
D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

K I N G  J E S U S  -  P A R T  1 1  -  E A S T E R  S U N D A Y 


Q U E S T I O N  1

Pastor Nathan shared how there’s 3 steps to becoming a part  of  God’s Kingdom (as 
out l ine by Jesus) .  Step 1:  Repent (Turn from being king of your own l i fe) .  Step 2:  
Bel ieve (Give your al legiance to Jesus as king and l ive out the values of  His 
k ingdom) Step 3:  Be Bapt ized (Signi fy your death to sel f  & new l i fe in Chr ist  by 
enter ing the waters of  bapt ism).  


How does the idea of giv ing al legiance to Jesus change your understanding of what 
i t  means to bel ieve? 


Have you taken step 3 (bapt ism)? Why or why not? 


G e t - t o - k n o w - m e

Q U E S T I O N  2 I n t o - t h e - B i b l e  

Read Matthew 28:1-15, Mark 16:1-20, Luke 24:1-53, John 20:1-29  

Compare and contrast these stor ies of  Jesus’s resurrect ion and the events that 
fol low. What stands out to you? What makes you cur ious? 


After going through this ser ies,  i f  you had to descr ibe the gospel  to soemone in just  
a couple sentences, what would you say? 


Q U E S T I O N  3 T a k e - i t - h o m e

What is your favour i te Easter t radt ion that your fami ly has? 




S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G S

M A T T H E W  2 8 : 1 - 5 


1 After the Sabbath,  at  dawn on the f i rst  day of  the week, Mary Magdalene  and the 
other Mary  went to look at the tomb. 


2  There was a v iolent earthquake,   for  an angel  of the Lord came down from heaven 
and, going to the tomb, rol led back the stone  and sat on i t .  3  His appearance was 
l ike l ightning, and his c lothes were white as snow.  4  The guards were so afraid of  
h im that they shook and became l ike dead men. 


5  The angel  said to the women, “Do not be afraid,   for  I  know that you are looking for 
Jesus, who was cruci f ied.  6  He is not here;  he has r isen, just  as he said.  Come and 
see the place where he lay.  7  Then go quickly and tel l  h is disciples:  ‘He has r isen 
from the dead and is going ahead of you into Gal i lee.  There you wi l l  see him.’  Now I  
have told you.” 


8  So the women hurr ied away from the tomb, afraid yet f i l led with joy,  and ran to te l l  
h is disciples.  9  Suddenly Jesus met them.  “Greet ings,”  he said.  They came to him, 
clasped his feet and worshiped him.  10  Then Jesus said to them,  “Do not be afraid.  
Go and tel l  my brothers   to go to Gal i lee;  there they wi l l  see me.” 

The Guards’ Report 


11  While the women were on their  way, some of the guards  went into the ci ty and 
reported to the chief  pr iests everything that had happened.  12  When the chief  
pr iests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large 
sum of money,  13   te l l ing them, “You are to say,  ‘His disciples came dur ing the night 
and stole him away  whi le we were asleep.’  14   I f  th is report  gets to the governor,  we 
wi l l  sat isfy him and keep you out of  t rouble.”  15  So the soldiers took the money and 
did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the 
Jews to this very day. 




S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G S

M A R K  1 6 : 1 - 2 0 


1 When the Sabbath was over,  Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of  James, and 
Salome bought spices  so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body.  2  Very ear ly on 
the f i rst  day of  the week, just  after  sunr ise,  they were on their  way to the tomb  3  and 
they asked each other,  “Who wi l l  ro l l  the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 


4  But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been 
rol led away.  5  As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white 
robe  sit t ing on the r ight s ide,  and they were alarmed. 


6  “Don’t  be alarmed,” he said.  “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene,  who was 
cruci f ied. He has r isen!  He is not here.  See the place where they la id him.  7  But go, 
te l l  h is disciples and Peter,  ‘He is going ahead of you into Gal i lee.  There you wi l l  see 
him,   just  as he told you.’” 


8  Trembl ing and bewi ldered, the women went out and f led from the tomb. They said 
nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. 


9  When Jesus rose ear ly on the f i rst  day of  the week, he appeared f i rst  to Mary 
Magdalene,  out of  whom he had dr iven seven demons.  10  She went and told those 
who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping.  11  When they heard 
that Jesus was al ive and that she had seen him, they did not bel ieve i t . 


12  Afterward Jesus appeared in a di fferent form to two of them whi le they were 
walking in the country.  13  These returned and reported i t  to the rest;  but they did 
not bel ieve them either. 


14  Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eat ing; he rebuked them for 
their  lack of  fa i th and their  stubborn refusal  to bel ieve those who had seen him after 
he had r isen. 




