


Work Out Your Salvation
Philippians 2:12–13

1. Our Part: Genuine _________________________ 
     Phil. 2:12 

     Three Qualifiers: 

2. God’s Part:_________________________________ 
     Phil 2:13 

     Subject: Who? 

     Location: Where? 

     Purpose: Why? 

     Goal: For What Purpose?

Next Steps: 
	I am thankful that God wants to work in and through his people. 
	I want to make sure that I am not too casual in my relationship with God.
	I have been struggling to do things in my own strength; I want to allow God  
     to “energize” me. 
	With God’s help, I will work to become what he desires me to be in  
     connection with my church.

MEMORY VERSE:
Philippians 2:12–13 ESV 

“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 

and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.”

GROUP QUESTIONS
Opening: Share something in your life that you love to do that took you awhile 
to learn how to do. 

Read Philippians 2:1–13
1.  Why do you think Paul asks the Philippian church to obey “much more” in his  
     absence? (verse 12) Is it easier to do the right thing when the  
     boss/parent/teacher is absent? Why? How is obedience of the Philippians in  
     Paul’s absence a greater testimony to the reality of Christ in them? Can this be  
     true of you as well? 

Read Ephesians 2:1–10 and James 2:14–18
2. What do you think Paul means when he says to “work out your own  
     salvation”? 

3. What is the connection between the grace of God and our good works, in  
     terms of salvation? 

4. What do you think Paul means when he says to work out your salvation “with  
     fear and trembling”? How can we live our lives with a healthy respect and  
     reverence for God? 

Read Proverbs 9:10
5. How is the fear of the Lord the “beginning of wisdom”? 

6. What is God’s part in “working out our salvation”? See Phil. 2:13, 1:6, & 4:13 

7. When we choose to follow God and live out the mission of Christ in our world,  
    who really provides the power that enables us to do that work? How often do  
    you ask for God to help you as you go through a typical day? 

8. Share something you can do this week to “work out your salvation”. 


