
The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo 
extend a sincere welcome to you. We are grateful for your 
presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, 
nationality, disability, gender, or sexual orientation. This 
includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of 
baptism and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial 
services, and to serve as an officer of the church. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it 
in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

We Gather in Christ 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up your power, O God, and come to set us free by the righteousness of your birth in our midst, 
by the light of your face shining upon us, and by becoming our brother, our friend, our salvation. 
We pray this in the name of the Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, mother of 
us all. Amen. 

PRELUDE Go! Tell it on the Mountain 
Sally Harmon, organist 

Festival Day 
Genesis Ringers; Sally Harmon, director 

Kevin Thomas, orchestra bells 

arr. Behnke 
 

Wood 

WELCOME & CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH: The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey 

*LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE 
Where do we proclaim hope? 
East side: On hillsides and valleys, in villages and cities, 
West side: Go tell it everywhere. 
How do we proclaim hope? 
East side: In lament and in song. In sighs too deep for words and jubilant exclamation. 
West side: With the Spirit of the Lord upon us, bringing good news to all. 
On this fourth Sunday of Advent, let us light a candle to proclaim hope. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
We gather in preparation, 
for good news is about to be proclaimed. 
We gather in expectation, 
for joy is about to be sung in “Alleluias.” 
We gather in celebration, 
for we know good news is coming. 
We gather in anticipation, 
for hope is about to be born anew. 
With preparation, expectation, celebration, and anticipation, let us worship God! 

*HYMN 140: Once in Royal David’s City 
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Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild; 
Jesus Christ, her little child. 

He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor and meek and lowly, 
lived on earth our Savior holy. 

Jesus is our childhood’s pattern; 
day by day like us he grew; 
he was little, weak and helpless; 
tears and smiles like us he knew; 
and he feels for all our sadness, 
and he shares in all our gladness. 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love; 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
In the world, and in this season, there are many claims on our lives. 
We take this time to remember that in our baptism, Christ claimed us as his own. 
We acknowledge before God and one another 
that we have not followed Jesus Christ with all our heart and mind and strength. 
Trusting in God’s grace, let us pray. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, you are always with us and always coming. We confess that we do not know 
how to truly prepare our lives for that reality. We have forgotten how to hope. We have 
ignored your promises. We have been distracted by the busyness of us. Forgive us, Lord. 
Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds, the courage of the magi, and the quiet faith 
of Mary and Joseph, that we may journey with them toward Bethlehem and find the good 
news of a child born for us. Amen. 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, believe the good news that is proclaimed today and every day. In Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

*RESPONSE: Come, Come Emmanuel 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

CHILDREN’S TIME: Penny Andrist  

The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: reader, Scott Swanholm 
O Mighty One, 
who scatters the proud and fills the hungry, 
by your Holy Spirit let your word leap in us 
and bring to our yearning the joy that comes with 
new beginnings and renewed lives. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON: Micah 5:2-5a 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
   who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
   one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
   from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
   when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
   to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
   in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
   to the ends of the earth; 
and he shall be the one of peace. 

If the Assyrians come into our land 
   and tread upon our soil, 
we will raise against them seven shepherds 
   and eight installed as rulers. 

 May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

GIFT OF MUSIC How Great Our Joy 
2-6 choir; Pam Burns, director 

Jill Post, clarinet; Jane Ahlin, piano 

Taylor 



SECOND LESSON: Luke 1:39-55 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 

And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

SERMON 

*HYMN 159: O Sing a Song of Bethlehem 
O sing a song of Bethlehem, 
of shepherds watching there, 
and of the news that came to them 
from angels in the air. 
The light that shone on Bethlehem 
fills all the world today. 
Of Jesus' birth and peace on earth 
the angels sing away. 

O sing a song of Nazareth, 
of sunny days of joy; 
O sing of fragrant flowers' breath, 
and of the sinless boy. 
For now the flowers of Nazareth 
in every heart may grow. 
Now spreads the fame of his dear name 
on all the winds that blow. 



