


The priests and the captain of the temple guard 
and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John 
while they were speaking to the people. 2 They 
were greatly disturbed because the apostles 
were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus 
the resurrection of the dead.

Acts 4:1-4



3 They seized Peter and John and, because it 
was evening, they put them in jail until the next 
day. 4 But many who heard the message 
believed; so the number of men who believed 
grew to about five thousand.  

Acts 4:1-4



“What are we going to do with these men?” they 
asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they 
have performed a notable sign, and we cannot 
deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from spreading 
any further among the people, we must warn 
them to speak no longer to anyone in this name.”

Acts 4:16-20



18 Then they called them in again and 
commanded them not to speak or teach at all in 
the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, 
“Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or 
to him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we 
cannot help speaking about what we have seen 
and heard.”

Acts 4:16-20



Then the high priest and all his associates, who 
were members of the party of the Sadducees, were 
filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles 
and put them in the public jail. 19 But during the 
night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the 
jail and brought them out. 20 “Go, stand in the 
temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all 
about this new life.”

Acts 5:17-20



Then someone came and said, “Look! The men 
you put in jail are standing in the temple courts 
teaching the people.” 26 At that, the captain 
went with his officers and brought the apostles. 
They did not use force, because they feared that 
the people would stone them. 

Acts 5:25-33



27 The apostles were brought in and made to 
appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned 
by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders 
not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you 
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are 
determined to make us guilty of this man’s 
blood.”

Acts 5:25-33



29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We 
must obey God rather than human beings! 30 The 
God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead
—whom you killed by hanging him on a cross. 31 
God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince 
and Savior that he might bring Israel to 
repentance and forgive their sins.

Acts 5:25-33



32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the 
Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who 
obey him.”  
33 When they heard this, they were furious and 
wanted to put them to death

Acts 5:25-33



His speech persuaded them. They called the 
apostles in and had them flogged. Then they 
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, 
and let them go.  
41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing 
because they had been counted worthy of 
suffering disgrace for the Name.

Acts 5:40-42



42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from 
house to house, they never stopped teaching and 
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the 
Messiah.

Acts 5:40-42



Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and 
power, performed great wonders and signs 
among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, 
from members of the Synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and 
Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia 
and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen.

Acts 6:8-14



10 But they could not stand up against the 
wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke. 
11 Then they secretly persuaded some men to 
say, “We have heard Stephen speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and against 
God.”

Acts 6:8-14



12 So they stirred up the people and the elders 
and the teachers of the law. They seized Stephen 
and brought him before the Sanhedrin. 
13 They produced false witnesses, who testified, 
“This fellow never stops speaking against this 
holy place and against the law. 

Acts 6:8-14



14 For we have heard him say that this Jesus of 
Nazareth will destroy this place and change the 
customs Moses handed down to us.”

Acts 6:8-14



“You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears 
are still uncircumcised. You are just like your 
ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 
Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not 
persecute? They even killed those who predicted 
the coming of the Righteous One. And now you 
have betrayed and murdered him

Acts 7:51-60



— 53 you who have received the law that was 
given through angels but have not obeyed it.” 
54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard 
this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at 
him. 

Acts 7:51-60



55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up 
to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he 
said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God.”

Acts 7:51-60



57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at 
the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at 
the feet of a young man named Saul.

Acts 7:51-60



59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on 
his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell 
asleep.

Acts 7:51-60



Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every 
human authority: whether to the emperor, as the 
supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are 
sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to 
commend those who do right.

1 Peter 2:13-17



15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you 
should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 
16 Live as free people, but do not use your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s 
slaves. 17 Show proper respect to everyone, love 
the family of believers, fear God, honor the 
emperor.

1 Peter 2:13-17



Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves 
to your masters, not only to those who are good 
and considerate, but also to those who are 
harsh. 19 For it is commendable if someone bears 
up under the pain of unjust suffering because 
they are conscious of God.

1 Peter 2:18-25



20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a 
beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if 
you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this 
is commendable before God. 21 To this you were 
called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, that you should follow in his 
steps.

1 Peter 2:18-25



22    “He committed no sin, 

  and no deceit was found in his mouth.”  
23    When they hurled their insults at him, he did 
not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who 
judges justly.

1 Peter 2:18-25



24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the 
cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; “by his wounds you have been 
healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going 
astray,” but now you have returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

1 Peter 2:18-25



And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.

Hebrews 10:24-25








