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July 7 &
 8, 2018

Steps to Revival 
Nehemiah 8:1–18

In our chapter, Nehemiah and Ezra laid the foundation for 
national reform which would impact Israel for four centuries.

1. Read ____________________________ 
 Nehemiah 8:1–3

2. Reestablish _______________________ 
 Nehemiah 8:6

3. Preach __________________________ 
 Nehemiah 8:8

The People’s Response:

“The Gospel is too important to be left to tomorrow, or next 
week, or when the crowd seems friendlier.” —Jim Cymbala



For the Family

Review our story so far: 

Nehemiah went to Jerusalem to repair the walls around the city. 
He rallied the people to rebuild them, spread them around the 
wall, and began the work. Some enemies of Jerusalem tried to 
stop them, but Nehemiah prayed and posted guards. Despite 
increased opposition from their enemies, they completed the 
wall in 52 days! Nehemiah then appointed good leaders to help 
Jerusalem be a safe place where God was worshiped.

Read together Nehemiah 8:1-12 

Explain that the wall was now finished and people were building 
their homes and settling in Jerusalem. They had been forced to 
live in another country for a long time, and had not been able to 
go the temple and worship. So they gathered everyone together. 
Ezra stood on a tall platform and read from God’s Word. 

Ezra praised God and the people responded in four ways:

They lifted their hands. To lift our hands in worship is a way of 
reaching out to God, like a child reaches out to their father or 
mother. It shows that we adore him.

They said “Amen! Amen!” Amen is not just a way to end a 
prayer; it means “I agree!” They wanted to praise God too.

They bowed down. To bow down is a way to show respect for 
someone greater than you. God deserves our respect, so we 
bow.

They bowed so low that their faces touched the ground! They 
wanted God to know how much they loved him.

Talk together about how you worship when you come to church. 
Do you hear God’s Word read or proclaimed? Do you respond in 
any of the ways mentioned above? In other ways? What do you 
like best about worship? How do you think God feels when we 
worship him?

Pray together about how much you love God, and how good it 
is to gather with others and worship him. Thank him for your 
church, where you are helped to worship him.