O sing a song of Galilee, 
of lake and woods and hill, 
of him who walked upon the sea 
and bade its waves be still. 
For though, like waves on Galilee, 
dark seas of trouble roll, 
when faith has heard the Master's word, 
falls peace upon the soul. 

O sing a song of Calvary, 
its glory and dismay, 
of him who hung upon the tree, 
and took our sins away. 
For he who died on Calvary 
is risen from the grave, 
and Christ, our Lord, by heaven adored, 
is mighty now to save. 

*PROFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

Responding to the Word 

OFFERING 

 

A reminder that offering plates are at the west & north doors of the 
sanctuary to receive your offering and yellow attendance cards or use 
the QR code to access the secure giving portal on our website! 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*HYMN 136: Go, Tell it on the Mountain 
Refrain: 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 

OFFERTORY In the Bleak Midwinter 
Sanctuary Choir; Bryan Poyzer, director 

arr. Ijames 



go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

While shepherds kept their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light. (Refrain) 

The shepherds feared and trembled 
when lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 
that hailed our Savior’s birth. (Refrain) 

Down in a lowly manger 
the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain) 

*BENEDICTION 

 
POSTLUDE Toccata on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” arr. Behnke 



Covenant Of Prayer: Jennifer; Hannah; Bella Garcia; 
those who are experiencing homelessness in our com-
munity; and our sister congregation in Chogoria, Kenya. 

December 19, 2021 

Carols by Candlelight: Join us in the Sanctuary to-
night at 6:30 pm for The Weary World Rejoices which 
will feature our church’s vocal and instrumental en-
sembles plus congregational carol-singing and “candle” 
lighting in a celebration of word and seasonal music. 
Christmas treats will be served “to-go” after the ser-
vice. This service will also be livestreamed. 

Meals on Wheels Volunteers Needed! Please call 701
-293-1440 to sign up to volunteer. For more volunteer 
information go to valleyseniors.org 

PW News: The PW Bible Study, held Tuesday, De-
cember 21 at 2:00 pm via ZOOM, will focus on Les-
son 4, Ruth and Loyal Love, led by Pastor Holtey. 

For December, we will collect aspirin, Tylenol, ibu-
profen, etc. Please place your donations in the YWCA 
bin in the coat room. We will also be collecting winter 
items for men - such as winter hats, hand warmers, 
winter gloves, long underwear, and water bottles in the 
New Life Center bin.  

Join the Christmas Choir! There is a short-term op-
portunity to join the choir for Christmas Eve services. 
Rehearsal is in the choir room at 7:30 pm on 
Wednesday, December 22 to rehearse the Christmas 
Eve anthem. Please keep in mind that Session requires 
all adults participating in the Music programs of the 
church be fully vaccinated against Covid-19, and that 
we require wearing masks in the building. 

Christmas Joy Offering: This offering supports the 
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, honoring 
the faithfulness of current and retired church workers 
and their families during times of critical financial 
need. It also supports Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges equipping communities of color, and leader-
ship receiving much-needed assistance while they dis-
cover and pursue their professional goals. Christmas 
Joy envelopes may be found in the pew racks, as well 
as the Welcome Info Kiosk, or use the online giving 
portal found on the church website. This offering will 
be dedicated today, but collected through the end of 
December. 

A Peek @ Next Week: No Sunday School for All or 
Confirmation. A Christmas Carol sing along will be 
the message! 

Overflow Seating for Christmas Services: We want 
everyone to feel comfortable attending tonight’s Carols 
by Candlelight and/or the 5pm or 7pm Christmas Eve 
Services. To ease any congestion in the sanctuary, or 
for those who want more distanced space, the TV mon-
itors throughout the building will be on during those 
services. You may choose to watch from an upstairs 
classroom, a lower-level meeting room, at the West 
entry doors, or the nursery area. The 5:00 pm Xmas 
Eve service will also be live streamed from our website. 

Christmas Eve: Our 5:00 pm service will be family-
friendly, with lots of music, a combined Christmas 
Choir, brass group, handbells, and a Christmas mes-
sage. The 7:00 pm service will be a quieter service of 
Lessons and Carols. Please join us as you are comforta-
ble, keeping in mind that masks must be worn in the 
Sanctuary and church building. The 5 o’clock service 
will be livestreamed from the church website: 
www.firstpresfargo.org. 

