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~oNatural Evil
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W Natural Evil< T

Unwarranted, pain, suffering, and
death that is not caused by any.
conscious agent.
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If God created all things and
evil Is something,
then God created evil.

-



If God did not create evil,
then it would seem either:

evil Is unreal
or -
evil Is notsal thing.
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not being a thing:
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“Evil is simply a

of something
which a subject is
entitled by its origin to
and which it
ought to have.”

[Stimma GentilesHll7,:82, trans. Vernon J. Bourke (Notre Dame: University
1 Nelire 19/75), Pt-1,48]




Blindness s the
privation of sight.

But blindness s not &
thing (n Ksely.
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The Logical
Problem of Evil



the logical problem of evil is
notion that the propositions

“God exists”
and
“Evil exists’
are logically incompatible



With very few exceptions,
the consensus among
contemporary philosophers
Is that there Is no logical
problem of evil.



The Pastoral
Problem of Evil




The pastoral problem of evil
address the emotional and
practical ways of managing
the personal experience of
suffering in one's life.



The Philosophical
Problem of Evil



The Philosophical /
Inductive /
Probabilistic /
Evidential / Moral/
Problem of Evil







& Premise 1 =

If God is all good (omnibenevolent),
He would prevent evil.




& Premise 2 <

If God is all powerful (omnipotent),
He could prevent evil.




& Premise 3 <

If God knew in advance that creation
would fall into sin He would have
either:




left well enough
alone and not
created In the
first place



P

left well enough takenrstepsito
alone and not preventithe
created in the occurrence

first place of evil



& Premise 4 <

There. is evil, I.e. evil
Is not prevented.




& Conclusions =

Either evil does not exist
or God is not all-good
or God is not all-powerful (or.both)
or God is not all-knowing
or God does not exist.



& Conclusions =

Either evil does not exist
or God is not all-good
or God is not all-powerful (or.both)
or God is not all-knowing
or God does not exist.






Evil does not exist.
God is not all-good.
God is not all-powerful.
God is not all-knowing:

God does not exist.



Evil does
not exist.
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God is not
all-good.



Greek Polythelsm held
that there were both good;
and eV|I gods andﬂ
,Aexplalnfed ewLm;the world
by: tI')e eV|I among
v aathe g@ds



God is not
all-poweritul.
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God is not
all-knowing.
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God does
not exist.
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The New Atheism

Richard Dawkins Christopher Hitchens

Sam Harris (1949-201)
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Academic Atheism
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Michael Martin
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The Free
Will Defense
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DIVINE WILL
AND HUMAN
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The Natural

Order Defense
of C. S:lLewis
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€ Silcus' &
(1898-1963)

"Fixed Ila""st,

consequences,
unfoldmg by causal

which any such life’is
possible.



C S lewis &
(1 898-1 963)

F

“Try to Mde the
possibility,of

suffering which the

ordenofinature. and

existencelofifree-

willslinvelvefandlyeu
fin’éf that you have

e
1940), 2]



C. S. Lewis's
Natural Order Defense

> God created humans with
free will.

C. S Lewis ’
(1898-1963)



C. S. Lewis's
Natural Order Defense

> God created humans with
free will.

> The responsible exercise of
free will requires a world of
non-capricious physical
reqularities (laws).

C.s Lewis &
(1898:1963)



C. S. Lewis's
Natural Order Defense

> God created humans with
free will.

> The responsible exercise of
free will requires a world of
non-capricious physical
reqularities (laws).

> These reqularities create the

C.S Lewis & possibility of natural evil.

(1898:1963)



Consideration
of the Afterlife
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Since it is most often"the¥Christian
who is g‘:'hallenged with thﬂe'problem
ofievil, it behoov%ghristian to
4c ull.from .thde.ren tire*Christian

world view Iin responding.




> In ?he cb’ns

w = |
(Wmf histoly
all will.be good.

g
> Atll’mc?ral gooo% will beﬁwarded.
-(|w| hich is,gooed) ‘

»> All moral evils will'be punished.
(which is good)



“While it might be
easy to imagine what
we would do if we
had God's power, it
IS Impossible to
know what we would
do if we had God's ™5,

knowledge." " Doug,Geivett-







~ Since not explicitly revealed in His

o why:He has.allowed. evil, we can only;
specllateraboutihowito reconcile

evil within.God:s creation:.

e




~ Our should be informed and
constrained.by.what God has
revealediaboutiHimself:
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should be informed
constrained.by.what UES
- revealedfaboutiFHimself:

. wg@@@m ((@0 Ro@ ands
- Natural Theology) .

~ « 'through*Scripture.(Special Revelationland
Systematic Theology)-




e As for Special Revelation, Scripture
unequivocallysaffirmsithe goodness, of God.




Co Nahur‘n 1:7

The LORD is goyd, A stronghold in
the day of trouble; And He knows
those who trust in Him.

