sing the song below. 

Lamb of God  

 

 

 
 

John the 
Baptist 
declared Jesus 
to be God’s 
Lamb (Agnus 
Dei), who was 
offered as a 
sacrifice for 
sin once for 
all.     

These opening 
words mark the 
beginning of 
the Sacrament 
and are among 
the oldest 
words in the 
liturgy. 
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Distribution  

After the song, please be seated.  Communicants will come forward at the usher’s 
direction.  
 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving 
gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 
increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 
ever! 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

Numbers 6:22 

Ephesians 3:20-21 

1 Cor.  11:26 

Psalm 136:1 
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Hymn  How Firm a Foundation 

 

 

 

 
Text: A Selection of Hymns, London, 1787, ed. John Rippon, alt. 

Tune: Genuine Church Music, Winchester, 1832, ed. Joseph Funk 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Announcements 

Foundations of Faith 
Foundations is for everyone: people interested in becoming members, 
those looking to build their faith, or the curious observer who wants to 
study the Bible without feeling obligated to join a church. This study is 
Bible-based and discussion-centered. Classes can be arranged to fit 
personal schedules 
 
To get plugged in or to request more information, contact Pastor Welch 
(pastor@peacehoughton.org). Childcare is available upon request. 
 

Online Offering Option 
If you would like to give an online offering today, please scan the QR code.  
All online donations are safe and go directly to Peace.   
 

Sermon Discussion Guide 
On the table by the entryway, you will find a stack of sermon discussion 
guides. These are for you and your family to bring home as weekly 
devotional material so you can meditate on the sermon throughout the 
week. Take one with you as you exit today.  
 

Personal Bible Study Guide 
As mentioned in the sermon, personal Bible study guides will be available 
on the back table. This approach to studying the Bible is known as The 
Four Strands of Prayer, and it was developed by Martin Luther. Christians 
have been using this Bible study format for hundreds of years. So, take one 
home with you and give it a try! May the Lord bless your study of his word! 
 

Pastor Welch Vacation 
Next week, my family and I will be out of town for vacation. Guest pastor 
Keith Kuschel will be leading worship. If you need to reach me while I am 
away, you can reach me by phone or email.  
 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright 

© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.
TM

 Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
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