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“For it is a good thing that the heart be established 
w

ith grace…
” 

H
eb. 13:9 

C
alvary C

hapel has a distinctive position on the subject 
of G

od’s grace. W
e realize that w

ithout the grace of G
od none 

of us w
ould have a chance. W

e need the grace of G
od in our 

lives. W
e need it daily. W

e experience it, and w
e’re saved by it 

personally. B
ut w

e also stand in grace. W
e believe in the love 

and grace that seeks to restore the fallen. 
T

here are som
e churches that are severely lacking in 

the grace of G
od. T

here’s often a very harsh, inflexible, and 
severe form

 of legalism
 that allow

s no room
 for repentance 

and restoration. You w
ould be am

azed at the flack that I’ve 
taken because I w

ant to help restore those w
ho are fallen. 

W
henever I see a talented servant of G

od fall to the lures of 
the enem

y, I get angry w
ith Satan w

ho seeks to rip off som
e 

of our finest servants.
W

e have taken a very strong position on grace. W
e believe 

that the B
ible does teach that G

od is gracious. T
hat’s one of 

H
is chief characteristics in dealing w

ith m
an. If H

e w
asn’t a 

G
od of grace, none of us w

ould stand a chance! W
e all need 

the grace and the m
ercy of G

od. W
henever I pray, I never 

ask G
od for justice, unless I’m

 praying about som
ebody else. 
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W

henever I’m
 praying about m

yself, it’s alw
ays, “G

race!” or, 
“M

ercy, L
ord, m

ercy! H
ave m

ercy on m
e! D

eal w
ith justice 

w
ith that guy that’s w

ronged m
e, but, L

ord, I w
ant m

ercy.” 
It’s 

interesting 
that, 

having 
received 

m
ercy, 

having 
received grace, the L

ord em
phasizes our need to show

 m
ercy 

and to show
 grace. H

e said, “B
lessed are the m

erciful: for 
they shall obtain m

ercy.” (M
atthew

 5:7).
It’s interesting that Jesus seem

s to equate forgiveness 
w

ith our being w
illing to forgive. T

his is evident in w
hat w

e 
com

m
only refer to as T

he L
ord’s P

rayer. A
t the end of that 

m
odel prayer, H

e em
phasizes only one of the petitions, the 

request w
e m

ake concerning forgiveness. “B
ut if ye forgive 

not m
en their trespasses, neither w

ill your Father forgive 
your trespasses.” (M

atthew
 6:15).

Jesus gave parables that dealt w
ith the necessity of for-

giveness. In M
atthew

 18, w
e see the m

aster w
ho forgave his 

servant’s sixteen-m
illion dollar debt. B

ut that servant w
ent 

out to a fellow
 servant that ow

ed him
 only sixteen dollars 

and had him
 throw

n in debtor’s prison. T
he m

aster then 
called the first servant, and said, “H

ow
 m

uch did you ow
e 

m
e? A

nd did I not forgive you? H
ow

 is it that I heard that 
you’ve had this fellow

 servant in prison for his debt?” H
e 

rebuked him
, and he ordered him

 to be cast into prison, until 
he had paid the utterm

ost farthing.” (M
atthew

 18:23-35).
If w

e’ve been forgiven so m
uch, surely w

e should forgive! 
H

aving received the grace of G
od, w

e should m
anifest that 

grace of G
od to those w

ho have fallen. I need the grace of G
od 

daily. I stand in the grace of G
od. I’ve been saved by grace, 

not because of w
orks, so that the glory goes to G

od for w
hat 

H
e has done. I can’t boast in w

hat I’ve done. I’ve done noth-
ing. It isn’t by w

orks of righteousness, but by H
is grace, that 

w
e are saved. 

T
his is a them

e w
e find throughout the N

ew
 Testam

ent, 
and therefore it’s a them

e w
e em

phasize. T
he books of 

R
om

ans and G
alatians becom

e very significant because they 
both set forth the grace of G

od and righteousness through 

faith. T
his is in direct contrast w

ith the self-righteousness 
that one attains through the w

orks of the law
. 

W
e believe in seeking to restore those w

ho have fallen, 
as Paul taught to the G

alatians, “B
rethren, if a m

an be over-
taken in a fault, ye w

hich are spiritual, restore such an one 
in the spirit of m

eekness; considering thyself, lest thou also 
be tem

pted.” (G
alatians 6:1). I thank the L

ord for the grace 
that I’ve received, and having received G

od’s grace, I seek to 
extend it to others. 

