
Be This Attitude 

Opening Text: Matthew 5: 1-12 

1. Blessed are the Merciful: 

Mercy:  

The primary Greek word for "mercy" in the New Testament is 
eleos (ἔλεος), which appears 27 times to describe compassion, 
kindness, and active help extended to the needy or sinful. It 
refers to both divine grace and a requirement for human action. 
Another, less common term is oiktirmos (οἰκτιρμός), emphasizing 
intense compassion or tender mercy.  

Key Greek Words for Mercy  
• Eleos (ἔλεος - Strong's #1656): The most common word for 

mercy, representing kindness toward the miserable/
afflicted with a desire to help. It is frequently used in the 
context of God's forgiveness and proactive love (e.g., 
"Lord, have mercy"). 

• Eleeō (ἐλεέω - Strong's #1653): The verb form of eleos, 
meaning "to have mercy on" or "to show compassion," 

• Oiktirmos (οἰκτιρμός - Strong's #3628): Means pity, 
compassion, or "tender mercies," often used in the plural, 
as in "Father of mercies" in 2 Corinthians 1:3 from this 
Ezra Project article.  

Context in the Bible  
• Active Compassion: Eleos is not just sympathy; it is active 

compassion, sometimes connected to the healing, 
comforting nature of olive oil (which shares a similar 
root). 

• Divine vs. Human: It describes God's mercy towards humans 
(salvation/grace) and the mercy humans should show to 
others. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=eleos&client=safari&hs=Htbp&sca_esv=6d9dd3a5ccf2ccd8&channel=iphone_bm&sxsrf=ANbL-n6zY_nr8zQyEy-LkLs6RU5GJ0k18g%3A1774788167276&source=hp&ei=Rx7JaajVDpej0PEP7cKFkAg&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacksV57CVeWHFZ6WrTCQctBKS2K6ZBdI&oq=What+is+the+greek+word+for+mercy+in&gs_lp=-UpwgcJMC4xNC4yNS4xyAeKAYAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=2ahUKEwjSkZfkkcWTAxXlEzQIHdidPcYQgK4QegYIAQgAEAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=oiktirmos&client=safari&hs=Htbp&sca_esv=6d9dd3a5ccf2ccd8&channel=iphone_bm&sxsrf=ANbL-n6zY_nr8zQyEy-LkLs6RU5GJ0k18g%3A1774788167276&source=hp&ei=Rx7JaajVDpej0PEP7cKFkAg&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacksV57CVeWHFZ6WrTCQctBKS2K6ZBdI&oq=What+is+the+greek+word+for+mercy+in&gs_lp=-UpwgcJMC4xNC4yNS4xyAeKAYAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=2ahUKEwjSkZfkkcWTAxXlEzQIHdidPcYQgK4QegYIAQgAEAU
https://www.google.com/search?q=Elee%C5%8D&client=safari&hs=Htbp&sca_esv=6d9dd3a5ccf2ccd8&channel=iphone_bm&sxsrf=ANbL-n6zY_nr8zQyEy-LkLs6RU5GJ0k18g%3A1774788167276&source=hp&ei=Rx7JaajVDpej0PEP7cKFkAg&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacksV57CVeWHFZ6WrTCQctBKS2K6ZBdI&oq=What+is+the+greek+word+for+mercy+in&gs_lp=-UpwgcJMC4xNC4yNS4xyAeKAYAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=2ahUKEwjSkZfkkcWTAxXlEzQIHdidPcYQgK4QegYIAQgAEAs
https://www.google.com/search?q=Oiktirmos&client=safari&hs=Htbp&sca_esv=6d9dd3a5ccf2ccd8&channel=iphone_bm&sxsrf=ANbL-n6zY_nr8zQyEy-LkLs6RU5GJ0k18g%3A1774788167276&source=hp&ei=Rx7JaajVDpej0PEP7cKFkAg&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacksV57CVeWHFZ6WrTCQctBKS2K6ZBdI&oq=What+is+the+greek+word+for+mercy+in&gs_lp=-UpwgcJMC4xNC4yNS4xyAeKAYAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=2ahUKEwjSkZfkkcWTAxXlEzQIHdidPcYQgK4QegYIAQgAEA4


• "I desire mercy": In Matthew 9:13, Jesus uses eleos to quote 
the Old Testament, emphasizing that compassion is more 
important than ritual sacrifice, explained by 
BillMounce.com. 

