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The Characteristics of False Teachers 
 

Introduction: 
 
 
 
 
In 1 Timothy 6:3–5, Paul provides three timeless characteristics of false 
teachers so that the Church may discern and avoid their influence. 
 
1. The D                                  of False Teachers (v.3)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. The D                                           of False Teachers (v.4ab) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. The D                                       D             of False Teachers (vv.4c-5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Application: 

 
• Evaluate false teachers by what they say. Do they faithfully teach 

the whole counsel of God's Word, or do they deviate from sound 
doctrine? 
 

• Evaluate false teachers by how they live. Do they display humility, 
teachability, and godliness, or are they marked by pride, ignorance, 
and a craving for controversy? 
 

• Evaluate false teachers by the fruit they produce. Does their 
ministry cultivate truth, unity, and godliness, or does it leave behind 
envy, strife, slander, suspicion, and continual friction? 

 
 
 


