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   “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer
good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot.
    “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it
under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives
light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your
light shine before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 
                                                                          ~Matthew 5:13-16



You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my
purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions,
sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch,
Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord
rescued me from all of them. In fact, everyone who wants
to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while
evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving
and being deceived.
                                                                                  ~2 Timothy 3:12 



“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be
as shrewd as serpents and as innocent as doves. Be on
your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and
be flogged in the synagogues. On my account you will be
brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them
and to the Gentiles.
                                                                                ~Matthew 10:16



Unless the Lord builds the house,
    those who build it labor in vain.
Unless the Lord watches over the city,
    the watchman stays awake in vain.
                                                 ~Psalm 127:1







In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that,
when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior
in Christ may be put to shame.
                                                                                        ~1 Peter 3:15





Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him
we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which
we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not
only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, and hope does
not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been
given to us.
                                                                                    ~Romans 5:1-5
























