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JOSHUA 8:1-2
AND THE LORD SAID TO JOSHUA, “DO NOT FEAR AND DO NOT BE
DISMAYED. TAKE ALL THE FIGHTING MEN WITH YOU, AND ARISE, GO UP TO
AI. SEE, I HAVE GIVEN INTO YOUR HAND THE KING OF AI, AND HIS PEOPLE,
HIS CITY, AND HIS LAND. 2 AND YOU SHALL DO TO AI AND ITS KING AS
YOU DID TO JERICHO AND ITS KING. ONLY ITS SPOIL AND ITS LIVESTOCK
YOU SHALL TAKE AS PLUNDER FOR YOURSELVES. LAY AN AMBUSH
AGAINST THE CITY, BEHIND IT.” 

God Redeems His People



God Accomplishes His Victory

JOSHUA 8:3-5
3 SO JOSHUA AND ALL THE FIGHTING MEN AROSE TO GO UP TO AI. AND
JOSHUA CHOSE 30,000 MIGHTY MEN OF VALOR AND SENT THEM OUT BY
NIGHT. 4 AND HE COMMANDED THEM, “BEHOLD, YOU SHALL LIE IN
AMBUSH AGAINST THE CITY, BEHIND IT. DO NOT GO VERY FAR FROM THE
CITY, BUT ALL OF YOU REMAIN READY. 5 AND I AND ALL THE PEOPLE WHO
ARE WITH ME WILL APPROACH THE CITY. AND WHEN THEY COME OUT
AGAINST US JUST AS BEFORE, WE SHALL FLEE BEFORE THEM.



God Accomplishes His Victory

JOSHUA 8:6-9
6 AND THEY WILL COME OUT AFTER US, UNTIL WE HAVE DRAWN THEM
AWAY FROM THE CITY. FOR THEY WILL SAY, ‘THEY ARE FLEEING FROM US,
JUST AS BEFORE.’ SO WE WILL FLEE BEFORE THEM. 7 THEN YOU SHALL RISE
UP FROM THE AMBUSH AND SEIZE THE CITY, FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD
WILL GIVE IT INTO YOUR HAND. 8 AND AS SOON AS YOU HAVE TAKEN THE
CITY, YOU SHALL SET THE CITY ON FIRE. YOU SHALL DO ACCORDING TO
THE WORD OF THE LORD. SEE, I HAVE COMMANDED YOU.” 9 SO JOSHUA
SENT THEM OUT. AND THEY WENT TO THE PLACE OF AMBUSH AND LAY
BETWEEN BETHEL AND AI, TO THE WEST OF AI, BUT JOSHUA SPENT THAT
NIGHT AMONG THE PEOPLE.



God Accomplishes His Victory
JOSHUA 8:10-14
10 JOSHUA AROSE EARLY IN THE MORNING AND MUSTERED THE PEOPLE
AND WENT UP, HE AND THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL, BEFORE THE PEOPLE TO AI. 11
AND ALL THE FIGHTING MEN WHO WERE WITH HIM WENT UP AND DREW
NEAR BEFORE THE CITY AND ENCAMPED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF AI, WITH A
RAVINE BETWEEN THEM AND AI. 12 HE TOOK ABOUT 5,000 MEN AND SET
THEM IN AMBUSH BETWEEN BETHEL AND AI, TO THE WEST OF THE CITY. 13
SO THEY STATIONED THE FORCES, THE MAIN ENCAMPMENT THAT WAS
NORTH OF THE CITY AND ITS REAR GUARD WEST OF THE CITY. BUT JOSHUA
SPENT THAT NIGHT IN THE VALLEY. 14 AND AS SOON AS THE KING OF AI
SAW THIS, HE AND ALL HIS PEOPLE, THE MEN OF THE CITY, HURRIED AND
WENT OUT EARLY TO THE APPOINTED PLACE TOWARD THE ARABAH TO
MEET ISRAEL IN BATTLE. BUT HE DID NOT KNOW THAT THERE WAS AN
AMBUSH AGAINST HIM BEHIND THE CITY.



