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Lamentations  3 :22-23 (ESV)

The steadfast  love of  the Lord never  ceases;  His
mercies  never  come to  an end;  they are  new every
morning;  great  is  your  fa ithfulness .

God’s  mercy is  not  just  something He has;  i t ’s
something He is .  The Hebrew word for  mercy is
KHEH-sed -  the word could be translated steadfast
love or  covenant  loyalty .   

In  a  world  where everything is  in  a  state  of  decay,
God’s  mercies  are  at  work  in  His  people  to  renew His
creat ion to  the state  He or ig inal ly  intended.

I  K ings  17 :1  -  E l i jah  -  h is  name means “the LORD is
God.”  His  very  name corresponds to  h is  ministry .  He
was sent  by God to  confront  Baal  and to  declare  to
al l  Israel  that  the LORD is  God and there  is  no other .  

James 5:17  -  E l i jah  was a  man with  a  nature  l ike
ours ,  and he prayed earnest ly  that  i t  would not  ra in ,
and i t  d id  not  ra in  on the earth for  three years  and
six  months.

El i jah  was not  just  a  prophet  procla iming the
drought .  Through his  prayers ,  he  actual ly  caused the
drought!

Grace required that  she serve the prophet  by dai ly

prepar ing  h is  meal .  When God saved us  by such

radical  grace,  there  is  a  requirement  that  we serve

Him with  whatever  grace resources  He ’s  g iven us.

Notes:  



Through his  encounter  with  El i jah,  K ing  Ahab was
extended mercy.

God’s  mercy opens the door  for  His  grace.  Mercy
makes grace possible.  

Hebrew s 4:16 -  Therefore  let ’s  approach the throne
of  grace with  conf idence,  so  that  we may receive
mercy and f ind grace for  help  at  the t ime of  our
need.

Mercy is  not  gett ing  what  we deserve.  Grace is
gett ing  what  we don’ t  deserve.

1  Kings  17:8-14  

Bibl ical  Pr inciple :  When God g ives  you the v is ion,  He
wi l l  provide the provis ion.  Sometimes your  provis ion
wi l l  come in  the most  unl ikely  places  through the
most  unl ikely  people.   

This  story  teaches us  that  God’s  mercies  never  fa i l ,
they never  run out ,  and that  His  mercies  wi l l  susta in
us  when everything around us  shouts :  “a l l  is  lost !”

God had chosen this  gent i le  woman for  more than a
miracle.  She was not  e lected merely  to  be saved by
grace in  the famine,  but  to  serve by grace in  the
famine.

El i jah  was not  act ing  uni lateral ly  and decreeing
without  God’s  permiss ion as  i f  God’s  hand was
forced to  obey a  human prophet .

A  decree is  an off ic ia l  pronouncement  by one with
author ity  that  determines an outcome.

When we pray,  we come into a l ignment  with  God’s
wi l l .  The power  is  not  in  the decree;  the power  is  in
the agreement .

Any k ingdom author ity  we have to  do anything on
this  earth f low s out  of  our  relat ionship with  God.

James 5:17-18  -  E l i jah  was a  man with  a  nature  l ike
ours,  and he prayed earnest ly  that  i t  would not  ra in ,
and i t  d id  not  ra in  on the earth for  three years  and
six  months.  Then he prayed again,  and the sky
poured ra in  and the earth produced i ts  fru it .

Earnest  means ser ious,  s incere,  heart-felt ,  deeply
committed.  These are  not  casual  prayers.  

God eventual ly  brought  the ra in .  But  not ice,  the ra in
came because he prayed again.  The prayer  was not
only  earnest  but  i t  was  consistent .


