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JOSHUA 9:1-2
AS SOON AS ALL THE KINGS WHO WERE BEYOND THE JORDAN IN

THE HILL COUNTRY AND IN THE LOWLAND ALL ALONG THE
COAST OF THE GREAT SEA TOWARD LEBANON, THE HITTITES, THE
AMORITES, THE CANAANITES, THE PERIZZITES, THE HIVITES, AND
THE JEBUSITES, HEARD OF THIS, 2 THEY GATHERED TOGETHER AS
ONE TO FIGHT AGAINST JOSHUA AND ISRAEL.



Deception #1 - Distortion

JOSHUA 9:3-5
3 BUT WHEN THE INHABITANTS OF GIBEON HEARD WHAT JOSHUA

HAD DONE TO JERICHO AND TO Al, 4 THEY ON THEIR PART ACTED
WITH CUNNING AND WENT AND MADE READY PROVISIONS AND
TOOK WORN-OUT SACKS FOR THEIR DONKEYS, AND WINESKINS,
WORN-OUT AND TORN AND MENDED, 5 WITH WORN-OUT,
PATCHED SANDALS ON THEIR FEET, AND WORN-OUT CLOTHES.
AND ALL THEIR PROVISIONS WERE DRY AND CRUMBLY.



Deception #1 - Distortion

JOSHUA 9:6-8
6 AND THEY WENT TO JOSHUA IN THE CAMP AT GILGAL AND SAID

TO HIM AND TO THE MEN OF ISRAEL, “WE HAVE COME FROM A
DISTANT COUNTRY, SO NOW MAKE A COVENANT WITH US.” 7 BUT
THE MEN OF ISRAEL SAID TO THE HIVITES, “PERHAPS YOU LIVE
AMONG US; THEN HOW CAN WE MAKE A COVENANT WITH YOU?”
8 THEY SAID TO JOSHUA, “WE ARE YOUR SERVANTS.” AND
JOSHUA SAID TO THEM, “WHO ARE YOU? AND WHERE DO YOU
COME FROM?”



Deception #1 - Distortion

JOSHUA 9:9-10
9 THEY SAID TO HIM, “FROM A VERY DISTANT COUNTRY YOUR

SERVANTS HAVE COME, BECAUSE OF THE NAME OF THE LORD
YOUR GOD. FOR WE HAVE HEARD A REPORT OF HIM, AND ALL THAT
HE DID IN EGYPT, 10 AND ALL THAT HE DID TO THE TWO KINGS OF
THE AMORITES WHO WERE BEYOND THE JORDAN, TO SIHON THE
KING OF HESHBON, AND TO OG KING OF BASHAN, WHO LIVED IN
ASHTAROTH.



Deception #1 - Distortion

JOSHUA 9:11-13
11 SO OUR ELDERS AND ALL THE INHABITANTS OF OUR COUNTRY

SAID TO US, 'TAKE PROVISIONS IN YOUR HAND FOR THE
JOURNEY AND GO TO MEET THEM AND SAY TO THEM, “WE ARE
YOUR SERVANTS. COME NOW, MAKE A COVENANT WITH US.” 13
THESE WINESKINS WERE NEW WHEN WE FILLED THEM, AND
BEHOLD, THEY HAVE BURST. AND THESE GARMENTS AND
SANDALS OF OURS ARE WORN OUT FROM THE VERY LONG
JOURNEY.”



Deception #1 - Distortion
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Deception #1 - Distortion
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HALF-TRUTHS

TWISTING SCRIPTURE
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Deception #2 - Confidence

JOSHUA 9:14-15
14 SO THE MEN TOOK SOME OF THEIR PROVISIONS, BUT DID NOT

ASK COUNSEL FROM THE LORD. 15 AND JOSHUA MADE PEACE
WITH THEM AND MADE A COVENANT WITH THEM, TO LET THEM
LIVE, AND THE LEADERS OF THE CONGREGATION SWORE TO

THEM.