God Accomplishes His Victory
JOSHUA 8:15-19
15 AND JOSHUA AND ALL ISRAEL PRETENDED TO BE BEATEN BEFORE THEM
AND FLED IN THE DIRECTION OF THE WILDERNESS. 16 SO ALL THE PEOPLE
WHO WERE IN THE CITY WERE CALLED TOGETHER TO PURSUE THEM, AND
AS THEY PURSUED JOSHUA THEY WERE DRAWN AWAY FROM THE CITY. 17
NOT A MAN WAS LEFT IN AI OR BETHEL WHO DID NOT GO OUT AFTER
ISRAEL. THEY LEFT THE CITY OPEN AND PURSUED ISRAEL. 
18 THEN THE LORD SAID TO JOSHUA, “STRETCH OUT THE JAVELIN THAT IS
IN YOUR HAND TOWARD AI, FOR I WILL GIVE IT INTO YOUR HAND.” AND
JOSHUA STRETCHED OUT THE JAVELIN THAT WAS IN HIS HAND TOWARD
THE CITY. 19 AND THE MEN IN THE AMBUSH ROSE QUICKLY OUT OF THEIR
PLACE, AND AS SOON AS HE HAD STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND, THEY RAN
AND ENTERED THE CITY AND CAPTURED IT. AND THEY HURRIED TO SET THE
CITY ON FIRE. 



God Accomplishes His Victory

JOSHUA 8:20-23
20 SO WHEN THE MEN OF AI LOOKED BACK, BEHOLD, THE SMOKE OF THE
CITY WENT UP TO HEAVEN, AND THEY HAD NO POWER TO FLEE THIS WAY
OR THAT, FOR THE PEOPLE WHO FLED TO THE WILDERNESS TURNED BACK
AGAINST THE PURSUERS. 21 AND WHEN JOSHUA AND ALL ISRAEL SAW THAT
THE AMBUSH HAD CAPTURED THE CITY, AND THAT THE SMOKE OF THE CITY
WENT UP, THEN THEY TURNED BACK AND STRUCK DOWN THE MEN OF AI. 22
AND THE OTHERS CAME OUT FROM THE CITY AGAINST THEM, SO THEY
WERE IN THE MIDST OF ISRAEL, SOME ON THIS SIDE, AND SOME ON THAT
SIDE. AND ISRAEL STRUCK THEM DOWN, UNTIL THERE WAS LEFT NONE THAT
SURVIVED OR ESCAPED. 23 BUT THE KING OF AI THEY TOOK ALIVE, AND
BROUGHT HIM NEAR TO JOSHUA.



God Accomplishes His Victory

JOSHUA 8:24-27
24 WHEN ISRAEL HAD FINISHED KILLING ALL THE INHABITANTS OF AI IN THE
OPEN WILDERNESS WHERE THEY PURSUED THEM, AND ALL OF THEM TO THE
VERY LAST HAD FALLEN BY THE EDGE OF THE SWORD, ALL ISRAEL
RETURNED TO AI AND STRUCK IT DOWN WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD. 25
AND ALL WHO FELL THAT DAY, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, WERE 12,000, ALL
THE PEOPLE OF AI. 26 BUT JOSHUA DID NOT DRAW BACK HIS HAND WITH
WHICH HE STRETCHED OUT THE JAVELIN UNTIL HE HAD DEVOTED ALL THE
INHABITANTS OF AI TO DESTRUCTION. 27 ONLY THE LIVESTOCK AND THE
SPOIL OF THAT CITY ISRAEL TOOK AS THEIR PLUNDER, ACCORDING TO THE
WORD OF THE LORD THAT HE COMMANDED JOSHUA.



God Accomplishes His Victory

JOSHUA 8:28-29
28 SO JOSHUA BURNED AI AND MADE IT FOREVER A HEAP OF RUINS, AS IT
IS TO THIS DAY. 29 AND HE HANGED THE KING OF AI ON A TREE UNTIL
EVENING. AND AT SUNSET JOSHUA COMMANDED, AND THEY TOOK HIS
BODY DOWN FROM THE TREE AND THREW IT AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE
GATE OF THE CITY AND RAISED OVER IT A GREAT HEAP OF STONES, WHICH
STANDS THERE TO THIS DAY. 
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Congregation
Response Questions

What burden am I still carrying that Christ declared
finished at the cross?
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