I get angry at Satan w
hen I hear of a gifted m

inister w
ho 

has fallen. T
hose that have great abilities and great talents 

for the L
ord seem

 to be a special target of Satan. I’m
 just not 

w
illing to let Satan have a victory. I try to reclaim

 these m
en 

for the kingdom
 of G

od so that they m
ight use their talents 

for the L
ord. 

I’ve done a lot of restoration in m
y life.  It’s just som

e-
thing that I love to do. I love to take old w

recks and m
ake 

som
ething attractive out of them

. I’ve got a 1957 Ford Sky-
liner. N

ow
, if you had seen it w

hen I first got it, it looked like 
it w

as ready for the junk yard. B
ut w

hat fulfillm
ent there 

is in taking som
ething like that, taking tim

e and w
orking 

w
ith it, pulling it apart and sanding it, getting the rust out, 

repainting it, and putting it back together, then finally seeing 
som

ething beautiful and attractive m
ade out of som

ething 
that w

as just a w
reck. T

here’s a joy and a fulfillm
ent in it. 

I also love to do that w
ith old houses. M

y daughter alw
ays 

buys fixer-uppers, and then says, “D
addy, com

e over.” I love to 
take these old fixer-uppers, rem

odel them
, and m

ake som
e-

thing attractive, m
odern, and beautiful out of them

. A
nd the 

sam
e holds true w

ith lives that Satan has really fouled up.
I love to take, develop, rem

old, and rebuild lives that 
w

ere a real w
reck. L

ook at m
ost of the C

alvary C
hapel m

in-
isters! T

heir lives w
ere a real w

reck. B
ut look at how

 G
od 

has restored, and look at the w
ealth and the value that have 

com
e out of these lives. It’s a beautiful w

ork of G
od today, 

to see w
hat the w

orld has cast off and view
ed as hopeless 

w
recks be transform

ed into glorious vessels of honor.



44 
C
alvary D

istinctives
 

G
race U

pon G
race 

45
W

e believe that having been forgiven, w
e need to be for-

giving. H
aving received m

ercy, w
e m

ust show
 m

ercy. H
aving 

received grace, w
e m

ust be graceful. Show
ing and extending 

G
od’s grace is an im

portant part of the C
alvary C

hapel m
in-

istry.In John’s G
ospel, in chapter eight, w

e have a very inter-
esting story. Jesus had com

e into the tem
ple, and in verse 

tw
o H

e sat dow
n to teach. Suddenly, H

is teaching w
as inter-

rupted by a com
m

otion. T
here w

as hysterical sobbing and 
crying. “A

nd the scribes and P
harisees brought unto him

 a 
w

om
an taken in adultery; and w

hen they had set her in the 
m

idst, T
hey say unto him

, M
aster, this w

om
an w

as taken in 
adultery, in the very act.” (John 8:3-4).

T
he enem

ies of C
hrist w

ere constantly trying to put H
is 

teaching at odds w
ith M

oses. People, in general, recognized 
that M

oses w
as the instrum

ent w
ho brought them

 the law
 of 

G
od. T

here w
as no question about M

oses’ authority. H
e spoke 

for G
od. 

If Jesus said som
ething that w

as contrary to the law
 

of M
oses, then Jesus couldn’t claim

 to be of G
od. T

hat w
as 

the w
hole issue on divorce. T

hey questioned Jesus about 
w

hether a m
an could put aw

ay his w
ife for any cause. Jesus 

answ
ered, “A

nd I say unto you, W
hosoever shall put aw

ay his 
w

ife, except it be for fornication, and shall m
arry another, 

com
m

itteth adultery: and w
hoso m

arrieth her w
hich is put 

aw
ay doth com

m
it adultery.” (M

atthew
 19:9). T

hey responded 
by saying that M

oses said they could divorce by just w
riting 

a bill of divorcem
ent. T

hey thought they had trapped Jesus. 
Jesus then w

ent back before M
oses and said that in the 

beginning it w
asn’t so. M

oses, because of the hardness of the 
people’s hearts, gave the w

om
an a w

riting of a bill of divorce-
m

ent, but in the beginning it w
as not so. 

So, here again they w
ere seeking to pit H

im
 against the 

M
osaic L

aw
. “N

ow
 M

oses in the law
 com

m
anded us, that 

such should be stoned: but w
hat sayest thou? T

his they said, 
tem

pting him
, that they m

ight have to accuse him
.” (John 

8:5-6). T
his w

as very obvious. B
ut Jesus didn’t say anything. 

