
GENESIS
A TALE OF TWO BROTHERS

Genesis 4:1–16



Genesis 4:1–2

Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived 
and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with 
the help of the Lord.” And again, she bore his 
brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, 
and Cain a worker of the ground.



God is Gracious, Even After the Fall

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You 
shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird 
of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that 
has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.  

Genesis 1:28-30

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.

Genesis 3:15



God is Gracious, Even After the Fall

“ Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, 
remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; 
I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning 
and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 
and I will accomplish all my purpose,’

Isaiah 46:8-10

Where are you seeing God’s grace today?



Genesis 4:3–7

In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering 
of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also brought of the 
firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord 
had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his 
offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his 
face fell. The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why 
has your face fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? 
And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its 
desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.”



 God Desires Heart-Felt Worship

“By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through 
which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting 
his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.

Hebrews 11:4

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near 
to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

Hebrews 11:6

But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 
Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully 
grown brings forth death.

James 1:14–15



 God Desires Heart-Felt Worship

God is first concerned with our hearts. 
“I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not 
accept them; and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look 
upon them. Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your 
harps I will not listen. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like 
an ever-flowing stream. 

Amos 5:21-24

Where is your heart this morning? 
Are you, from the overflow of your heart, worshipping the Lord?

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

Romans 12:1



God Desires Heart-Felt Worship

Sin is pervasive and deadly 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

James 4:7



Genesis 4:8-12

Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the 
field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 
Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” 
He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” And the 
Lord said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s 
blood is crying to me from the ground. And now you are 
cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to 
receive your brother’s blood from your hand. When you 
work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. 
You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 



Genesis 4:13-16

Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I 
can bear. Behold, you have driven me today away from 
the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall 
be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever 
finds me will kill me.” Then the Lord said to him, “Not 
so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him 
sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest any who 
found him should attack him. Then Cain went away from 
the presence of the Lord and settled in the land of Nod, 
east of Eden.



God’s Grace Shines 
Through the Darkest Situations

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.

Psalm 51:4

We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his 
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and 
his brother’s righteous.

1 John 3:12

and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

Hebrews 12:24



Colossians 1:15-20

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and 
for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he 
might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of his cross.


