
The Peter Principle: Part One
Pastor Steve Martin

2 Corinthians 3:5-6  (NASB) Not that we are adequate in
ourselves to consider anything as coming from
ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, who also
made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not
of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kil ls, but the
Spirit gives life.

In 1969 Laurence J.  Peter wrote a book called “The Peter
Principle”. The basic premise of the book is that in any
hierarchy, people tend to rise to their level of
incompetence. 

in the Kingdom of God, there is a different “Peter
Principle” at work. God does not call the ____________,
He qualifies the __________. 

We love Peter because he is l ike us. One moment he is
in the _______ and in another moment he is in the
_________.

Luke 6:14  Simon, whom He also named Peter, and
Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and
Bartholomew;

Jesus didn’t give him a new name to replace the old
one. He also  named him Peter.

Life  Appl ication:

Have you ever  had a posit ion that  you fe l t

unqual i f ied for?

What are the raw mater ia ls  in  your l i fe  that  the

Lord is  us ing?

When you fa l l  short ,  where do you turn for  help?



In  Greek,  the name Peter  means ___________ .

Jesus  gave S imon the n ickname Peter  because he

wanted to  perpetual ly  remind h im who he ca l led h im

to be.

Jesus  referred to  Peter  as  “S imon”  (h is  natura l

name)  whenever  he needed a  change of  th ink ing,

S imon Peter ,  indicates  the struggle  we a l l  face  wi th

our  o ld  nature ( the f lesh)  and our  new nature in  the

Spir i t .

Luke 22:32  -  Even in  h is  fa i lure ,  Jesus  never  gave up

on h im being the rock  he ca l led h im to  be.

I f  Jesus  g ives  you a  _____  _________ ,  and He prays  for

you by  that  new name,  then i t ’ s  _______________  for

you to  fa i l .

1 Peter  1 :1a -  Peter ,  an Apost le  of  Jesus  Chr ist .

The Rock ,  who carr ies  the  message  of  peace  by  the

author i ty  o f  the  one  who sent  me -  Jesus  Chr is t

Himse l f .

Peter was cal led from his mother’s womb to be a
leader.

3 key elements that go into the making of a true
leader:  

The right raw material ;  the right l ife experience  and
the right character .  

The f irst raw material  of a true leader  is
___________________.

Proverbs 4:7  -  The beginning of wisdom is this:  Get
wisdom. Though it  cost al l  you have, get
understanding.

The second raw material  of a true leader  is
___________________.

If  a person is wired for leadership he or she wil l  often
be bold and decisive. Init iative is driven by
_________________.

The third raw material  of a true leader  is
___________________.
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