Tabernacle of Moses
Holy of Holies -The Vel

Within the Holy Place of the

tabernacle, there was an inner room

called the Holy of Holies, or the Most

Holy Place. No ordinary person could

enter the Holy of Holies. It was God’s

Holy of Holies

special dwelling place in the midst of

His people. During the Israelites’ wanderings in the wilderness,
God appeared as a pillar of cloud or fire in and above the Holy
of Holies. The Holy of Holies was a perfect cube — its length,

width and height were all equal to 15 feet.

A thick curtain separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy
Place. This curtain, known as the “veil,” was made of fine linen

and blue, purple and scarlet yarn. There were figures of



cherubim (angels) embroidered onto it. Cherubim, spirits who
serve God, were in the presence of God to demonstrate His
almighty power and majesty. They also guarded the throne of
God. These cherubim were also on the innermost layer of
covering of the tent. If one looked upward, they would see the

cherubim figures.

The Veil

A thick curtain separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy
Place. This curtain, known as the “veil,” was made of fine linen
and blue, purple and scarlet yarn.

The word “veil” in Hebrew means a screen, divider or separator
that hides. What was this curtain hiding? Essentially, it was
shielding a holy God from sinful man. Whoever entered into the
Holy of Holies was entering the very presence of God. In fact,
anyone except the high priest who entered the Holy of Holies
would die. Even the high priest, God’s chosen mediator with His

people, could only pass through the veil and enter this sacred



dwelling once a year, on a prescribed day called the Day of

Atonement.

The picture of the veil was that of a barrier between man and God,
showing man that the holiness of God could not be trifled with.
God’s eyes are too pure to look on evil and He can tolerate no sin
(Habakkuk 1:13). The veil was a barrier to make sure that man
could not carelessly and irreverently enter into God’s awesome
presence. Even as the high priest entered the Holy of Holies on the
Day of Atonement, he had to make some meticulous preparations:
He had to wash himself, put on special clothing, bring burning
incense to let the smoke cover his eyes from a direct view of God,

and bring blood with him to make atonement for sins.

“But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only
once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself
and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance.” (Hebrews

9:7)



The presence of God remained shielded from man behind a thick
curtain during the history of Israel. However, Jesus’ sacrificial
death on the cross changed that. When He died, the curtain in
the Jerusalem temple was torn in half, from the top to the
bottom. Only God could have carried out such an incredible feat
because the veil was too high for human hands to have reached
it, and too thick to have torn it. (Luke 23:44-46 - 44 (NCV) It
was about noon, and the whole land became dark until three
o’clock in the afternoon, 45 because the sun did not shine. The
curtain in the Temple n was torn in two. 46 Jesus cried out in a
loud voice, “Father, I give you my life.” After Jesus said this, he
died.

n curtain in the Temple A curtain divided the Most Holy Place
from the other part of the Temple, the special building in
Jerusalem where God commanded the Jewish people to worship

him.)



Hebrews 9:11-14

But when Christ came as the high priest of the good things we
now have, he entered the greater and more perfect tent. It is not
made by humans and does not belong to this world. 2 Christ
entered the Most Holy Place only once—and for all time. He did
not take with him the blood of goats and calves. His sacrifice
was his own blood, and by it he set us free from sin forever.
13The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a cow are
sprinkled on the people who are unclean, and this makes their
bodies clean again. 14 How much more is done by the blood of
Christ. He offered himself through the eternal Spirit » as a
perfect sacrifice to God. His blood will make our consciences

pure from useless acts so we may serve the living God.



