
MATTHEW 21:1–17  |  JOHN 12:23–26

THE KING WE 
WEREN’T EXPECTING



1  Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to 
Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front 
of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and 
a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If 
anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord 
needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 This took 
place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

5  “ Say to the daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”

MATTHEW 21: 1 – 5



6  The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.
7  They brought the donkey and the colt and put on 
them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of the 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. 9 And the crowds that went before him and that 
followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 And when he entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who 
is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet 
Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”

MATTHEW 21: 6 – 11



12  And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who 
sold and bought in the temple, and he overturned the 
tables of the money-changers and the seats of those 
who sold pigeons. 13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My 
house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make 
it a den of robbers.”

14  And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, 
and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and 
the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and 
the children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David!” they were indignant,

MATTHEW 21: 12 – 15



16  and they said to him, “Do you hear what these are 
saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you 
never read,

“‘ Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies 
you have prepared praise’?”

17  And leaving them, he went out of the city to 
Bethany and lodged there.

MATTHEW 21: 16 – 17



He is Fully in Control (vv. 1–3) 

“�Go�into�the�village�in�front�of�you,�and�immediately�you�will�find�a�donkey�tied,�
and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything 
to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 

The King is here



He Fulfills the Right Expectations (vv. 4–10) 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold,�your�king�is�coming�to�you;
    righteous and having salvation is he,
humble�and�mounted�on�a�donkey,
����on�a�colt,�the�foal�of�a�donkey.

— Zechariah 9:9 

The King is here



He Reorders Worship in the Temple (vv. 12–13) 

“ And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the 
temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats 
of those who sold pigeons. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be 
called�a�house�of�prayer,’�but�you�make�it�a�den�of�robbers.”�And�the�blind�and�
the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them” 

The King is here



“ Jesus’ disruption of temple worship functions as 
a call to repentance: it is both a word of promise 
and a threat of judgment.”  — J. Nolland 

I will drive them out of my house.
— Hosea 9:15

The King is here



The King is here

It is very possible to be “religious” 
and miss the Kingdom of God. 

Do you center your life, worship, and 
ministry around the King?



He Heals the People (vv. 14) 

Once the “second class” citizens came to Jesus, he elevated and healed 
them. They can now sacrifice and worship. There are no second class 
citizens in the kingdom of God. 

The King is here



22  Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever 
loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in 
this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone 
serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, 
the Father will honor him.

JOHN 12: 22 – 26



27  “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have 
come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then 
a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I 
will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that stood there and 
heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An 
angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This 
voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31 Now is the 
judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world 
be cast out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to 
show by what kind of death he was going to die. 

JOHN 12: 27 – 33



34  So the crowd answered him, “We have heard 
from the Law that the Christ remains forever. 
How can you say that the Son of Man must be 
lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35 So Jesus 
said to them, “The light is among you for a little 
while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest 
darkness overtake you. The one who walks in 
the darkness does not know where he is going.

36  While you have the light, believe in the light, 
that you may become sons of light.” 

JOHN 12: 34 – 36



The Father’s Purposes are Fulfilled (vv. 27–28) 

“ Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your 
name.”�Then�a�voice�came�from�heaven:�“I�have�glorified�it,�and�I�will�
glorify it again.” 

The King is here To Die (John 12:23–33)



The Sinners are Redeemed (vv. 32–36) 

And I, when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.

— John 12:32–33 

And�the�Lord�said�to�Moses,�“Make�a�fiery�
serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone 
who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.”

— Numbers 21:8 

The King is here To Die (John 12:23–33)



Far be it from me to boast except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has 
been crucified to me and I to the world.

— Galatians 6:14 

 

The King is here To Die (John 12:23–33)