Deception #2 - Confidence

JOSHUA 9:16-17
16 AT THE END OF THREE DAYS AFTER THEY HAD MADE A

COVENANT WITH THEM, THEY HEARD THAT THEY WERE THEIR
NEIGHBORS AND THAT THEY LIVED AMONG THEM. 17 AND THE
PEOPLE OF ISRAEL SET OUT AND REACHED THEIR CITIES ON THE

THIRD DAY. NOW THEIR CITIES WERE GIBEON, CHEPHIRAH,
BEEROTH, AND KIRIATH-JEARIM.



Deception #2 - Confidence

JOSHUA 9:18-19
18 BUT THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL DID NOT ATTACK THEM, BECAUSE

THE LEADERS OF THE CONGREGATION HAD SWORN TO THEM BY
THE LORD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL. THEN ALL THE CONGREGATION
MURMURED AGAINST THE LEADERS. 19 BUT ALL THE LEADERS
SAID TO ALL THE CONGREGATION, “WE HAVE SWORN TO THEM
BY THE LORD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL, AND NOW WE MAY NOT
TOUCH THEM.



Deception #2 - Confidence

JOSHUA 9:20-21
20 THIS WE WILL DO TO THEM: LET THEM LIVE, LEST WRATH BE

UPON US, BECAUSE OF THE OATH THAT WE SWORE TO THEM.” 21
AND THE LEADERS SAID TO THEM, “LET THEM LIVE.” SO THEY
BECAME CUTTERS OF WOOD AND DRAWERS OF WATER FOR ALL
THE CONGREGATION, JUST AS THE LEADERS HAD SAID OF THEM.



Deception #2 - Confidence
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Deception #3 - Proximity



Deception #3 - Proximity

JOSHUA 9:22-23
22 JOSHUA SUMMONED THEM, AND HE SAID TO THEM, “WHY DID

YOU DECEIVE US, SAYING, ‘WE ARE VERY FAR FROM YOU,” WHEN
YOU DWELL AMONG US? 23 NOW THEREFORE YOU ARE CURSED,
AND SOME OF YOU SHALL NEVER BE ANYTHING BUT SERVANTS,
CUTTERS OF WOOD AND DRAWERS OF WATER FOR THE HOUSE OF
MY GOD.”



Deception #3 - Proximity

JOSHUA 9:24-25
24 THEY ANSWERED JOSHUA, “BECAUSE IT WAS TOLD TO YOUR

SERVANTS FOR A CERTAINTY THAT THE LORD YOUR GOD HAD
COMMANDED HIS SERVANT MOSES TO GIVE YOU ALL THE LAND
AND TO DESTROY ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND FROM
BEFORE YOU—-SO WE FEARED GREATLY FOR OUR LIVES BECAUSE
OF YOU AND DID THIS THING. 25 AND NOW, BEHOLD, WE ARE IN
YOUR HAND. WHATEVER SEEMS GOOD AND RIGHT IN YOUR
SIGHT TO DO TO US, DO IT.”



Deception #3 - Proximity

JOSHUA 9:26-27
26 SO HE DID THIS TO THEM AND DELIVERED THEM OUT OF THE

HAND OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, AND THEY DID NOT KILL THEM.
27 BUT JOSHUA MADE THEM THAT DAY CUTTERS OF WOOD AND
DRAWERS OF WATER FOR THE CONGREGATION AND FOR THE
ALTAR OF THE LORD, TO THIS DAY, IN THE PLACE THAT HE
SHOULD CHOOSE.



Deception #3 - Proximity

MATTHEW 7:21-23
21

22

23



Deception #3 - Proximity

JOSHUA 9:26-27
26 SO HE DID THIS TO THEM AND DELIVERED THEM OUT OF THE

HAND OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, AND THEY DID NOT KILL THEM.
27 BUT JOSHUA MADE THEM THAT DAY CUTTERS OF WOOD AND
DRAWERS OF WATER FOR THE CONGREGATION AND FOR THE
ALTAR OF THE LORD, TO THIS DAY, IN THE PLACE THAT HE
SHOULD CHOOSE.
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Congregation Response Questions

Why is deception so much easier to see Iin
others than in ourselves?

How can something look wise and still be
disobedient?

Why do we seek God in the big things but
trust ourselves in the small things?
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