
Exiting Egypt – Message 1 – Fear and Faith

Exodus 1:8-22 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 And he said
to his people, "Look, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we; 10 come,
let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, that they
also join our enemies and fight against us, and so go up out of the land." 11 Therefore they set
taskmasters over them to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply
cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and
grew. And they were in dread of the children of Israel. 13 So the Egyptians made the children of
Israel serve with rigor. 14 And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage--in mortar, in brick,
and in all manner of service in the field. All their service in which they made them serve was with
rigor. 15 Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name of one was
Shiphrah and the name of the other Puah; 16 and he said, "When you do the duties of a midwife
for the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstools, if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but
if it is a daughter, then she shall live." 17 But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the
king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children alive. 18 So the king of Egypt called
for the midwives and said to them, "Why have you done this thing, and saved the male children
alive?" 19 And the midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are not like the
Egyptian women; for they are lively and give birth before the midwives come to them." 20

Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and grew very mighty. 21

And so it was, because the midwives feared God, that He provided households for them. 22 So
Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, "Every son who is born you shall cast into the river,
and every daughter you shall save alive."

I. KNOW: The Forgetful Pharaoh
A. The God of Joseph

Genesis 50:20 But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to
bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.
Psalm 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, And all the nations that forget God.

B. The Good of Joseph
C. The Goals of Joseph

11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for
Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the more they afflicted them, the more they
multiplied and grew. And they were in dread of the children of Israel.

II. GROW: The Fearful Few
A. Pharaoh’s Fear led to affliction, anxiousness, and abortion

15 Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name of one was Shiphrah
and the name of the other Puah; 16 and he said, "When you do the duties of a midwife for the
Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstools, if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a
daughter, then she shall live." 17 But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of
Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children alive. 18 So the king of Egypt called for the
midwives and said to them, "Why have you done this thing, and saved the male children alive?"
19 And the midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian
women; for they are lively and give birth before the midwives come to them."



B. Midwives Fear led to civil disobedience
1. Do Not Kill
2. Do Not Worship Idols

Daniel 3:16-18 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, "O
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If that is the case, our God
whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from
your hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods,
nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up."
Acts 4:18-21 18 And they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the
name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the sight
of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot but speak the things which
we have seen and heard." 21 So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding
no way of punishing them, because of the people, since they all glorified God for what had been
done.

3. Do Not Keep Silent
C. Midwives Fear led to saving lives

20 Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and grew very mighty.
21 And so it was, because the midwives feared God, that He provided households for them. 22 So
Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, "Every son who is born you shall cast into the river,
and every daughter you shall save alive."

III. SHOW: The Faith Factor
A. The Deal
B. The Direct Blessing
C. The Downside


