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“Destroy this temple, and in three days
I will raise it up.”
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episode I
the temple in the old testament

Hypodeigma - a sign, representation, figure, copy · an example for imitation. of the thing to be imitated.
 
This Greek term is used to indicate human behavior that should either be emulated or avoided (John 13:15; Heb 4:11; 
Jas 5:10; 2 Pet 2:6). 
  
PATTERN - τύπος 
typos, mold, model, outline, sketch,
  
This term is used for the model (Hebrew tahnît ) (Exod 25:39, 
quoted in Acts 7:44; Heb 8:5). 
 
A typos, then, is a representational plan not actual.

THE PATTERN - EXODUS 25

THE ARK OF THE COVENANT

The instructions for the TEMPLE (Sanctuary) begin with THE ARK (37:1–9), which is God’s throne, from where he will 
meet and speak with Moses (25:22).



The ark of the covenant (Ex. 25:10–22; 37:1–9) 
It contained within it the two stone tablets of the Testimony (the Ten Commandments). 
“a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff that budded” (Heb. 9:4).

It was between the cherubim, that the Lord will speak to Moses (v. 22; Num. 7:89). 
“enthroned” upon the cherubim (Ps. 80:1; 1 Sam. 4:4; 2 Sam. 6:2; Isa. 37:16).

The Hebrew noun for the lid of the ark, kapporeth—literally translates “covering”—is from the verb kaphar, meaning “to atone” 
or “to cover.” 

JESUS IS OUR KAPHAR; OUR COVERING, OUR ATONEMENT!

Atonement points to the atoning death of Christ through which the sinner is reconciled to God, in a restored relationship. 
(I Corinthians 15:3, 4).

GOD COVERS OUR SINS, THE DEMANDS OF THE LAW ARE COVERED BY HIS MERCY AND GRACE

point one: TEMPLE GIVES US ACCESS TO GOD BECAUSE OF HIS NATURE

THE TABLE FOR THE BREAD OF THE PRESENCE

The wooden table, overlaid with pure gold (Ex. 25:23–30; 37:10–16), 

The bread of the Presence consisted of 12 flat loaves of bread, symbolizing the 12 tribes of Israel 
(Lev. 24:5–9).
 
They were not touched during the week, but on the Sabbath they were eaten by priests (Lev 24:9) and replaced with 12 fresh loaves.



            

The Bread of the Presence teaches that we can completely depend on God for both temporal and spiritual food.

Throughout the Bible, bread is a symbolic representation of God's life-sustaining provision.

POINT TWO: TEMPLE GIVES US ACCESS TO GOD FOR PROVISION

THE GOLDEN LAMPSTAND

The golden lampstand (Ex. 25:31–40) 

Light is of vital importance to sustaining life.

God Himself is the source of that light (cp. Ps. 104:2; perhaps James 1:17). this light likely signified the divine presence just as 
the luminous cloud of the Shekinah glory (Exod. 24:15–18; 40:38; 2 Chron. 5:13–14; 7:2).

Jesus is “the light of the world” and His followers will have “the light of life” (i.e., the truth that brings life; John 8:12). 

Jesus explained to John that, The seven candlesticks are the seven churches. (Rev. 1:12-20) Just as Jesus is light, 
we are seen as light.

POINT three: TEMPLE GIVES US ACCESS TO GOD’s LIGHT IN DARK TIMES



The Altar of Incense

The wooden altar, overlaid with pure gold (Ex. 30:1–10; 37:25–28),

The altar and the fragrant incense in the earthly sanctuary were an example of the work our great High Priest is 
performing for us. (Heb. 8:5; 3:1) 

The smoke of the incense represents our prayers, made fragrant by the righteousness of Christ. 
 
The incense was always ascending, meaning that at any time, day or night, when a struggling person cries out for help, or gives 
thanks and praise for help received, his prayer is heard. 
We can call on Jesus because,

Hebrews 7:25 ESV
25 Jesus is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for 
them.

Just like the smoke was not restricted but had easy, direct access to the presence of God; 

We have direct access to God through our prayers.

POINT FOUR: TEMPLE GIVES US ACCESS TO GOD IN COMMUNICATING



            

THE BRONZE LAVER (BASIN)

water Represents the washing needed for cleansing. 
Jesus Christ was baptized and he also became our baptism. 

Romans 6:3-11 

THE WASHING SECURES CLEANSING AND GIVES US ACCESS

POINT FIVE: TEMPLE GIVES US ACCESS TO GOD through redemption

reflection
do you need cleansing for the sins you have committed?
You are more than your mistakes, you are a created being with a divine purpose.



The Altar of Burnt Offering

Ex. 27:1–8 Bronze Altar. 

There was only one altar in the entire TEMPLE, only one place of Sacrifice.

What GOD promises in the Ark of the Covenant, He provides in the Altar of Burnt offering

Jesus died on Calvary for our sins
He is the Atonement of our sins. 

“And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.”
1 John 2:2

“who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,”
Galatians 1:4

BECAUSE OF THE ATONEMENT THROUGH THE DEATH OF THE LAMB WE HAVE ACCESS TO GOD

POINT SIX: TEMPLE MEANS WE HAVE ACCESS TO GOD AS RIGHTEOUS



THE TABERNACLE AND COURT

It was the first mobile TEMPLE!

THE TEMPLE IS THE VESSEL THAT GOD USES TO DWELL AMONG THE ISRAELITES

TEMPLE IS A REMINDER THAT GOD IS PRESENT & NEAR

The tabernacle was a portable TEMPLE—a “tent of meeting”—within a movable 
courtyard (Exodus 25–31; 35–40). 

a (sanctuary) TEMPLE - The Hebrew word used here, miqdash, comes from the verb qadash (rendered “to be holy” or “make holy”) 
and refers to an enclosed sacred space designated for the presence of Yahweh.
 
TEMPLE —is the visible expression of the covenant between Yahweh and His people (Exod 25:8–9).
 

TEMPLE IS A REMINDER THAT GOD IS PRESENT & NEAR

POINT SEVEN: TEMPLE MEANS US SINNERS, HAVE ACCESS TO A HOLY GOD WHO MAKES US HOLY

REFLECTION:
NOW THAT YOU HAVE ACCESS, is there anything you want to say to God? is there anything you need from God?
Do you need guidance in your life? Are you in a dark place in your life and need some light?
ARE YOU WORRIED? ARE YOU STRESSED?
ARE YOU SCARED that you have sinned too much to receive God’s love?

This is the reminder, YOU HAVE ACCESS

TEMPLE = ACCESS GRANTED

WHY, BECAUSE OF JESUS! 

contact us at www.grandviewsda.com/contact for bible studies or baptism 
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