Beyond Me

Part 1 of Series: Believe

January 11th, 2023 Pastor Mark Miller

“God sent a man, John the Baptist, to tell about the light so that everyone
might believe because of his testimony. John himself was not the light; he
was simply a witness to tell about the light. The one who is the true light,
who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.”

John 1:6-9 (NLT)

e If You’re Not First, You’re Last

“This was Jonh’s testimony when the Jewish leaders sent priests and Temple
assistants from Jerusalem to ask John, ‘Who are you?’ He came right out and said, “/
am not the Messiah.’” ‘Well then, who are you?’ they asked. ‘Are you Elijah?’ ‘No,’ he
replied. ‘Are you the Prophet we are expecting?’ ‘No.’ ‘Then who are you? We need
an answer for those who sent us. What do you have to say about yourself?’ John
replied in the words of the prophet Isaiah: ‘I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
“Clear the way for the Lord’s coming!” Then the Pharisees who had be sent asked
him, “If you aren’t the Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet, what right do you have to
baptize?’ John told them, ‘1 baptize with water, but right here in the crowd is
someone you do not recognize. Though his ministry follows mine, I'm not even
worthy to be his slave and untie the straps of his sandal.””

John 1:19-27 (NLT)

e You Have Things You’re Good at! And That’s OK!

“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them
well to serve one another. Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though
God himself were speaking through you. Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it
with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then everything you do will bring
glory to God through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to him forever and ever!
Amen.”

1 Peter 4:10-11 (NLT)

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them
all. There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in
different ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us. A spiritual gift is
given to each of us so we can help each other. To one person the Spirit gives the
ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special
knowledge. The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one
Spirit gives the gift of healing. He gives one person the power to perform miracles,
and another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern
whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another
person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, while another is given the
ability to interpret what is being said. It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all
these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.”

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 (NLT)



You Will Hit Your Limit

“The following day John was again standing with two of his disciples. As Jesus
walked by, John looked at him and declared, ‘Look! There is the Lamb of God!” When

John’s two disciples heard this, they followed Jesus.”
John 1:35-37 (NLT)

“l have been crucified with Christ, and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life /
now live in the bodly, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself
for me. | do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the

law, then Christ died for nothing.”
Galatians 2:20-21 (NLT)