Christmas Eve Offering: The offering received dur-
ing the Christmas Eve worship services will be given to 
the Board of Deacons Emergency Relief Fund to assist 
members and friends in emergency situations, includ-
ing rent, utilities, medical expenses, food, and car re-
pairs. If you wish to make a payment toward your 
pledge or other offering, please note your intentions on 
your check or envelope. 

First Sunday of Christmas: The message portion of 
our worship service on December 26 will be a sing-
along of Christmas Carols. This will be a chance to ask 
for your favorite carols from our hymnal to be sung. 
Come prepared to sing and share the Christmas spirit 
with all those around you.   

Helping a Church Family: Jennifer Forthun had a 
medical emergency and continues to need care. The 
church has set up a fund in her name to help defray ex-
penses for her and her family. You may send donations 
to the church or through our website. Note “Jennifer” 
in the memo. A CaringBridge site has been set up to 
receive updates on her progress. Moving forward, there 
will also be opportunities to help in other ways. Visit 
Jennifer's Site: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/
jenniferforthun.  

New in the Library: Thanks to Prakash Matthew for 
the donation of his book, Doing the Right Thing, and to 
Dorothy McClure for her donation of children’s books 
to the library. We have added the book Stringing Ro-
saries: The History, The Unforgivable, and the Healing 
of the Northern Plains American Indian Boarding 
School Survivors by Dr. Denise K. Lajimodiere. 

Photo Updates: Take a new photo for this year’s holi-
day cards or just have an updated picture we can use 
for the directory? If so, please email a copy to Monica 
in the office at mgelinske@firstpresfargo.org, or mail a 
hard copy to the office to be scanned.  

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jenniferforthun
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jenniferforthun


L: Live Stream Option, H: Hybrid, Z: Zoom 

Sunday, December 19 

12:00 Confirmation 

5:30 Handbell Warmup 

6:00 Orchestra/Choir Warmup 

6:30 Carols by Candlelight (L) 

Monday, December 20 

6:30 Session (Z) 

Tuesday, December 21 

8:30 Bulletin Articles Due 

9:30 Esther Circle (off site) 

2:00 PW Cirlces (Z) 

Wednesday, December 22 

5:30 St. Andrew’s Brass / No Genesis Ringers  

6:15 All Choirs 

7:00 Youth Group / Westminster Ringers  

Thursday, December 23   No Church Events 

Friday, December 24     Christmas Eve 

4:15 Christmas Eve Warmup 

5:00 Christmas Eve Service (L) 

7:00 Christmas Eve Service  

Saturday, December 25     Christmas Day 

 No Church Events 

Sunday, December 26 

 No Sunday School for All 

10:30 Worship Service  

 No Confirmation 

For Your Information 
December 12 Worship Attendance: 

160 in person, 37 Livestreamed  

Contributions Received: $20,424.96 

FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Colleen Ford-Dunker, Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, 
Ryan Johnston, Kurt Kooyer, Elaine Rudd (clerk), 
Scott Swanholm, Paula Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa, 
Becky Trumbo, and Jeff Wilkens. 

Deacons: Brenda Deckard, Ed Deckard, Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Jane Mathew (moderator), Bob Mor-
ton, Karen Rivers, Andrea Smith, Kathleen Thomas, 
Debbie Tight, and Amy Wilkens. 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

Church Staff 
Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-Head of Staff, Associate Pastor 

Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 
Bryan Poyzer-Adult Choir Director 

Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 
Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 

Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 

Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 
Drew Brovold-Custodian 

 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 9:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

FPC Financial Summary  
October 2021 - General Fund Only 

     

 
YTD 

Actual 
YTD 

Budget 
Increase/ 
Decrease 

Annual 
Budget 

Income $707,773 $695,396 $12,377 $779,600 

     

Expense 684,979 730,672 -$45,693 798,774 

     

Net/
Shortfall  

$22,794 -$35,276 $58,070 -$19,174 

 

Church Information 
Office Hours: 

M-TH, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
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