S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G S

M A R K  1 6 : 1 - 2 0  C O N T ’ D 


15  He said to them, “Go into al l  the world and preach the gospel  to al l  
creat ion.  16  Whoever bel ieves and is bapt ized wi l l  be saved, but whoever does not 
bel ieve wi l l  be condemned.  17  And these signs  wil l  accompany those who bel ieve:  In 
my name they wi l l  dr ive out demons;   they wi l l  speak in new tongues;  18   they wi l l  
p ick up snakes  with their  hands; and when they dr ink deadly poison, i t  wi l l  not hurt  
them at a l l ;  they wi l l  p lace their  hands on  sick people,  and they wi l l  get wel l .” 


19  After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven  and he sat 
at  the r ight hand of God.  20  Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere,  
and the Lord worked with them and conf i rmed his word by the s igns   that 
accompanied i t . 


	 




S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G S

L U K E  2 4 : 1 - 5 3 


1  On the f i rst  day of  the week, very ear ly in the morning, the women took the spices 
they had prepared  and went to the tomb.  2  They found the stone rol led away from 
the tomb,  3  but when they entered, they did not f ind the body of the Lord 
Jesus.  4  While they were wondering about this,  suddenly two men in clothes that 
gleamed l ike l ightning  stood beside them.  5   In their  f r ight the women bowed down 
with their  faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the 
l iv ing among the dead?  6  He is not here;  he has r isen!  Remember how he told you, 
whi le he was st i l l  with you in Gal i lee:  7   ‘The Son of Man  must be del ivered over to 
the hands of s inners,  be cruci f ied and on the third day be raised again. ’  ”  8  Then 
they remembered his words. 


9  When they came back from the tomb, they told al l  these things to the Eleven and 
to al l  the others.  10   I t  was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of  James, and 
the others with them  who told this to the apost les.  11  But they did not bel ieve   the 
women, because their  words seemed to them l ike nonsense.  12  Peter,  however,  got 
up and ran to the tomb. Bending over,  he saw the str ips of  l inen ly ing by 
themselves,  and he went away,  wondering to himself  what had happened. 


13  Now that same day two of them were going to a v i l lage cal led Emmaus, about 
seven mi les[a]   f rom Jerusalem.  14  They were ta lk ing with each other about 
everything that had happened.  15  As they ta lked and discussed these things with 
each other,  Jesus himself  came up and walked along with them;  16  but they were 
kept f rom recogniz ing him. 


17  He asked them,  “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

They stood st i l l ,  their  faces downcast.  18  One of them, named Cleopas,  asked him, 
“Are you the only one vis i t ing Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
happened there in these days?” 


19  “What things?”  he asked. 


“About Jesus of Nazareth,”   they repl ied. “He was a prophet,  powerful  in word and 
deed before God and al l  the people.  20  The chief  pr iests and our rulers  handed him 
over to be sentenced to death,  and they cruci f ied him;  21  but we had hoped that he 
was the one who was going to redeem Israel .  And what is more,  i t  is  the third 
day  since al l  th is took place. 




S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G S

L U K E  2 4 : 1 - 5 3  C O N T ’ D 


22   In addit ion,  some of our women amazed us.  They went to the tomb ear ly th is 
morning  23  but didn’t  f ind his body. They came and told us that they had seen a 
v is ion of angels,  who said he was al ive.  24  Then some of our companions went to 
the tomb and found i t  just  as the women had said,  but they did not see Jesus.” 


25  He said to them,  “How fool ish you are,  and how slow to bel ieve al l  that the 
prophets have spoken!  26  Did not the Messiah have to suffer  these things and then 
enter his glory?”  27  And beginning with Moses  and al l  the Prophets,  he explained to 
them what was said in al l  the Scr iptures concerning himself . 


28  As they approached the v i l lage to which they were going, Jesus cont inued on as 
i f  he were going farther.  29  But they urged him strongly,  “Stay with us,  for  i t  is  near ly 
evening; the day is a lmost over.”  So he went in to stay with them. 


30  When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke i t  and 
began to give i t  to them.  31  Then their  eyes were opened and they recognized 
him,  and he disappeared from their  s ight.  32  They asked each other,  “Were not our 
hearts burning within us  whi le he ta lked with us on the road and opened the 
Scr iptures   to us?” 


33  They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and 
those with them, assembled together  34  and saying, “ I t  is  t rue!  The Lord  has r isen 
and has appeared to Simon.”  35  Then the two told what had happened on the way, 
and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 


36  While they were st i l l  ta lk ing about this,  Jesus himself  stood among them and said 
to them,  “Peace be with you.” 


37  They were start led and fr ightened, th inking they saw a ghost.  38  He said to 
them,  “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts r ise in your minds?  39  Look at my 
hands and my feet.  I t  is  I  myself !  Touch me and see;  a ghost does not have f lesh and 
bones, as you see I  have.” 




