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• Jeremiah’s answer:  (31:1-9)

Jeremiah 31:1-4
“At that time, declares the Lord, I will be the God of all the 
clans of Israel, and they shall be my people.” Thus says the 
Lord: “The people who survived the sword found grace in 

the wilderness; when Israel sought for rest, the Lord 
appeared to him from far away. I have loved you with an 

everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness 
to you. Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin 
Israel! Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines and 

shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 



Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of 
Samaria; the planters shall plant and shall enjoy the fruit. 
For there shall be a day when watchmen will call in the 
hill country of Ephraim: ‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, 

to the Lord our God.’” For thus says the Lord: “Sing 
aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the 

chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say,  
‘O Lord, save your people, the remnant of Israel.’ 

Jeremiah 31:5-7

Behold, I will bring them from the north country and gather 
them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the 
blind and the lame,the pregnant woman and she who is in 

labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. With 
weeping they shall come, and with pleas for mercy I will lead 

them back, I will make them walk by brooks of water, in a 
straight path in which they shall not stumble, for I am a 

father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

Jeremiah 31:8-9
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• Pursue a life that pleases God  (Hosea 14:2c-3)  “…accept 
what is good, and we will pay with bulls the vows of our 
lips.  Assyria will not save us; we will not ride on horses; 
and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’ to the work of our 

hands.  In you the orphan finds mercy.”
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Isaiah 61:1 – “The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of the prison 

to those who are bound.”
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Philippians 2:12 - Therefore, my beloved, as you 
have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 

presence but much more in my absence, work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling

God will not do it for you!
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Philippians 2:13 - for it is God who works in 
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pleasure. 
God will not watch you do it.
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Philippians 2:13 - for it is God who works in you, 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

God will not do it with you.
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4. God will do it through me

Philippians 2:12,13 - Therefore, my beloved, as you have always 
obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 

absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it 
is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure.
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3. What can we expect when we come back to God?
• Healing  (14:4a)  “I will heal their apostasy;”

• Love  (14:4b)  “I will love them freely, for my anger 
has turned from them.”

• Replenishing  (14:5-7)  “I will be like the dew to 
Israel…”
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• Trust and depend on God alone  (14:8)  “O Ephraim, what 
have I to do with idols?  It is I who answer and look after 

you.”
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1. How does God respond to our sin?
2. How do we find our way back to God?

3. What can we expect when we come back to God?
4. What do I need to do next?

• Trust and depend on God alone to develop righteousness and 
wisdom through you  (14:9)  “Whoever is wise, let him 

understand these things; whoever is discerning, let him know 
them; for the ways of the Lord are right, and the upright walk 

in them, but transgressors stumble in them.”