• Hebrew Equivalents: In the Septuagint (the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament), eleos often translates 
the Hebrew word hesed (steadfast love/covenant loyalty) 
and racham (compassion). 

(ἔλεος, ELEOS) speaks of God’s compassionate response toward 
human misery and of the believer’s corresponding attitude 
toward others. It is more than sentiment; it is love that moves 
to act and to relieve. Every one of its twenty-seven New 
Testament occurrences carries this note of active compassion, 
whether describing God’s saving initiative or the believer’s 
ethical obligation. 

Matthew 18: 21-35 

21 Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often 
shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to 
seven times?” 22 Jesus *said to him, “I do not say to you, 
up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 
his slaves. 24 When he had begun to settle them, one 
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 
25 But since he did not have the means to repay, his 
lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and 
children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. 
26 So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated 
himself before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I 
will repay you everything.’ 27 And the lord of that 
slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him 
the debt. 28 But that slave went out and found one of 
his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
he seized him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back 
what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow slave fell to the 
ground and began to plead with him, saying, ‘Have 

https://www.google.com/search?q=hesed&client=safari&hs=Htbp&sca_esv=6d9dd3a5ccf2ccd8&channel=iphone_bm&sxsrf=ANbL-n6zY_nr8zQyEy-LkLs6RU5GJ0k18g%3A1774788167276&source=hp&ei=Rx7JaajVDpej0PEP7cKFkAg&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacksV57CVeWHFZ6WrTCQctBKS2K6ZBdI&oq=What+is+the+greek+word+for+mercy+in&gs_lp=-UpwgcJMC4xNC4yNS4xyAeKAYAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=2ahUKEwjSkZfkkcWTAxXlEzQIHdidPcYQgK4QegYIAQgBEAU
https://www.google.com/search?q=racham&client=safari&hs=Htbp&sca_esv=6d9dd3a5ccf2ccd8&channel=iphone_bm&sxsrf=ANbL-n6zY_nr8zQyEy-LkLs6RU5GJ0k18g%3A1774788167276&source=hp&ei=Rx7JaajVDpej0PEP7cKFkAg&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacksV57CVeWHFZ6WrTCQctBKS2K6ZBdI&oq=What+is+the+greek+word+for+mercy+in&gs_lp=-UpwgcJMC4xNC4yNS4xyAeKAYAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=2ahUKEwjSkZfkkcWTAxXlEzQIHdidPcYQgK4QegYIAQgBEAY


patience with me and I will repay you.’ 30 But he was 
unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he 
should pay back what was owed. 31 So when his fellow 
slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved 
and came and reported to their lord all that had 
happened. 32 Then summoning him, his lord *said to him, 
‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because 
you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not also have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had 
mercy on you?’ 34 And his lord, moved with anger, 
handed him over to the torturers until he should repay 
all that was owed him. 35 My heavenly Father will also 
do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his 
brother from your heart.” 

People that Jesus showed Mercy too:  

- The man at the pool of Bethesda: John 5: 1-9  

- Blind Bartemaus: Mark 10: 46-52 

- The Demoniac: Mark 5: 1-13 

Ephesians 2: 3-5 

3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of 
our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the 
rest. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His 
great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were 
dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with 
Christ (by grace you have been saved), 

Titus 3: 4-6 

4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love 
for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the basis of 
deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out 
upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 



James 2: 12-14 

12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by 
the law of liberty. 13 For judgment will be merciless to 
one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over 
judgment. 

14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has 
faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? 

James 3: 16-18 

16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there 
is disorder and every evil thing. 17 But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, 
full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without 
hypocrisy. 18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness 
is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

Lamentations 3:22-23 
The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His 
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; Great is 
Your faithfulness.


People we show Mercy too:  

- The man at the gate Beautiful: Acts 3: 1-10 
- Cornelius: Acts 10 
- The Ethiopian Eunick: Acts 8: 25-40  

We as His Ambasadors are to show people mercy, compassion and 
Grace. This is something that needs to be lived out more.  

   Think about how much you want mercy from God and from 
others and then learn to extend that to others who are in need 
of mercy and Compassion. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations%203%3A22-23&version=NASB1995

