
OFFENSE, DEFENSE, AND THE CLOCK 
Romans 13:8–14  

1. OFFENSIVE STRATEGY 

Romans 13:8 (ESV) 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 
  
  
Psalm 37:21 (ESV) 
21 The wicked borrows but does not pay back, but the righteous is generous and gives; 

Romans 1:14–15 (ESV) 
14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the 

foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 
  
Matthew 18:23–35 (ESV) 
23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him 
who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master 
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 
payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the 
master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that 
same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he 
should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had 
taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should 
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in 
anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 
So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 

  
Romans 13:8–10 (ESV) 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You 
shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of 
the law. 

  



2. THE CLOCK 

Romans 13:11 (ESV) 
11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 
   
1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 (ESV) 
16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice 

of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with 
the Lord. 

  
3. THE DEFENSIVE STRATEGY 

Romans 13:12–14 (ESV) 
12 The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of 

darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, 
not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

Matthew 5:29–30 (ESV) 
29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that 

you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30 
And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better 
that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell. 

  
Hebrews 12:1 (ESV) 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 

aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, 

  


