
The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church 

Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. We are grateful for 

your presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of 

race, nationality, disability, gender or sexual orientation. 

This includes an open invitation to membership, the 

sacraments of baptism and the Lord's Supper, marriage, 

funerals, memorial services and to serve as an officer of the 

church. 

Everyone is invited for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering 

Space after worship.  

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it 

in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

We Gather in Christ 

PRELUDE Andantino Wesley 

 Kathleen Thompson, Guest Organist 

WELCOME & CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH   

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

*CALL TO WORSHIP    

The Lord is my light and my salvation.  

whom shall I fear?  

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;  

of whom shall I be afraid?  

From our daily labors, the Lord summons us.  

Freed from fear, we are bold to follow.  

Come! I will make you fishers of people.” 

We respond with gratitude and praise! 

*HYMN #14 For the Beauty of the Earth 

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth over and around us lies: 

Refrain: Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light: (Refrain) 

For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s delight, 

for the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight: (Refrain) 

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild: (Refrain) 

For thyself, best gift divine to the world so freely given; 

for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven: (Refrain) 

 

January 22, 2023 

Third Sunday After Epiphany 



*CONFESSION AND DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

On the bustling shores of Galilee, Jesus called Peter and Andrew, James and John.  

Immediately; they dropped their nets. Immediately; they abandoned their boats. Immediately; 

these fishermen-turned-followers set out to fish for people.  

Christ, you also call to us.  

But we are slow to set aside the mundane tasks that shape our lies, slow to abandon the weak 

excuses we recite to drown out your voice, slow to drop the daily demands and compete for our 

attention.  

Call to us again, we pray, and summon us to lives of gracious service.  

Fashion us into faithful followers who hear Christ’s commands and respond with courage and 

compassion, so that we might proclaim the reign of God. 

Friends, believe in the Good News of the Gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 

*RESPONSE 581 Gloria Patri 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be.  

 World without end. Amen, Amen. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

GIFT OF MUSIC All Things Bright and Beautiful Rutter 

 Sanctuary Choir; Bryan Poyzer, director; Wanda Wavra, piano 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Penny Andrist 

The Word 

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 9:1-4, pp. 624 Brian McClure, reader 

 Matthew 4:12-25, pp. 879 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey 

*HYMN 157 I Danced in the Morning  

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 

and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 

and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth. 

At Bethlehem I had my birth. 

Refrain: Dance, then, wherever you may be; 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, 

but they would not dance and they would not follow me. 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John. 

They came with me and the dance went on. (Refrain) 

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame. 

The holy people said it was a shame. 

They whipped and they stripped and they hung me high, 

and left me there on a cross to die. (Refrain) 



I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black. 

It's hard to dance with the devil on your back. 

They buried my body and they thought I'd gone, 

but I am the dance and I still go on. (Refrain) 

They cut me down and I leapt up high. 

I am the life that will never, never die. 

I'll live in you if you'll live in me, 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. (Refrain) 

*PROFESSION OF FAITH  Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 

he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Background: The church began in an era of persecution. In 312 CE, Constantine won control of the Roman 

Empire attributing his victory to Jesus Christ and elevating Christianity to favored status in the empire. To 

counter the theological disputes that fractured Christianity, Constantine convened a council in Nicaea in 325 

CE which drafted a creed which in 381 CE was revised and expanded to what we know today as the Nicene 

Creed. It is the most ecumenical of creeds even though eastern and western churches still maintain unresolved 

differences in the wording regarding the Holy Spirit. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

To you, O God, we cry; 

be gracious to us. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

Responding to the Word 

OFFERING Use the QR code to access the secure giving portal on our website! 

OFFERTORY  Morning Song arr. Ferreira

 Josh Argall, alto saxophone; Wanda Wavra, piano 

 



*RESPONSE 733 We All Are One in Mission 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  Bearing the Word into the World 

*HYMN 463 How Firm a Foundation 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in God's excellent Word! 

What more can be said than to you God hath said, 

to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

"Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 

for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

"When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 

for I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless, 

and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

"When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 

my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 

the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake." 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland BWV 661 Bach 

 Kathleen Thompson, organ 



Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: If you have a 
loved one in the military, please let Pastor Mary know 
and we’ll include their name. 

Covenant Of Prayer: Don Brummond, son of Joyce 
Brummond, with serious medical concerns; Jennifer; 
those in the FM-Area who are homeless; our sister      
congregation in Chogoria, Kenya; and the people of 
Ukraine. 

