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M U S I N G S  F R O M  

1  P E T E R  2 : 9



H AV E  YO U  S E T  A  C E I L I N G  
O N  YO U R  F R E E D O M ?



1 Peter 2:4-10 NIV

The Living Stone and a Chosen People
4As you come to him, the living Stone – rejected by men 
but chosen by God and precious to him – 5you also, like 
living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a 
holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6For in Scripture it says:

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious 
cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never 

be put to shame.”



1 Peter 2:4-10 NIV
7Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to 
those who do not believe, 

“The stone the builders rejected has become the 
capstone,”

8And, 

“A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that 
makes them fall.”



1 Peter 2:4-10 NIV

They stumble because they disobey the message – which 
is also what they were destined for. 
9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare 
the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but now 
you are the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.



1 Peter 2:9 NIV
9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare 
the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 
• Chosen people: eklektós genos; kindred, offspring, a 

family picked out by God
• Holy nation

Holy: hágios; sacred, pure, morally blameless
Nation: éthnos; a multitude associated or living 
together, a tribe, people group 



Deuteronomy 4:1-2 NIV
1Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to 
teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go 
in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God 
of your fathers, is giving you. 2Do not add to what I 
command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the 
commands of the LORD your God that I give you. 



Deuteronomy 4:5-8 NIV
5See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the LORD my 
God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the 
land you are entering to take possession of it. 6Observe 
them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and 
understanding to the nations, who will hear about all 
these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise 
and understanding people.” 7What other nation is so 
great as to have their gods near them the way the LORD
our God is near us whenever we pray to him? 8And what 
other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees 
and laws I am setting before you today? 



Deuteronomy 4:25-27 NIV
25After you have had children and grandchildren and have 
lived in the land a long time – if you then become corrupt 
and make any kind of idol, doing evil in the eyes of the 
LORD your God and provoking him to anger, 26I call heaven 
and earth as witnesses against you this day that you will 
quickly perish from the land that you are crossing the 
Jordan to possess. You will not live there long but will 
certainly be destroyed. 27The LORD will scatter you among 
the peoples, and only a few of you will survive among the 
nations to which the LORD will drive you. 



Deuteronomy 4:39-40 NIV
39Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the LORD is 
God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no 
other. 40Keep his decrees and commands, which I am 
giving you today, so that it may go well with you and your 
children after you and that you may live long in the land 
the LORD your God gives you for all time. 

CONDITIONAL COVENANT!



Deuteronomy 4:5-6 NIV
5See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the LORD my 
God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the 
land you are entering to take possession of it. 6Observe 
them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and 
understanding to the nations, who will hear about all 
these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise 
and understanding people.”



1 Samuel 8:4-5 NIV
4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to 
Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said to him, “You are old, and 
your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to 
lead us, such as all the other nations have.”

• God’s will: “This will show… to the nations” (Deut 4:6) vs
• Man’s will: “Appoint… such as all the other nations have.”



1 Samuel 8:6-22 NIV
6But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this 
displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. 7And the 
LORD told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to 
you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have 
rejected me as their King. 8As they have done from the 
day I brought them out of Egypt until this day, forsaking 
me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. 
9Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let 
them know what the king who will reign over them will 
do.”



1 Samuel 8:6-22 NIV
10Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who 
were asking him for a king. 11He said, “This is what the 
king who will reign over you will do: He will take your sons 
and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and 
they will run in front of his chariots. 12Some he will assign 
to be commanders of thousands and commanders of 
fifties, and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, 
and still others to make weapons of war and equipment 
for his chariots. 13He will take your daughters to be 
perfumers and cooks and bakers. 



1 Samuel 8:6-22 NIV
14He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and 
olive groves and give them to his attendants. 15He will 
take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it 
to his officials and attendants. 16Your menservants and 
maidservants and the best of your cattle and donkeys he 
will take for his own use. 17He will take a tenth of your 
flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves. 18When 
that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king 
you have chosen, and the LORD will not answer you in that 
day."



1 Samuel 8:6-22 NIV
19But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they 
said. “We want a king over us. 20Then we will be like all the 
other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before 
us and fight our battles.”
21When Samuel heard all that the people said, he 
repeated it before the LORD. 22The LORD answered, “Listen 
to them and give them a king.”



W I T H  G R E AT  F R E E D O M  
C O M E S  G R E AT  

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y !



1 John 2:15-17
15Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For 
everything in the world – the cravings of sinful man, the 
lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does 
– comes not from the Father but from the world. 17The 
world and its desires pass away, but the man who does 
the will of God lives forever.  



Matthew 5:14-16 NIV
14”You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be 
hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light 
to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in heaven.



W I L L  Y O U  S E T  A  S E A L  O N  
Y O U R  F R E E D O M ?



Philippians 3:18-21 NIV
18For, as I have often told you before and now say again 
even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of 
Christ. 19Their destiny is destruction, their god is their 
stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is 
on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven. And 
we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will transform our lowly 
bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 


