


Misplaced Confidence
Philippians 3:1–9

Where Should You Put Your Confidence? 

1. Not in ____________________________ 
    Phil. 3:1-2  
      

2. Not in ____________________________ 
    Phil. 3:3-6 

3. Only in  ___________________________ 
    Phil. 3:7-9  

Next Steps: 
	I am thankful that my righteousness is not dependent on me, but on Jesus  
     Christ. 
	I will boast in Jesus Christ alone, and not in anything I have done on my  
     own.
	Rather than putting my confidence in ______________________, I will put  
     my confidence in Jesus alone.

MEMORY VERSE:
Philippians 3:8 

“Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Jesus Christ my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 

them as rubbish, in order that I might gain Christ.”

GROUP QUESTIONS
Opening: If you had to boast about something you can do better than other 
people, what would it be? 

Read Philippians 3:1–9
1.  Paul talks about rejoicing in the Lord in verse 1 (cf. 2:17-18; 4:4). Since Paul  
     is in prison as he writes this, what does his joy say about his faith in God? 
     When you are faced with difficult circumstances, how hard is it for you to be  
     joyful? What is most helpful in restoring your joy? 

2.  What accounts for the change in tone from verse 1 to verse 2? 
     To whom is Paul referring with this strong language? 
     Have you ever been warned about a false teacher or false doctrine? 
     What is the best way to identify false teachers or erroneous doctrine? 

3. Paul gives three traits of a Christian in verse 3. What are they? What do each  
     of them mean? 

4. What does it mean to “put confidence in the flesh”? 
     In what ways were the Philippians being encouraged to put confidence in the  
     flesh? In what ways today do people put confidence in the flesh? 
     When are you most tempted to put your confidence in someone or  
     something other than Christ? 

5. Paul lists some of his accomplishments in verses 4-6. What does he say about  
     them in verses 7-8?  When you reflect on your life, can you say the same  
     things about your achievements? Why or why not? 

6. What does Paul say about righteousness in verse 9? Do your achievements  
    tend to cause you to cling to Christ’s righteousness or your own  
    righteousness? Has this changed as you have grown in your faith? What can  
    you do to continue to grow in this area? 