January 22, 2023 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: Sunday morning Bible 
study has been postponed until next week! You are     
encouraged to bring your own Bible. Although classes 
will relate to the same topic, each class is designed to be 
complete on its own, so feel free to jump in when you 
can. We are not meeting every Sunday, so please mark 
your calendars. The Bible study will start up again    
January 29 at 9:15am, continuing February 5, February 
12, February 26, March 5, March 12, March 26, April 2, 
April 16, April 30, and May 7. 

Information & Photo Updates: Take a new photo for 
this year’s  holiday cards? Had family photos taken?     
If so, please email a copy to the church office at 
admin.assistant@firstpresfargo.org, or bring a hard copy 
into the office to be scanned.  If you have any updated 
information you may also send it with the photo or bring 
it in to the office. 

Looking for University of Jamestown Alumni! If you 
have a connection to the University of Jamestown, we 
would love to have you help us welcome the UJ Concert 
Choir and serve them lunch on Sunday, February 26  
after they sing in worship. Needed are funds to pay for 
the lunch, and servers to set up and clean up in the     
Social Hall. For more information or to volunteer,     
contact Casey in the church office at clemier@  
firstpresfargo.org.  

Crafternoon: Come join us Saturday    
January 28th at 1:00 in the Social Hall and 
learn a new hobby. No experience or     
supplies needed. We will have stations for 
Wool Needle Felting, Leather Hand    
Tooling,  Paper Quilling, Bath Bombs, and         

Macrame. Sign up using the QR code or on the         
Volunteer Opportunities board. 

Coupon Books For Sale! Do you shop at Cashwise? 
The youth are selling coupon books for their upcoming 
trip to Kenya. They are $20 with 41 coupons with over 
$100 in savings! The coupon books are good at all ND 
and Moorhead locations and expire 7/31/2024. All    
proceeds go directly to our students.  

mailto:admin.assistant@firstpresfargo.org


 
Church Information 

Office Hours: 
M-TH, 9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Phone: 701-293-6311 
www.firstpresfargo.org 

Reminder: Use the QR code found in the bulletin to 
access the secure giving portal on our website! Also, 
like us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram! 

For Your Information 
January 15 Attendance: 181 

131 in person;   
50 households livestreamed 

Contributions received:  $3,862.94 

L: Live Stream Option, H: Hybrid, Z: Zoom 
Times shown in italics indicate am. 

Sunday, January 22 

11:30 Fellowship & Chili Cook Off 

Monday, January 23 

12:00 Messenger Article Deadline 

5:00 Stewardship Committee 

Tuesday, January 24 

10:30 Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, January 25 

5:30 Genesis Ringers 

5:30 St. Andrews Brass 

6:15 Children / Youth Choirs 

6:30 Westminster Ringers 

7:00 Youth Group 

7:30 Sanctuary Choir 

Thursday, January 26 

 No Church Events 

Friday, January 27 

 No Church Events 

Saturday, January 28 

1:00 Crafternoon 

Sunday, January 29 

9:15 Sunday Morning Bible Study 

9:15 Sunday School 

10:30 Worship (L) 

11:30 Fellowship 

FPC Officers 

Session: Abi Carlson, Kim Carter, Deb Dawson, Tom 
Dawson, Tetteh Dottey, Colleen Ford-Dunker, Jody 
Hudson, Kurt Kooyer, Dick Laraway, Carrie Lawrence, 
Bruce Maylath, Brian McClure, Elaine Rudd (clerk), 
Becky Trumbo, and Jeff Wilkens. Deacons: Paula 
Christensen, Toby Christensen, Steve Dawson, Brenda 
Deckard, Ed Deckard (treasurer), Gracia Fulwiler,     
Beatrice Janaka, Jane Mathew (moderator), Karen    
Rivers, Donna Rummens, Candy Shultz, Virginia Stern, 
Kathleen Thomas, Debbie Tight, and Amy Wilkens.  
Church Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 
Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 8:45 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 
Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 
Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 
Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for your 
use. Prayers will be committed to God along with the 
other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the staff. 
Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 
Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

Church Staff 
Rev. Sarah M. Bigwood-Head of Staff, Pastor 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-Associate Pastor 
Rev. Daniel Billings-Parish Associate 

Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 
Bryan Poyzer-Adult Choir Director 

Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 

Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 
Casey LeMier- Communications & Admin Assistant 

Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 
Drew Brovold-Custodian 

Staff emails are: (first initial and last name of person)
@firstpresfargo.org 

Budget Shortfall: Thank you to all of those who were 
able to answer the plea calling for help with the         
expected budget shortfall. A total of $48,335.00 was 
received. 