AR A,




- 1 Chronicles 16:34 «

Oh, give thanks1 to the LORD, for
He is good! For His mercy
endures forever.

AR A,




Do Psal’wZ&S 2
Good and upright is the LORD:;

Therefore, He teaches sinners
In the way.

AR A,




Co PsalﬂwM:S Y
Oh, taste and see that the LORD is

good; Blessed Is the man
who trusts in Him!

AR A,




o PsalWﬂOﬁ o)

For the LORD is good; His mercy
Is everlasting, And His truth
endures to all generations.

AR A,




o (OF this observation' is not exclusive
toithelClassical position:




- As for General Revelation, Classical
positioniputsigreat.emphasis on
Naturaliiheology:




~ Natural is that of
~_ about God: s existenceiand attributes that
~can'beracquiredibysdhtuiman reason as it
carefully’attends:itselfito @odU@ revelation

p of-Himself'in Crea
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. " &
Classical tradition. maintains,can
God's attributes can be rationally

-




The.C I tradition: maintainsi,can
God attributes' can be rationally
demonstrated.

Unfortunately for me (but perhaps

fortunately for you) we do notihave the
time for this demonstration here.




-

lhelClassical tradition. maintains;can
God's attributes can be rationally
demonstrated.

Unfortunately for me (but perhaps
fortunately for you) we do not'have the
time for this demonstration here.

One can find such a demonstration in
Thomas Aquinas's S_‘y_mma Theologiae.




liheirationally demonstrable

of kn@wledge ab@ut G@d

ex:stence and attributes'is' known
as Natural Theology:™




herrationally demonstrableibody;

of knowledge about God's

existence and attributes is known
as'Natural Theology:-

Included among those attributes
are God's infinite.goodness an
omnipotence.




We know God s all good and all
powerful even'when we cannot
demonstrate the connection
between specific evilsiin the
world and the specific goods that

God might produce from them.
I

-




1 belongs

pre-eminently
to God."

(STN@5RE )

\/‘Tho«& f-A.i*'
(12~25:e 274)




"For the OmnipotentiGod;
whom even the
acknowledgeiasitherSupreme
Power overialli wolldinet
allow any; evillin: hissw.orks}
unless in his;omnipotence
and goodness; as
Supreme Good, helis to
bring forth good outiofievils

[Augustine, Enchiridion'on, Faith; Hope Loz, [, § 11, trens. Alset
C. Outler, p. 5, available at
http://www.saintsbooks:net/books/Sti%20Augustine o203
%20Enchiridion%200n%20Eaith,%20Hepe;%20and%:20fovetpd
accessed 06/19/25]



FASYAugustine says ‘Since God
isithethighest good, He would
noetiallew:any: evil in his works,
unless; His'omnipotence and
were such as to
bring, even out of evil.’
his is part of the infinite

of God, that He
should allow evil to exist, and
outiof it produce good."

[STENAQ2Fa i3S Fad ]




Conclusion

-

-



In the contemporary
discussion, evil is commonly
distinguished as natural evil

and moral evil.



In the Classical tradition, while
not rejecting this distinction,
goes on to define evil, not as a
thing in itself, but as a
privation of goodness
In things:



Solutions to the problem of
evil seek to address both.the
contemporary discussion
and the Classical tradition.



Some approaches to the
problem of evil are
Incompatible with

Evangelical Christianity.



There are approach to the
problem of evil that are
compatible with biblical

Christianity broadly considered
and with Classical Christing
theism more narrowly.






A New Way to Think About the Question

If God,
Why Evil’

NORMAN L.
GEISLER







	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67
	Slide Number 68
	Slide Number 69
	Slide Number 70
	Slide Number 71
	Slide Number 72
	Slide Number 73
	Slide Number 74
	Slide Number 75
	Slide Number 76
	Slide Number 77
	Slide Number 78
	Slide Number 79
	Slide Number 80
	Slide Number 81
	Slide Number 82
	Slide Number 83
	Slide Number 84
	Slide Number 85
	Slide Number 86
	Slide Number 87
	Slide Number 88
	Slide Number 89
	Slide Number 90
	Slide Number 91
	Slide Number 92
	Slide Number 93
	Slide Number 94
	Slide Number 95
	Slide Number 96
	Slide Number 97
	Slide Number 98
	Slide Number 99
	Slide Number 100
	Slide Number 101
	Slide Number 102
	Slide Number 103
	Slide Number 104
	Slide Number 105
	Slide Number 106
	Slide Number 107
	Slide Number 108
	Slide Number 109
	Slide Number 110
	Slide Number 111
	Slide Number 112
	Slide Number 113
	Slide Number 114
	Slide Number 115
	Slide Number 116
	Slide Number 117
	Slide Number 118
	Slide Number 119
	Slide Number 120
	Slide Number 121
	Slide Number 122

