
The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo 
extend a sincere welcome to you. We are grateful for your 
presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, 
nationality, disability, gender, or sexual orientation. This 
includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of 
baptism and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial 
services, and to serve as an officer of the church. 

Please join us outside for fellowship after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it 
in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

We Gather in Christ 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God, sometimes we do not understand why bad things happen to good people. Sometimes all we 
can do is lift up our eyes and hearts to heaven, and scream out loud, Why? Sometimes we do not 
want to persist in our integrity; we allow our suffering to lead us into despair. Yet wisdom comes 
from listening to your Word. Enable us to see the life you have given us through the laughter, joy, 
trial, and tribulation of your son Jesus Christ, who lived, suffered, died, and was raised for us. In 
his name we pray. Amen. 

PRELUDE Bread of the World 
Sally Harmon, organist 

arr. Cherwien  

WELCOME & CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Jesus is here among us. How will we welcome him? 
We will sweep the floors and put flowers on the tables. 
Jesus is here among us. How will we welcome him? 
We will set aside our distractions, sit and breathe deeply. 
Together let us receive the good news that Jesus is here! 
Let us laugh and sing, rest and listen; our hearts are ready. 
Let us delight in his presence. Let us worship God! 

*HYMN 509: All Who Hunger 
All who hunger, gather gladly; 
holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wandering. 
Here, in truth, we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, 
all around us is our food. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

All who hunger, never strangers, 
seeker, be a welcome guest. 
Come from restlessness and roaming. 

10.3.21  World Communion Sunday 



Here, in joy, we keep the feast. 
We that once were lost and scattered 
in communion's love have stood. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

All who hunger, sing together; 
Jesus Christ is living bread. 
Come from loneliness and longing. 
Here, in peace, we have been led. 
Blest are those who from this table 
live their days in gratitude. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
In God, we find light for our darkness,  
and through that light we discover 
the things that separate us from God. 
And so we ask God to prove us and try us, 
and to test our hearts and minds, 
that we may receive forgiveness. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
You gave us commandments, God of love, because you know the hardness of our hearts. 
You have created us to live in community, and still, we oppress others and separate 
ourselves from each other and from you. Jesus loved the children, but there are still children 
in the world who live in hunger or fear, rejected and unloved. Forgive us and call us to 
faithfulness. Bind all your children together as sisters and brothers, and nurture us with 
your love and forgiveness, that we might share what we have been given, and receive your 
kingdom with the wonder and gratitude of children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
Jesus said, Let the children come to me, do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 
Seeing our repentant hearts, 
Jesus will embrace us in grace and comfort us with mercy. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
We are children of God! Live in peace! 

*RESPONSE: God Welcomes All 

 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 



The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: reader, Claudia Hansen 
Long ago, God spoke to our ancestors,  
but in these last days God has spoken to us 
through Jesus Christ. 
Open our hearts and minds to your Word, 
that we may see your light. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Matthew 11:16-19 
‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and 
calling to one another, 
“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
   we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and 
sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’ 

 May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

SECOND READING: Luke 7:36-50 
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took 
his place at the table. And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was 
eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She stood behind him at his 
feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she 
continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw it, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and 
what kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner.’ Jesus spoke up and said 
to him, ‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ ‘Teacher,’ he replied, ‘speak.’ ‘A certain creditor 
had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he 
cancelled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?’ Simon answered, 
‘I suppose the one for whom he cancelled the greater debt.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You have 
judged rightly.’ Then turning towards the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I 
entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears 
and dried them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not 
stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
ointment. Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has 
shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.’ Then he said to her, ‘Your 
sins are forgiven.’ But those who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, 
‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’ And he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go 
in peace.’ 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

SERMON: The Rev. Daniel Billings, The Least, the Last, and the Lost 

*HYMN 442: Just as I am, without One Plea 
Just as I am, without one plea 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 



and that thou biddest me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

Just as I am, thy love unknown 
has broken every barrier down; 
now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

Responding to the Word 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY The One 
Sanctuary and 7-12 choir; Bryan Poyzer, director 

Sally Harmon, piano 

Courtney 

On the swiftest wings of morning, from the highest King of Heaven, 
comes a holy invitation to a feast. 
Interceding for His children, at the right hand of the Father, 
he invites us all, the most unto the least. 
The One who knows your name has bid you, “Come.” 
The One who bore your shame, God’s only Son, 
has prepared a celebration as a gift from God above; 
a sacrament of peace, a feast of love. 
Gather now around God’s table, feel the splendor of the Savior, 
as He serves the fragrant bread and pours the wine. 