S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G S

L U K E  2 4 : 1 - 5 3  C O N T ’ D 


40  When he had said this,  he showed them his hands and feet.  41  And whi le they 
st i l l  d id not bel ieve i t  because of joy and amazement,  he asked them,  “Do you have 
anything here to eat?”  42  They gave him a piece of broi led f ish,  43  and he took i t  
and ate i t  in their  presence. 


44  He said to them,  “This is what I  to ld you whi le I  was st i l l  with you:  Everything 
must be ful f i l led   that is wr i t ten about me in the Law of Moses,   the Prophets  and the 
Psalms.” 


45  Then he opened their  minds so they could understand the Scr iptures.  46  He told 
them,  “This is what is wr i t ten:  The Messiah wi l l  suffer  and r ise from the dead on the 
third day,  47  and repentance for the forgiveness of s ins wi l l  be preached in his 
name   to al l  nat ions,  beginning at Jerusalem.  48  You are witnesses  of these 
things.  49   I  am going to send you what my Father has promised;  but stay in the ci ty 
unt i l  you have been clothed with power f rom on high.” 


50  When he had led them out to the v ic in i ty of  Bethany,  he l i f ted up his hands and 
blessed them.  51  While he was blessing them, he left  them and was taken up into 
heaven.  52  Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy.  53  And they stayed cont inual ly at  the temple,  prais ing God. 




S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G S

J O H N  2 0 : 1 - 2 9 


1  Early on the f i rst  day of  the week, whi le i t  was st i l l  dark,  Mary Magdalene  went to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  2  So she 
came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple,  the one Jesus loved,  and said,  
“They have taken the Lord out of  the tomb, and we don’t  know where they have put 
him!” 


3  So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb.  4  Both were running, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb f i rst .  5  He bent over and looked 
in  at the str ips of  l inen   ly ing there but did not go in.  6  Then Simon Peter came along 
behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the str ips of  l inen ly ing 
there,  7  as wel l  as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head.  The cloth 
was st i l l  ly ing in i ts place, separate from the l inen.  8  Final ly the other disciple,  who 
had reached the tomb f i rst ,  also went inside. He saw and bel ieved.  9   (They st i l l  d id 
not understand from Scr ipture   that Jesus had to r ise from the dead.)  10  Then the 
disciples went back to where they were staying. 


11  Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept,  she bent over to look into 
the tomb  12  and saw two angels in white,  seated where Jesus’ body had been, one 
at the head and the other at  the foot. 


13  They asked her,  “Woman, why are you crying?” 


“They have taken my Lord away,” she said,  “and I  don’t  know where they have put 
him.”  14  At this,  she turned around and saw Jesus standing there,  but she did not 
real ize that i t  was Jesus. 


15  He asked her,  “Woman, why are you crying?  Who is i t  you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener,  she said,  “Sir,  i f  you have carr ied him away, te l l  me 
where you have put him, and I  wi l l  get him.” 


16  Jesus said to her,  “Mary.” 


She turned toward him and cr ied out in Aramaic,  “Rabboni !”   (which means 
“Teacher”) . 




S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G S

J O H N  2 0 : 1 - 2 9  C O N T ’ D 


17  Jesus said,  “Do not hold on to me, for I  have not yet ascended to the Father.  Go 
instead to my brothers  and tel l  them, ‘ I  am ascending to my Father  and your Father,  
to my God and your God.’” 


18  Mary Magdalene  went to the disciples  with the news: “ I  have seen the Lord!” And 
she told them that he had said these things to her. 


19  On the evening of that f i rst  day of  the week, when the disciples were together,  
with the doors locked for fear of  the Jewish leaders,  Jesus came and stood among 
them and said,  “Peace  be with you!”  20  After he said this,  he showed them his 
hands and side.  The disciples were over joyed  when they saw the Lord. 


21  Again Jesus said,  “Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent me,   I  am sending 
you.”  22  And with that he breathed on them and said,  “Receive the Holy Spir i t .  23   I f  
you forgive anyone’s s ins,  their  s ins are forgiven; i f  you do not forgive them, they are 
not forgiven.” 


24  Now Thomas   (a lso known as Didymus[a] ) ,  one of the Twelve,  was not with the 
disciples when Jesus came.  25  So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord!” 


But he said to them, “Unless I  see the nai l  marks in his hands and put my f inger 
where the nai ls were,  and put my hand into his s ide,   I  wi l l  not bel ieve.” 


26  A week later his disciples were in the house again,  and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said,  “Peace  be with you!”  27  Then he said to Thomas,  “Put your f inger here;  see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put i t  into my side. Stop doubt ing and bel ieve.” 


28  Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 


29  Then Jesus told him,  “Because you have seen me, you have bel ieved;  blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have bel ieved.” 
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