If you missed the sermon, you can find it at biblechapel.org/sermons.

What was your favorite Christmas present as a child?

Read Luke 1:34-35. Why does the Christian faith hinge on the Virgin Birth? Discuss the
implications of the Virgin Birth on Jesus’ work on the cross.

Read Luke 1:32-33. How does Gabriel describe Jesus?

Optional Deeper Study: Find passages in the Old Testament that support these truths
about the coming Messiah.

What proof did the angel give Mary that she would be with child. Share times when God
has proven himself to you.

Read Luke 2:34-35. Discuss Simeon’s prophecy and the fulfillment of it. Why would a
sword pierce through Mary’s soul?

Read Isaiah 53:1-10. Consider this prophesy through the eyes of Mary as it was fulfilled
at the cross.
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BIBLE REFERENCES

Luke 1:26-45 ESV

Birth of Jesus Foretold

26 |n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, ?7 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said,

|II

"Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 22 But she was greatly troubled at the
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 3¢ And the angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3! And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, 3® and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of

his kingdom there will be no end.”
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since | am a virgin?”

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power

of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be

called holy—the Son of God. 3¢ And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called

barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 3 And Mary said, “Behold, | am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed

from her.

Mary Visits Elizabeth

39 |n those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in
Judah, 4% and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the



mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 4> And blessed is she who

believed that there would bew a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”

Luke 2:34-35 ESV

34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 3* (and
a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may

be revealed.”

Isaiah 53:1-10 ESV
53 Who has believed what he has heard from us?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected by men,
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
4Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray;


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-45&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24930f

we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
”He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?
9 And they made his grave with the wicked
and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him;
he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for guilt,
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

Source: biblegateway.com
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