Then in grateful adoration of His blood and body given, 
praise the One who offers us the feast divine. 
The One who knows your name has bid you, “Come.” 
The One who bore your shame, God’s only Son, 
has prepared a celebration as a gift from God above; 
a sacrament of peace, a feast of love. 
The One who knows your name has bid you, “Come.” 
The One who bore your shame, God’s only Son, 
has prepared a celebration as a gift from God above; 
a sacrament of peace, a feast of love. 
He blessed, He broke, He gave; a sacrament of peace, a feast of love. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and our greatest joy… 
...we sing to the glory of your name: 

RESPONSE 559: Holy, Holy, Holy 
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord... 
...Great is the Mystery of Faith; 

RESPONSE 560: Christ Has Died; Christ Is Risen 
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and 
wine... 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.    

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

COMMUNION MUSIC Come, Let Us Eat 
Cantad al Señor 

Sally Harmon, piano 
Genesis Ringers, percussion 

arr. A. K. Organ 

PRAYER 

 



Bearing the Word into the World 

*HYMN 307: God of Grace and God of Glory 
God of grace and God of glory, 
on thy people pour thy power; 
crown thine ancient church's story; 
bring its bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 

Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us 
free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the living of these days, 
for the living of these days. 

Cure thy children's warring madness; 
bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, 
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 

Save us from weak resignation 
to the evils we deplore. 
Let the gift of thy salvation 
be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
serving thee whom we adore, 
serving thee whom we adore. 

*BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE Bread of the World 
Sally Harmon, organ; Benji Trumbo, 

tambourine 

arr. Farlee 



Covenant Of Prayer: Mary Bohnenblust; those who 
are experiencing homelessness in our community; and 
our sister congregation in Chogoria, Kenya. 

A Peek @ Next Week: We will be enjoying music by the 2-6 Choir and view a Stewardship Video. 

Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: If you have a 
loved one in the military, please let Pastor Mary know 
and we’ll include his/her name. 

Separate Checks Please: When making multiple pay-
ments/donations, please write separate checks for each. 
For example, when making your pledge payment and 
paying your Per Capita, write 2 checks instead of total-
ing the amounts and writing one check. Thank you. 

Holy Buckets: For the months of September and Octo-
ber, Holy Buckets will support our youth’s participa-
tion in the Homeless and Hungry Project. We will col-
lect the following: laundry detergent, cleaning supplies, 
paper towels, toilet paper, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shaving cream, new/gently used winter wear, new/
gently used shoes/boots, children’s books. Some of the 
winter wear will also be shared with the children of 
Bdecan Presbyterian Church. You may place your do-
nations in the green buckets in the foyer. 

October 3, 2021 

Per Capita: If you have not yet paid Per Capita for 
2021, it’s not too late! The office will be accepting 
payments through the end of the year. Your contribu-
tion will be reflected on your giving record and will be 
greatly appreciated to help offset the Per Capita Appor-
tionment payment sent to the Presbytery of the North-
ern Plains. 2021 rate = $48.00 per confirmed member.  

Sing With the Choir: This is an invitation to sing with 
the choir as we prepare music for the upcoming season. 
Perhaps you’ve thought about singing with the choir 
but haven’t wanted to commit for the full program 
year. Please know that all singers are welcome, wheth-
er for a short or long period of time. Choir rehearsals 
are held in the choir room on Wednesdays at 7:30 
pm. Please join us! 

Peace & Global Witness: A gift to the Peace & 
Global Witness Offering enables the church to pro-
mote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of 
conflict and injustice across the world. Individual 
congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% 
of this Offering to connect with the global witness 
of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an additional 
25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The 
remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cul-
tures of violence, including our own, through col-
laborative projects of education and Christian wit-
ness. This offering will be received TODAY! 