H
e just stooped dow

n and w
ith H

is finger w
rote on the 

ground as if H
e didn’t even hear them

. 
N

ow
 w

hat did H
e w

rite on the ground? I don’t really 
know

. M
aybe he w

rote, “W
here is the m

an?” T
hey had said, 

“W
e caught her in the very act.” W

ell, they couldn’t catch her 
in the act w

ithout catching the m
an too. A

ccording to M
oses’ 

law
 they w

ere both to be stoned. So if they w
ere really inter-

ested in keeping the M
osaic L

aw
, they w

ould have been drag-
ging the guy there, too. M

aybe the guy w
as a friend and they 

let him
 go. T

his w
asn’t really justice. 

Jesus’ enem
ies w

ere upset. H
e w

as just w
riting on the 

ground as though H
e w

as ignoring them
. So they pressed 

the question. F
inally, H

e stood up and said to them
, “H

e that 
is w

ithout sin am
ong you, let him

 first cast a stone at her.” 
(John 8:7). A

gain H
e stooped dow

n and w
rote on the ground. 

T
his tim

e I think I know
 w

hat H
e w

rote. H
e very w

ell m
ay 

have w
ritten the nam

es of the m
en that w

ere standing there 
ready to condem

n, probably starting w
ith the oldest. I think 

H
e began to w

rite a lot of sins that the oldest m
an had 

been com
m

itting, m
aybe a girl friend that he had, and Jesus 

started detailing som
e of the activities that they had been 

engaged in. T
hen finally this m

an said, “O
h, I rem

em
ber m

y 
w

ife told m
e to get hom

e early today, fellow
s. I have to go.” 

A
fter he took off, Jesus w

rote dow
n the nam

e of the next 
oldest, and began to w

rite dow
n a few

 things that he had 
been doing until that m

an took off. O
ne by one this contin-

ued, from
 the oldest to the youngest, until finally there w

as 
no one left. Jesus then stood up, and looking at the w

om
an, 

said to her, “W
om

an, w
here are those thine accusers? hath no 

m
an condem

ned thee?” She said, “N
o m

an, L
ord.” T

hen Jesus 
said to her, “N

either do I condem
n thee: go, and sin no m

ore.” 
( John 8:10-11). 

W
hat a beautiful response of Jesus. “N

either do I con-
dem

n you; go your w
ay, and sin no m

ore.”
W

hen there’s a serious accident and cars are banged up 
and people’s bodies are battered, cut, bleeding, and lying 
there in the street, there are tw

o types of em
ergency vehicles 
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that arrive on the scene. T

he first to arrive is usually the 
police, and their job is to develop a safety zone to control the 
traffic. T

hen they get out their pads and look at the positions 
of the cars. T

hey m
easure the skid m

arks and start inter-
view

ing w
itnesses. 

T
heir job is to find out w

ho violated the law
. W

ho’s to 
blam

e for this tragedy? T
heir chief concern is to determ

ine 
w

hat law
s w

ere violated and w
ho is at fault for w

hat hap-
pened. 

T
he second type of vehicle contains the param

edics. T
hey 

could care less w
ho is to blam

e. T
here are people bleeding in 

the street. T
heir job is to m

inister to those bleeding people, 
check the heart m

onitor, put bandages on them
, look to see 

if there are broken bones, get them
 on the stretcher, and lift 

them
 into the am

bulance. T
hey’re not thinking about w

hose 
fault it is. T

hey aren’t there to cast blam
e. T

hey’re there to 
help those w

ho are hurting. 
N

ow
, there are also tw

o types of m
inistries that I’ve 

observed. T
hose that take the attitude of the policem

an. T
hey 

com
e upon the tragedies, the broken lives, and they get out 

the code book. T
hey’re going to read you the law

. “You have 
the right to rem

ain silent, but anything you say m
ay be used 

against you.” T
hey’re on the scene in a very legal w

ay trying 
to find out w

ho’s at fault, w
ho’s to blam

e, and to read the 
law

. B
ut then there are those m

inisters w
ho are m

ore like the 
param

edics, and w
ho aren’t so concerned w

ith w
ho broke the 

law
, but how

 they can heal. H
ow

 can w
e help? H

ow
 can w

e 
m

inister to the broken body, this broken life? H
ow

 can w
e put 

things back together? H
ow

 can w
e bring healing? 

N
ow

 here in the account in John 8 are the P
harisees. 

T
hey have the code book out. “O

ur L
aw

 says stone her. W
hat 

do you say?” B
ut Jesus w

as interested in m
inistering to her, 

helping her, putting her life back together, not condem
ning, 

“N
either do I condem

n thee.” H
is desire w

as to put her back 
on the road again.

