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Chapter 14 
focuses on two of the 

more controversial gifts- 
prophecy and tongues
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1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not 
want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when 
you were pagans you were led astray to mute 
idols, however you were led.
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3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one 
speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is 
accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” 
except in the Holy Spirit.
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4   Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the 
same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, 
but it is the same God who empowers them all in 
everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good.
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8 For to one is given through the Spirit the 
utterance of wisdom, and to another the 
utterance of knowledge according to the same 
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,
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10 to another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish 
between spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
11 All these are empowered by one and the same 
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as 
he wills.
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called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
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all.



Ephesians 4:4-6

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 
called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in 
all.

4   Now there are varieties of gifts, but the  
same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, 
but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who empowers 
them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

bit.do/GospelGlasses

1 Corinthians 12:1-11



4   Now there are varieties of gifts, but the  
same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, 
but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who empowers 
them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

bit.do/GospelGlasses

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

4   Now there are varieties of gifts, but the  
same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, 
but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who empowers 
them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

bit.do/GospelGlasses

1 Corinthians 12:1-11



4   Now there are varieties of gifts, but the  
same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, 
but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who empowers 
them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

bit.do/GospelGlasses

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

1-3

4-7

The Holy Spirit points to Jesus as Lord

The paradox of unity and diversity

8-10 List of spiritual gifts

11 The work of the Holy Spirit

bit.do/GospelGlasses

1 Corinthians 12:1-11



1-3

4-7

The Holy Spirit points to Jesus as Lord

The paradox of unity and diversity

8-10 List of spiritual gifts

11 The work of the Holy Spirit

bit.do/GospelGlasses

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

This is what 12:12-26 is all about!

1-3

4-7

The Holy Spirit points to Jesus as Lord

The paradox of unity and diversity

8-10 List of spiritual gifts

11 The work of the Holy Spirit

bit.do/GospelGlasses

1 Corinthians 12:1-11



8 For to one is given through the Spirit the 
utterance of wisdom, and to another the 
utterance of knowledge according to the same 
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,

bit.do/GospelGlasses

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

10 to another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish 
between spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.

bit.do/GospelGlasses

1 Corinthians 12:1-11



Gifts of 1 Corinthians 12

Gifts of 1 Corinthians 12

- Leon Morris

“What most of these gifts are is uncertain.”
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doctrinal truth. Example- What God has revealed 
about Jesus’ death on the cross. 
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(2) message of knowledge. Providing the proper 
theological rationale for decisions concerning 
Christian living (based on doctrinal truth).
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(3) faith. An unusual measure of trust in God 
beyond that exercised by most Christians. 

(4) gifts of healing. Supernaturally restoring health 
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(5) miraculous powers. Probably driving out 
demons and overcoming spiritual bondage.
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(6) prophecy. Declaring a message of God for His 
people.  
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(6) prophecy. Declaring a message of God for His 
people.  

(7) distinguishing between spirits. Examining the 
authenticity of prophetic messages.
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(8) speaking in tongues. Speaking in unlearned 
languages.
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(8) speaking in tongues. Speaking in unlearned 
languages.

(9) interpretation of tongues. Translating a 
spoken, unlearned language.

Gifts of 1 Corinthians 12
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- Henry Blackaby

“Spiritual gifts are bestowed on believers 
according to the purposes of God and distributed 
by the sovereign wisdom of God. Our spiritual gifts 
never belong to us; they’re an expression of the 
Holy Spirit doing the Father’s will.”
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Unity and diversity are not at odds 
with one another in the church. 

God uses them together to strengthen 
the community and display himself. 

gospel glasses help us see …
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Where have you seen a beautiful display of unity? How does 
unity point to the Triune God? 
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discipleship cues

Where have you seen a beautiful display of unity? How does 
unity point to the Triune God? 

When have you seen diversity (or individuality) undermine 
unity?
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discipleship cues

Which of the spiritual gifts from 1 Cor. 12 have you seen 
displayed? Do you see yourself exercising any of them? 
(Also see Ro. 12:6-8, Eph. 4:11, 1 Pt 4:11)
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discipleship cues

Which of the spiritual gifts from 1 Cor. 12 have you seen 
displayed? Do you see yourself exercising any of them? 
(Also see Ro. 12:6-8, Eph. 4:11, 1 Pt 4:11)

How do you know if something is from God or not? 
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