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Romans 6:1-4 (NASB)  What shall we say then? Are we
to continue in sin so that grace may increase? May it
never be! How shall we who died to sin stil l  l ive in it? Or
do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?
Therefore we have been buried with Him through
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too
might walk in newness of l ife.

Why is there no such thing as a “good” or “bad”
Christian? 

A value system is nothing more than a shared set of
beliefs, principles and priorities that a group uses to
decide what is important, right or desirable.

If you want to really enjoy your Christian life, stop living
your life based on Christian values. 

The essence of Christianity is the person and work of
Jesus Christ. Christianity is not a value system about
Christ. Christianity is  Christ -  the resurrected Jesus
living in and through you to produce His l ife, His
righteous character, and His work in this world. 

Life  Appl ication

How has th is  message changed your  th ink ing?

Do you f ind i t  eas ier  to  l ive  by  va lues  ( ru les )  or

by  abid ing in  Chr ist?

Do you f ind i t  d i f f icu l t  to  bel ieve the God made

you r ighteous?  Why?  



John 15:4-5  -  Abide in  Me,  and I  in  you.  As  the

branch cannot  bear  f ru i t  of  i tse l f  unless  i t  ab ides  in

the v ine,  so  nei ther  can you unless  you abide in  Me.

I  am the v ine,  you are  the branches;  he who abides

in  Me and I  in  h im,  he bears  much fru i t ,  for  apart

from Me you can do nothing.

The most  important  quest ion a  bel iever  can ask  is

not :  “would i t  be  r ight  or  wrong for  me to  do th is?”

A  better  quest ion to  ask  is ,  “am I  abid ing in  Chr ist  at

th is  moment  so that  His  l i fe  is  fu l ly  expressed

through me?. ”

Romans 13:14  -  Chr ist ’ s  r ighteousness  is  the

Father ’s  g i f t  to  us .  We are  c lothed in  Him and His

c lothes  f i t  us  perfect ly .  

Romans 6:2b -  How shal l  we who died to  s in  st i l l

l i ve  in  i t ?

I f  your  focus  is  on your  s in  and your  fa i lures  then

you wi l l  cont inue to  try  and contro l  your  behavior .

We are  transformed from the ins ide out ,  not  the

outs ide in .  

The tree of  the knowledge of  good and evi l  =  se l f

suf f ic iency ;  l i fe  apart  f rom Chr ist

The tree of  l i fe  =  Chr ist ’ s  suf f ic iency ;  l i fe  abid ing in

Chr ist .  

There is  no love or  f reedom without  choice .  The

choice  of  l i fe  or  death is  a lways  before  us .  

Matthew 7:21-23  -  Even “good”  deeds when

produced apart  f rom Jesus  are  wrong.  

When we d ied to  s in ,  we d ied to  our  def in i t ion of

goodness ,  we d ied to  our  def in i t ion of

r ighteousness ,  and we d ied to  our  def in i t ion of  what

br ings  l i fe .
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