W
e seek to m

inister to the hurting people. O
ur desire is to 

see them
 restored, back on their feet, functioning again. John 

tells us that the L
aw

 cam
e by M

oses, but grace and truth 
cam

e by Jesus C
hrist. If I am

 to be a m
inister of Jesus C

hrist, 
then I m

ust be m
inistering grace. A

s w
e look at churches, and 

as w
e look at m

inistry, w
e see m

any w
ho are principally m

in-
isters of M

oses. T
hey are very harsh and legalistic. T

he L
aw

 
has been broken, and they w

ill tell you exactly w
hat the L

aw
 

says. A
nd, yet, w

e find Jesus saying, “W
hoever is w

ithout sin 
first cast the stone, …

neither do I condem
n thee.” 

It’s been our joy and our privilege to be able to restore 
m

any w
ho w

ere condem
ned by the law

. I do believe that 
before restoration, there m

ust be true repentance. I believe 
that the L

aw
 w

as intended as a schoolm
aster to bring people 

to Jesus C
hrist. T

hose w
ho have not com

e and repented need 
the L

aw
, thus there is a place for the L

aw
. It is holy, righ-

teous, and good, if used law
fully. B

ut I think som
etim

es w
e 

go beyond and w
ant to exact the penalties of the L

aw
 after 

there has been repentance. W
e aren’t w

illing to restore. Jesus 
stood for grace and truth. W

e should alw
ays seek restoration, 

but let us not forget that repentance is necessary. 
It’s w

onderful to see a life that’s been battered and 
bruised becom

e fruitful again for the kingdom
 of G

od. B
ut 

grace is not w
ithout risk. I m

ay m
ake a m

istake in forgiving 
and show

ing grace to som
e people. It m

ay be that their 
repentance isn’t genuine. It m

ay be that they still have a 
hidden agenda. I have show

n grace to people w
ho did prove 

to still be involved in sin, and w
ho, later on, did dam

age to 
m

e. I’m
 not perfect. I’ve m

ade m
istakes in judgm

ent and I’ve 
show

n grace to those w
ho had not truly repented of their 

evil. I have taken chances, brought fellow
s on staff w

ho had 
supposedly repented and later on, the sam

e traits w
ere still 

there. I’ve erred. A
nd I probably w

ill m
ake m

istakes in the 
future. B

ut I w
ill tell you this, if I’m

 going to err, I w
ant to err 

on the side of grace rather than on the side of judgm
ent. 



48
 

C
alvary D

istinctives
 

G
race U

pon G
race 

49
In E

zekiel 34, the L
ord spoke against the shepherds in 

E
zekiel. T

hey had let the sheep go astray and didn’t go out to 
seek the lost ones. T

he L
ord had som

e pretty heavy things to 
say against those shepherds w

ho w
eren’t really concerned in 

seeking and restoring the lost ones. I believe G
od w

ill be far 
m

ore lenient w
ith m

e and m
y errors of grace than H

e w
ill be 

if it is the other w
ay around and I condem

n som
eone that H

e 
has pardoned and forgiven.

T
here are a several Scriptures that w

arn us against judg-
m

ent. “Judge not, that ye be not judged.” (M
att 7:1). W

e set 
the standard for our ow

n judgm
ent w

hen w
e judge others. 

“W
ho art thou that judgest another m

an’s servant? To his 
ow

n m
aster he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden 

up: for G
od is able to m

ake him
 stand.” (R

om
ans 14:4). I 

w
ould hate to err on the side of judgm

ent, to judge som
eone 

falsely w
ho had truly repented. I w

ould hate to be in that 
position of m

aking a m
istake in m

y judgm
ent. So again, if I 

err, I w
ant to err on the side of grace because I know

 that G
od 

w
ill be m

uch m
ore gracious tow

ards m
e than if I err in judg-

ing a person w
rongly. I don’t w

ant to be guilty of that.
It’s easy to fall into legalism

. W
e need to bew

are of this 
tem

ptation. B
ew

are of taking the hard stand. I have found, 
for the m

ost part, that w
hen a person gets heavy into ‘R

efor-
m

ation T
heology,’ they usually get heavy into legalism

. T
hey 

w
ant to m

ake sure the ‘T
’s’ are crossed and the ‘I’s’ are dotted 

just right. ‘R
eform

ation T
heology’ has som

e good points, but 
so does a porcupine. W

hen you em
brace it too forcefully, then 

you’re going to get the points. 
Som

e people object because they feel that I gloss over cer-
tain passages of Scripture, and they’re correct. B

ut glossing 
over controversial issues is often deliberate because there 
are usually tw

o sides. A
nd I have found that it’s im

portant 
not to be divisive and not to allow

 people to becom
e polarized 

on issues, because the m
om

ent they are polarized, there’s 
division.

