
Message: “Reconciled with the World” 
Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  And he 
died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and 
was raised again.  So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view…  All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  that God was 
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed 
to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making 
his appeal through us. 2 Corinthians 5:14-20 

WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH THE GAP? 

From the very beginning, and throughout God’s meta narrative, reconciliation has been God’s ultimate 
heart 

But that is not what God desires, rather he devises ways so that a banished person does not remain 
banished from him."  2 Samuel 14:14  

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus…  Luke 10:25 

“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?  “What is written in the Law?” he [Jesus] 
replied. “How do you read it?”  He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” “You have 
answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”  Luke 10:25-28 

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Luke 10:29 

 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. 
They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead…Luke 10:30 

 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other 
side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  Luke 10:31-32 

 But a Samaritan... Luke 10:33 

But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.  He 
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, 
brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may 
have.’ Luke 10:33-35 

 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The 
expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” Luke 
10:36-37 

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing 
wall of hostility… Ephesians 2:14 

 



 

 

… by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in 
himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to 
God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.  He came and preached peace to you who 
were far away and peace to those who were near.  For through him we both have access to the Father by 
one Spirit. Ephesians 2:15-18 

 

What will you do with the gap that exists between you and others? 

 


