Day 1: The Posture of Humility
Reading: John 13:1-17

Devotional: When Jesus knelt to wash His disciples' feet, He revealed the upside-down
nature of His kingdom. The Creator of the universe took the position of a servant,
demonstrating that true greatness is found in humility. Peter's resistance mirrors our own
struggle to accept this radical call. We want to serve Jesus on our terms, maintaining our
dignity and self-reliance. Yet Jesus says clearly: if He doesn't wash us, we have no part in
Him. Today, consider where pride keeps you from serving others. Who in your life needs
you to take the lower position? Remember, following Jesus means embracing the
uncomfortable truth that the first must be last. Ask God to reveal one specific way you
can serve someone beneath you today, washing their feet in practical love.

Day 2: Connected to the Source
Reading: John 15:1-8

Devotional: A branch severed from the vine withers quickly, becoming brittle and lifeless.
Jesus uses this vivid image to confront our illusion of self-sufficiency. We convince
ourselves we can maintain spiritual health while remaining disconnected from daily
communion with Christ. Yet apart from Him, we can do nothing of eternal value. Abiding
isn't passive; it's an active, intentional choice to remain connected throughout the day.
When anxiety rises, when anger flares, when old patterns resurface—these are moments
to return your attention to Jesus. The branch doesn't strive to produce fruit; it simply stays
attached, and fruit comes naturally. What distractions are severing your connection to
Christ? Commit today to one practice that keeps you consciously connected: breath
prayers, Scripture meditation, or simply pausing to acknowledge His presence in ordinary
moments.

Day 3: The Dust of the Rabbi
Reading: Luke 9:23-26, Matthew 11:28-30

Devotional: In ancient Israel, disciples followed their rabbi so closely that the dust from
the master's feet covered them. This wasn't casual observation—it was total life
immersion. The disciples weren't the elite; they were fishermen and tax collectors, the
ones initially deemed "not good enough." Yet Jesus called them to follow so intimately
that His way of life would transfer onto them. This is our calling too: not merely to learn
about Jesus, but to become like Him. Daily proximity transforms us. When we walk closely
with Christ, His compassion rubs off on us, His patience becomes ours, His love flows
through us. Are you content with knowing about Jesus, or are you pursuing the
transformative closeness that changes you? Today, ask yourself: what would it look like to
follow Jesus so closely that His character covers you?

Day 4: Practicing His Presence
Reading: Psalm 139:1-18

Devotional: David understood a profound truth: there is nowhere we can go where God is
not already present. From the heights of heaven to the depths of the sea, God is there. Yet
knowing God's omnipresence intellectually differs vastly from practicing His presence
daily. We live as practical atheists, acknowledging God exists while functionally ignoring



Him in our decisions, conversations, and thoughts. Practicing God's presence means
developing an awareness that He walks with you—in the grocery store, during difficult
conversations, in moments of temptation, and in seasons of joy. It's returning your
attention to Him repeatedly throughout the day: "Lord, You're here. Help me see this
situation through Your eyes." This isn't about perfection; it's about proximity. Begin today
with this simple prayer: "Jesus, make me aware of Your presence in this moment." Repeat
it hourly, training your heart to recognize the One who never leaves.

Day 5: Heaven Into You
Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:17-18, Philippians 2:1-1

Devotional: Following Jesus is less about getting you into heaven and more about
getting heaven into you. This startling truth reframes everything. Christianity isn't a ticket
to punch but a life to live—a daily transformation where we become increasingly like
Christ. Paul writes that we are being transformed into His image with ever-increasing
glory. This happens as we behold Him, practice His presence, and abide in the vine. The
goal isn't just knowing Jesus; it's becoming like the One who humbled Himself, taking the
form of a servant. When you fail—and you will—grace covers you. The Christian life is
about direction, not perfection. Are you moving toward Jesus or away from Him? Today,
identify one character trait of Jesus you want to develop. Confess your inability to
manufacture it yourself, and ask the Spirit to produce this fruit in you as you remain
connected to Christ.

Closing Reflection: This week, commit to one daily practice that keeps you abiding in
Christ. Whether it's morning Scripture reading, breath prayers throughout the day, or
evening reflection, choose something sustainable. Remember: the branch doesn't
struggle to produce fruit; it simply stays connected to the vine. Your transformation flows
from proximity to Jesus, not from trying harder. Abide in Him, and watch what He
produces in and through you.



