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“The Fall” – started high, ended 
low



Humanity = beings made in the 
image of God; very good



Humanity = beings made in the 
image of God; very good

Genesis 1:26-31



Spiritual, eternal, relational, 
glorious (power, beauty, joy, 

reason, creativity, love);  alive, 
truly alive



The Fall

Genesis 2:16-17; Genesis 3



The effects of the fall



The effects of the fall

1. Death



Romans 5:12, "Therefore, just 
as sin came into the world 

through one man, and death 
through sin, and so death 

spread to all men because all 
sinned."



2. Every human’s basic nature 
is corrupted – aka “the flesh” 

and “depravity”



2. Every human’s basic nature 
is corrupted – aka “the flesh” 

and “depravity”

We aren’t sinners because we 
sin, we sin because we’re 

sinners



Matthew 15:18–19 "But what comes 
out of the mouth proceeds from the 
heart, and this defiles a person. For 
out of the heart come evil thoughts, 

murder, adultery, sexual 
immorality, theft, false witness, 

slander."



Psalm 51:5, "Behold, I was 
brought forth in iniquity, and in 

sin did my mother conceive 
me." 



3. The relationship with God I 
was designed for is broken



“the fall” – or “depravity” means 
not only that we are not in a right 

relationship with God, it also 
means we are completely 

incapable of ever re-instating that 
right relationship with God – we’re 

powerless and utterly corrupt



Isaiah 64:6
All of us have become like one 

who is unclean, and all our 
righteous acts are like filthy 
rags; we all shrivel up like a 

leaf, and like the wind our sins 
sweep us away.



Jeremiah 17:9
The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately sick; 

who can understand it? –
desperately sick means we can’t 

get better on our own –
See Romans 3:9-18



Don’t confuse residue with 
righteousness



Colossians 1:21 describes our 
state as “alienated and hostile”

Romans 5:10 describes us as 
“enemies of God” in our fallen 

state



As such, in our fallen state, our 
destiny is “a fearful expectation 
of judgment and of raging fire 
that will consume the enemies 

of God” Hebrews 10:27



John 3:18 “Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because 
they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only 

Son.”



John 15:5 “I am the vine; you 
are the branches. If you remain 
in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you 

can do nothing.”



Ephesians 5:18 “Do not get 
drunk on wine, which leads to 
debauchery. Instead, be filled 

with the Spirit,”


