
The Session and members of First Presbyterian 
Church, Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. We 
are grateful for your presence today! We welcome all 
persons regardless of race, nationality, disability, 
gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open 
invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial 
services, and to serve as an officer of the church. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please 
drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

We Gather in Christ 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, source of all goodness, you gave your Son for the life of the world and sent your Spirit 
that your love might abide within us. Teach us how to love each other this day, that we may have 
life, and have it abundantly, with you, in Christ, and through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

PRELUDE Crown Him with Many Crowns 
Sally Harmon, organ 

arr. Westenkuehler 

WELCOME & CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Blessed be God, Eternal Majesty, Living Word, Abiding Spirit. 
Glory to God forever. Amen. 
Jesus said, the way to see God’s dream for the world is to be born from above by the Spirit.  
The way to take part in that dream, says Jesus, is to be born of water and Spirit.  
That gift is available this day. 
May you receive God’s Spirit, be made whole, and dwell more deeply in love divine.  
Let us worship God! 

*HYMN 1: Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in power, in love and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 
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Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
Let us confess our sins to the One who gives life eternally. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, we know that you are always there to lead us, yet we somehow lose our way and 
fall back into fear. We confess that we have stumbled, and we recognize our need for you to 
lift us up and help us start again. Forgive us our failings, restore us to strength, and reconcile 
us with you, ourselves, and each other, through the power of Christ and the gift of your 
Spirit. Amen. 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
Friends, hear the good news: 
We did not receive the spirit of slavery, but rather the spirit of adoption.  
Your guilt has departed; your sin is blotted out,  
for you are God’s beloved children—forgiven, loved, and free. 
May God’s peace be with you. 
And also with you. 

*RESPONSE: Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

CHILDREN’S TIME: Penny Andrist 

Caleb Gadberry, piano 

The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: Claudia Hansen 
Come, Holy Spirit, giver of life;  
breathe into us that we may hear a word of truth this day. 
Draw us into communion, enable us to love, 
conspire to make us one with you for the world you so deeply love. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Psalm 29 
Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 
   ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; 
   worship the LORD in holy splendor. 

The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
   the God of glory thunders, 
   the LORD, over mighty waters. 

GIFT OF MUSIC What a Wonderful World Armstrong 



The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
   the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 
   the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
   and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
   the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, 
   and strips the forest bare; 
   and in his temple all say, ‘Glory!’ 

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 
   the LORD sits enthroned as king for ever. 
May the LORD give strength to his people! 
   May the LORD bless his people with peace! 

 May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-17 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— for 
if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 
the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did 
not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, 
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

SERMON: The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey 

*HYMN 291: Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 
Refrain: 
Spirit, spirit of gentleness, 
blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, 
stir me from placidness, 
wind, wind on the sea. 

You moved on the waters; 
you called to the deep; 
then you coaxed up the mountains 
from the valleys of sleep; 
and over the eons 
you called to each thing, 
"Awake from your slumbers 
and rise on your wings." (Refrain) 

You swept through the desert; 



you stung with the sand; 
and you goaded your people 
with a law and a land. 
When they were confounded 
with idols and lies, 
then you spoke through your prophets 
to open their eyes. (Refrain) 

You sang in a stable; 
you cried from a hill; 
then you whispered in silence 
when the whole world was still. 
And down in the city, 
you called once again 
when you blew through your people 
on the rush of the wind. (Refrain) 

You call from tomorrow; 
you break ancient schemes; 
from the bondage of sorrow 
the captives dream dreams. 
Our women see visions; 
our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions 
your people arise. (Refrain) 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Taken from A Brief Statement of Faith 
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.  We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere 
the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to 
accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in 
the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles 
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word 
proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup 
of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. In a broken and 
fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all 
peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear 
the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.   
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that 
nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   



Responding to the Word 
OFFERING 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*HYMN 268: Crown Him with Many Crowns 
Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne; 
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 
rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified: 
no angel in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends his burning eye 
at mysteries so bright. 

Crown him the Lord of peace, 
whose power a scepter sways 
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
absorbed in prayer and praise. 
His reign shall know no end; 
and round his pierced feet 
fair flowers of paradise extend 
their fragrance ever sweet. 

Crown him the Lord of years, 
the potentate of time; 
creator of the rolling spheres, 
ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
For thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 
throughout eternity. 

*BENEDICTION 

 

OFFERTORY Barcarolle 
Caleb Gadberry, piano 

Offenbach 

POSTLUDE Festival Piece on “Holy, Holy, Holy” arr. Westenkuehler 


