
We are glad you have joined us today to worship.  We want  
you to know that we have prayerfully planned this time 
together and that we do “church” on purpose.
Our mission is to reach people with the gospel message  
of Jesus Christ, teach people to become devoted disciples 
of His, equip people for acts of service, and send them into 
ministry.
As you join us today, we ask that you, also be intentional 
in your worship of God and purposefully focus on your 
relationship with Him.

God Bless you as we follow Him together.
 — Dr. Steven A. Crane

Group Questions 
Opening: When you visit the dentist do you refuse anesthesia, use local anesthesia,  
   or get knocked out? What is your overall threshold for pain?

Read 1 Peter 4:12–19
1. Peter says that for believers suffering should neither be surprising nor strange.  
 How do you tend to respond to suffering?
 If you were asked to tell a group of new believers what to expect in the Christian  
 life, what would you tell them?
Read John 15:18–20; 2 Timothy 3:10–15; 1 John 3:13
2. What is the message of the New Testament writers concerning persecution in the  
 life of a Christian?
 How do you respond to this message?
3. Are there places in the world today where Christians do expect persecution and   
 suffering because of their faith?
 Are you aware of anyone who is currently enduring persecution and suffering for  
 their faith in Christ?
4. What does Peter tell his readers to do when they are persecuted for the name of  
 Christ?
 What does it mean to rejoice and be glad?
 When have you experienced rejoicing as a result of suffering?
5. What is the difference between suffering for Christ and suffering due to our own  
 lack of judgment? How can we discern the difference? 
 Why do you think Peter put “meddler” in the same list as “murderer, thief, or   
 evildoer”?
6. What does it mean for a Christian to entrust their souls to the faithful Creator?
 What are some ways we can demonstrate that we have entrusted our suffering 
  to God?
7. In what ways does this passage of Scripture help you remain faithful to Jesus in  
 the midst of persecution? 

Next Steps:

	I thank God for our religious freedom, and for those who have fought to protect it.
	I rejoice that God can redeem our suffering for his glory.
	I will serve God, even in times of suffering, and even in the small decisions of life.

When Suffering Comes
I Peter 4:12–19

Criteria of Christian Suffering

 a. It will be

 b. It will be

1.     Suffering
 I Peter 4:12

2.     Suffering
 I Peter 4:15–16

3.     in Suffering
 I Peter 4:13–14

4.     Suffering to God
 I Peter 4:19


