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1 John 5:4-5   (NKJV)  -  For  whatever  is  born of  God
overcomes the wor ld .  And th is  is  the v ic tory  that  has
overcome the wor ld—our fa i th .  Who is  he who
overcomes the wor ld ,  but  he who bel ieves  that  Jesus
is  the Son of  God?

Through our  fa i th  in  Jesus ,  we have been dec lared
over-comers  by  the Word of  God.

1 John 5:1  (NIV)  -  Everyone who bel ieves  that  Jesus
is  the Chr ist  i s  born of  God,  and everyone who loves
the Father  loves  His  ch i ld  as  wel l .

There are  3  character is t ics  of  an overcomer:

1 .  Bel ief  (Faith)

Bibl ica l  be l ief  i s  not  just  a  one-t ime bel ief ,  but  an
ongoing,  permanent  bel ief  that  cont inual ly
expresses  whole-hearted dedicat ion and devot ion to
Jesus  Chr ist .

Bel ief  that  is  active  i s  ca l led fa i th .  

Act ive  fa i th  is  t ransformat ive .  Jesus  d id  not  just  save
us to  go to  heaven -   He saved us  to  th ink ,  act ,  and
l ive  as  His  representat ive  on earth.

Life  Appl icat ion:  

Do you bel ieve you are  dead to  s in  and al ive  to

Christ  Jesus?

What  are  the areas  in  your  l i fe  that  Chr ist  wants

victory  over?

What  does being an overcomer look  l ike  for  

you?



Romans 6:4-11 (NIV)  -  We were therefore  bur ied with

Him through bapt ism into  death in  order  that ,  just  as

Chr ist  was ra ised from the dead through the g lory  of

the Father ,  we too may l ive  a  new l i fe .  For  i f  we have

been uni ted with  Him in  a  death l ike  His ,  we wi l l

certa in ly  a lso  be uni ted with  Him in  a  resurrect ion

l ike  His .  For  we know that  our  o ld  se l f  was  cruc i f ied

with  Him so that  the body ru led by  s in  might  be done

away with ,  that  we should no longer  be s laves  to  s in

— because anyone who has  d ied has  been set  f ree

from s in .

Now i f  we d ied with  Chr ist ,  we bel ieve that  we wi l l

a lso  l ive  wi th  Him.  For  we know that  s ince Chr ist  was

ra ised from the dead,  he cannot  d ie  again ;  death no

longer  has  mastery  over  Him.  The death He d ied,  He

died to  s in  once for  a l l ;  but  the l i fe  He l ives ,  he  l ives

to  God.

In  the same way,  count  yourselves  dead to  s in  but

a l ive  to  God in  Chr ist  Jesus .

2.  Love

The overcomer not  only  loves  God,  but  loves  a l l
those who are  His  ch i ldren.

1 John 5:2-3  -  Th is  is  how we know that  we love the
chi ldren of  God:  by  lov ing God and carry ing out  His
commands.  In  fact ,  th is  i s  love for  God:  to  keep His
commands.  And His  commands are  not  burdensome,

3 .  Obedience

Obedience is  how we demonstrate  our  fa i th  and our
love.  We prove our  fa i th  by  cont inual ly  lov ing God
and other  bel ievers ,  and we prove our  love by
obeying God ’s  commands.  

An overcomer  i s  one who cont inual ly  demonstrates
faith,  love and obedience .  

Overcomer in  the Greek means “to have victory . ”  As
bel ievers  we have been g iven “conquering power ”
over  s in  and darkness .  

This  v ic tory  is  a lso  demonstrable .  I t  means
overthrowing an enemy so that  the v ic tory  is  seen by
al l .   Chr ist ’ s  v ic tory  was seen by  a l l  -  therefore ,  our
bapt ism must  be seen by  a l l  because i t  ident i f ies  us
with  His  v ic tory .