A
 classic exam

ple is the problem
 in our understanding 

of the Scriptures that refer to the sovereignty of G
od and 

the responsibility of m
an. T

he B
ible actually teaches both, 

but in our hum
an understanding they’re m

utually exclusive. 
People w

ho becom
e divisive on this issue claim

 that w
e can’t 

believe both, because if you carry the sovereignty of G
od to 

an extrem
e, it elim

inates the responsibility of m
an. L

ike-
w

ise, if you carry the responsibilities of m
an to the extrem

e, 
it elim

inates the sovereignty of G
od. T

his m
istake is m

ade 
w

hen a person takes the doctrine and carries it out to its 
logical conclusion. U

sing hum
an logic and carrying divine 

sovereignty out to its logical conclusion leaves m
an w

ith no 
choices.

So, how
 are w

e to deal w
ith rightly dividing the W

ord 
on the sovereignty of G

od and the responsibility of m
an? 

W
e need to believe both of them

 through faith, because I 
can’t keep them

 in balance by m
y understanding. I don’t 

understand how
 they com

e together. B
ut I do believe them

 
both. I believe that G

od is sovereign, and I also believe that 
I’m

 responsible and that G
od holds m

e responsible for the 
choices that I m

ake. I sim
ply trust G

od that both assertions 
of Scripture are true. 

T
here’s a pastor w

ho recently cam
e out w

ith a little pam
-

phlet on C
alvinism

, and on the front cover, there’s a balance 
scale w

ith John C
alvin on one side and John 3:16 on the 

other. W
hich side w

ould you rather stand for? 
D

on’t get polarized. D
on’t let the people get polarized. T

he 
m

inute you do, you’ve lost half your congregation because 
people are split pretty evenly on this issue. So if you take 
a polarized position you’ll lose half of your congregation. D

o 
you really w

ant to lose 50%
 of your congregation? 

You know
 the beautiful thing about being called C

alvary 
C

hapel? People don’t know
 w

here you really stand. P
ut B

ap-
tist in your title, and people know

 w
here you are, and half 

the people w
ill never com

e because it’s a B
aptist church. P

ut 
P

resbyterian in your nam
e, and they know

 w
here you stand, 

and half the people w
ill never com

e because they know
 w

hat 
the P

resbyterians believe. P
ut N

azarene in your nam
e, and 
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im
m

ediately they’ve got you pigeon-holed. T
hey know

 w
ho 

you are, and they don’t need to go. 
B

ut C
alvary C

hapel has a sort of m
ystique about it. 

“W
hat do these people believe?” “I don’t know

, but let’s go find 
out.” A

nd the w
hole field is ours. You w

ant to fish in as big 
a pond as you can find. W

hen you’re m
arketing som

ething, 
you w

ant the largest m
arket appeal possible. So don’t chop 

up the m
arket and say, “W

ell, w
e’re just going to fish in this 

little m
arket here.” K

eep the m
arket broad. F

ish in the big 
pond. F

ish w
here they are biting.
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“T
ill I com

e, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, 
to doctrine.” 
1 T

im
. 4:13

A
nother prim

ary distinctive of C
alvary C

hapel is our 
endeavor to declare to people the w

hole counsel of G
od. W

e 
see this principle illustrated w

hen Paul m
et w

ith the E
phe-

sian elders in A
cts 20. A

s they w
ere on the shore of the 

A
egean at M

iletus, around the coastal area of E
phesus, Paul 

said that he w
as innocent of the blood of all m

en, “For I have 
not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of G

od.” (A
cts 

20:27).
N

ow
, how

 is it possible for a person to claim
 to have 

declared, “the w
hole counsel of G

od?” T
he only w

ay a person 
could m

ake that claim
 to his congregation w

ould be if he 
taught through the w

hole W
ord of G

od w
ith them

, from
 

G
enesis to R

evelation. O
nce you’ve taken your congregation 

through the B
ible, then you can say to them

, “ I have not 
shunned to declare unto you the w

hole counsel of G
od.” 

T
his can’t be done w

ith topical serm
ons. Topical serm

ons 
are good, and they have their place, but w

hen you’re preach-
ing topically, you’re prone by nature to preach only those 
topics that you like. A

nd there are topics in the B
ible that 

aren’t very inspiring. T
hey don’t excite the people, but they 


