The Session and members of First Presbyterian
Church, Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. We
are grateful for your presence today! We welcome all
persons regardless of race, nationality, disability,
gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open
invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism
and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial
services, and to serve as an officer of the church.

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please
drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave.

BY FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, FARGO

8.15.21 12t Sunday after Pentecost *Please rise in body or spirit.

We Gather in Christ

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God our Living Father, we give you thanks for sending our Lord Jesus Christ to give his life as bread
for the world. Fill us now with your Spirit that we may make the most of the time, understanding
your will and expressing your wisdom in the midst of the people you have chosen. Amen.

PRELUDE Largo from Trio #12 G. P. Telemann
William Wielgus, oboe; Sally Harmon, organ (1681-1767)

WELCOME & CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

*CALL TO WORSHIP

The God of wisdom sent Jesus Christ, the bread of life,
to teach us his ways, feed us with his flesh and blood,
and fill us with the Holy Spirit.

Let us worship God!

*HYMN 39: Great is Thy Faithfulness
Great is thy faithfulness, O God, Creator.""
there is no shadow of turning with thee.
Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not.
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Refrain:

Great is thy faithfulness!

Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning, new mercies | see.
All I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above

join with all nature in manifold witness

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. (Refrain)

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow:
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain)



*CALL TO CONFESSION

Let us confess our sins to the all-wise God
who is gracious and merciful

and keeps covenant with us.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

All-knowing God, we are your children, but we have turned away from your wisdom and
walked in our own ways. We have lived carelessly and squandered time. We have been
foolish and failed to understand your will. We have been drunk with the wine of this world
and debauched in our own desires. Purge us from evil and fill us with your Spirit. Clear our
minds from clutter that we may discern what is right and walk in your ways. Amen.

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
The Lord is gracious and merciful!

God shows great and steadfast love to us
through Jesus Christ, our bread of life.

By his flesh and blood our sins are forgiven
and we have eternal life. Alleluia!

*RESPONSE: Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be.
World without end. Amen, Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
GIFT OF MUSIC Vivace from Trio #12 G. P. Telemann

The Word

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: reader, Bruce Maylath
Great God of steadfast love,

we study your works and delight in your ways.

[llumine our understanding by your Holy Spirit,

that we may reverence your name, grow in your wisdom,
and discern between good and evil. Amen.

FIRST READING: Psalm 111
Praise the LORD!
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are the works of the LORD,
studied by all who delight in them.
Full of honor and majesty is his work,
and his righteousness endures forever.
He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds;
the LORD is gracious and merciful.
He provides food for those who fear him;
he is ever mindful of his covenant.
He has shown his people the power of his works,



in giving them the heritage of the nations.
The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy.
They are established for ever and ever,
to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.
He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name.
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever.

May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word.

SECOND READING: John 6:51-58
I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever;
and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’
S0, Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink
his blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life,
and I will raise them up on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those
who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and | in them. Just as the living Father sent
me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread
that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one
who eats this bread will live forever.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SERMON: The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey

*HYMN 738: O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee
O Master, let me walk with thee
in lowly paths of service free;
tell me thy secret; help me bear
the strain of toil, the fret of care.

Help me the slow of heart to move

by some clear, winning word of love;
teach me the wayward feet to stay,
and guide them in the homeward way.

Teach me thy patience, still with thee

in closer, dearer company,

in work that keeps faith sweet and strong,
in trust that triumphs over wrong.

In hope that sends a shining ray

far down the future's broadening way;
in peace that only thou canst give,
with thee, O Master, let me live.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Responding to the Word
OFFERING
OFFERTORY Mesto from Trio #12 G. P. Telemann
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Bearing the Word into the World

*HYMN 643: Now Thank We All Our God
Now thank we all our God
with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things hath done,
in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers' arms,
hath blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts

and blessed peace to cheer us;
and keep us in God's grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills

in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God,
who reigns in highest heaven,
to Father and to Son

and Spirit now be given:

the one eternal God,

whom heaven and earth adore,



the God who was, and is,
and shall be evermore.

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Vivace from Trio #12 G. P. Telemann



