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OPENING   
This week we are completing our series called Dirt.   The series’ Scripture is  Mark 4:1-20 which is called the 
Parable of the Soils or Sower or the Seed.  It is about four types of soil which represent the condition of our 
hearts and how we grow or are or hindered, personally and spiritually, as a result.  In each of four weeks we are 
unpacking one of the four.  The final week of this study is called The Receptive Heart and what we are going to 
see here is the good soil producing wonderful fruit, nuts, food, grain, flowers and all good things for God’s 
Kingdom.  The soil of our hearts will determine the growth of our faith and how productive our lives will be. 
 
SCRIPTURE1 
Mark 4:20  Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it and produce a crop – some thirty, some 
sixty, some a hundred times what was sown. 
Matthew 7:17-18  Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit  A good tree cannot 
bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 
2 Corinthians 5:17   Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  The old has gone, the new is 
here! 
Mark 4:9b  Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear. 
 
OBSERVATION  
We have learned about the hard soil, the shallow soil and the thorny soil in previous weeks, and now we will 
look at the good soil – the loam which is rich in nutrients, has plenty of depth for roots to form a firm foundation 
– which produces a huge crop.  This metaphor in Mark 4’s scripture tells us that those of us who hear the Word 
of God and accept it as truth, can produce goodness one hundred times what we invest in good works.  God’s 
Word does not change – what changes is the soil.  
 
APPLICATION  
Jesus was saying that even though everyone hears the same words He speaks, only some of us are in a position 
to listen and receive, while others have closed their ears.  We get no credit for hearing – only for doing or 
obeying.  When we put God’s Word into practice our lives produce fruit.  If our lives aren’t going in the direction 
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we would like or if we aren’t growing in our faith, the problem is not the seed – God’s Word is consistent – our 
hearts are not.  Hear it – accept it – produce fruit.  In Revelation,  verses 2:8-3:22, Jesus talks to seven ancient 
churches that represent churches of today.  He praises and disciplines them for the fruit they were or were not 
producing and He ends each message with, “Whoever has an ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the Churches.” 
QUESTION:  To what extent are you hearing, listening, obeying, and productive for God’s Kingdom?   
QUESTION:  When have you reflected on the spiritual state of mind you may be living in and said, “I want to 
be all in for  Christ!”?   
QUESTION:  Which of the seven churches do you think represents The Crossing Church?  Why? 
Some of us come to church, feel badly about ourselves, and go home and that is the extent of our religious 
experience.  Feeling bad is not obedience.  Jesus is inviting us to follow Him and when we do, our lives will 
change, but it isn’t a one-time event.  We are to keep on listening, accepting, obeying and keep on applying as 
we personalize our relationship with Him.  Obedience was a key component of Jesus’ healing ministry.  He 
healed a blind man, but first put mud and saliva on his eyes and told him to wash out his eyes before he could 
see.2  In Luke 17, He healed ten lepers having first told them to go and show themselves to the priests. All were 
healed after being obedient and putting their faith into action, but only one returned to thank Jesus for his 
miracle. 
QUESTION:  Tell us about a time when has God first asked you to take a particular action before your healing 
was complete? 
QUESTION:  When have you forgotten to thank Jesus for healing a situation in your life?  It’s never too late. 
A trend today among some on-line spiritual leaders is called deconstruction.  They give advice to people who 
have been hurt in churches by people in churches.  The result is people walking away from their faith.  We need 
to be on the frontline of helping to bring healing and wholeness to those people – not turn them away.  We 
need to help them reconstruct their faith and move forward.  If they have built their faith on sand, we can help 
them rebuild on the Rock of Jesus Christ, by hearing and obeying God’s Word. 
QUESTION:  Whom do you know who needs your help to reconstruct their faith?  How will you go about 
helping that happen? 
So, how can we soften the soil of our hearts and help others to do so with us?  We all want God to speak to us 
in whatever way will make His will for us clear, right?  But the real issue isn’t God speaking – it is our 1) Listening.  
Preparation for hearing His voice comes by studying God’s Word.  A survey of 100,000 Christians found that, if 
they were in His Word four days a week, that is the biggest indicator that they will grow in their faith.  Those 
who do this find that excessive drinking goes down by 57%; pornography by 61%; gambling by 74%; sexual 
immorality  by 68%.  Additionally, self-destructive thoughts go down 32%; loneliness 30%; discouragement 31% 
and isolation 32%. This is not behavioral change by guilt and manipulation – the Bible changes the heart, the 
heart changes behavior and changed behavior changes lives.   
QUESTION:  What strongholds do you want to let  go? 
The next thing we can do is 2)  Surrender our lives to Jesus. When we are in Christ, we aren’t just a better version 
of ourselves – we are a new creation!  Then there is  3)  Baptism.  It is a big deal to Jesus as it represents His 
death, burial and resurrection as we die to our old selves, and are raised to a new life in Him.  He started His 
ministry with baptism and ended with the command that we be baptized as we publicly identify with Him. 
QUESTION:  If you have never been baptized, why not? 
QUESTION:  Whom do you know who is a Christian but hasn’t been baptized?  What conversation are you 
willing to have with them about this? 
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In summary, we have studied the hardened heart, the shallow heart,  distracted heart and the receptive heart.  
Each of us has the opportunity to evaluate the condition of our heart and determine if we are content with what 
we find or if we are ready for a new life – to become a new creature in Christ Jesus.   
QUESTION:  Over  these four weeks, we have discussed the condition of our hearts.  What have you discovered 
about yours? 
QUESTION:  What are you willing to do to make the changes necessary to be on fire for Jesus? 
 
PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, if we are honest with ourselves and You, we will find that spiritual growth and maturity is 
needed in our journey with Your Son.  Give us the objectivity to admit where our hearts need to soften so that 
we can be productive participants in Your Kingdom on earth.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

      QUESTIONS 

QUESTION:  To what extent are you hearing, listening, obeying, and productive for God’s 
Kingdom?   
 
QUESTION:  When have you reflected on the spiritual state of mind you may be living in and 
said, “I want to be all in for Christ”?   
 
QUESTION:   Which of the seven churches do you think represents The Crossing Church? Why? 
 
QUESTION:  Tell us about a time when has God first asked you to take a particular action 
before your healing was complete? 
 
QUESTION:  When have you forgotten to thank Jesus for healing a situation in your life?  It’s 
never too late. 
 
QUESTION:  Whom do you know who needs your help to reconstruct their faith?  How will 
you go about helping that happen? 
 
QUESTION:  What strongholds do you want to let you go? 
 
QUESTION:  If you have never been baptized, why not? 
 
QUESTION:  Whom do you know who is a Christian but hasn’t been baptized?  What 
conversation are you willing to have with them about this? 
 
QUESTION:  Over these four weeks, we have discussed the condition of our hearts.  What have 
you discovered about yours?  
 
QUESTION:  What are you willing to do to make the changes necessary to be on fire for Jesus? 