PW News: Our YWCA Shelter representative has 
asked all who are able to help the PW with the urgent 
needs of our YWCA shelter. We will be collecting 
shampoo and/or conditioner from September 26-
October 19. These items can be placed in the YWCA 
bin in the West Coat Room. Of course, we are happy to 
receive anything on their "urgent needs" list.  

PW Mission recipient, The New Life Center, will host 
a Dessert Social at the Delta Hotel on September 28, 
at 6:30 pm. It will feature Mike Williams, a Christian 
Comedian.  

On Friday, October 1, at 2:00 pm, Church Women 
United will meet at St. John's Lutheran Church on 5th 
St. in South Fargo. 

The PW Board will meet on Tuesday, October 12, at 
11:00 am via ZOOM. There is no general meeting this 
month. 

Circles will meet on Tuesday, October 19, at 2:00 
pm via ZOOM, for Lesson 2 of our Bible Study for 
2021-22, What My Grandmothers Taught Me. Pastor 
Mary Holtey will lead us through this lesson. Esther 
Circle will meet at 9:30 am the same day, at the 
home of Jan Carlsen (1012 Park Drive S. 58102). 

It’s Time for Nominations! Do you know someone 
who might be called to serve as a Deacon or Elder of 
First Presbyterian? Do you feel the call yourself? If you 
would like to suggest a name for consideration, please 
let Pastor Mary know and she will anonymously pass 
the name along to the nominating committee for con-
sideration.  

ManUP: ManUP, a men’s Bible study, kicks off its 
monthly sessions on October 12 at 6:45 am via 
ZOOM. The group meets on the second Tuesday of 
each month, October-May. Intended to help men under-
stand what the Bible says in relation to what is ex-
pected of a Christian man, the study this year examines 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. A copy of the study guide 
can be obtained at Hebrews: An Open Door to God | 
Presbyterian Mission Agency or you can request a copy 
and ask for a Zoom invitation from Bruce Maylath at 
ring4linguist@yahoo.com. No advance preparation is 
required for each month’s study. 

Wish to Join the Prayer Chain? Periodically, during 
the course of any given year, prayer requests are made 
and given to the prayer chain for their additional pray-
er. If you wish to be part of the prayer chain, contact 
Pastor Mary to add your name to the chain. Confiden-
tial prayer requests will be given to you via email. 
Come and be part of this gentle and vital ministry. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/hebrews-open-door-god/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/hebrews-open-door-god/
mailto:ring4linguist@yahoo.com


FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Colleen Ford-Dunker, Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, 
Ryan Johnston, Kurt Kooyer, Elaine Rudd (clerk), 
Scott Swanholm, Paula Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa, 
Becky Trumbo, and Jeff Wilkens. 

Deacons: Brenda Deckard, Ed Deckard, Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Jane Mathew (moderator), Bob Mor-
ton, Karen Rivers, Andrea Smith, Kathleen Thomas, 
Debbie Tight, and Amy Wilkens. 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

L: Live Stream Option, H: Hybrid, Z: Zoom 

Sunday, October 3 

11:30 Outdoor Fellowship / ZOOM Coffee Hour (Z) 

12:00 Confirmation  

Monday, October 4 

5:30 B&G Cmt. / Personnel Cmt. 

Tuesday, October 5 

8:30 Bulletin Articles Due 

12:00 S&E Board 

1:00 M& F Cmt. (Z) 

5:30 Worship Cmt. 

7:00 Mission Cmt. 

Wednesday, October 6 

5:30 Genesis Ringers / St. Andrew’s Brass 

6:15 Youth Choirs 

6:30 Pilgrimage Guides 

7:00 Youth Group 

7:30 Sanctuary Choir 

Thursday, October 7   No Church Events 

Friday, October 8   No Church Events 

Saturday, October 9   No Church Events 

Sunday, October 10   Pilgrimage Sending Service 

9:15 Sunday School for ALL 

10:30 Worship Service (L) 

11:30 Lunch w/Stewardship / ZOOM Coffee Hr. (Z) 

12:00 Confirmation 

Church Staff 
Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-Head of Staff, Associate Pastor 

Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 
Bryan Poyzer-Adult Choir Director 

Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 
Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 

Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 

Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 
Drew Brovold-Custodian 

 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

For Your Information 
September 26 Worship Attendance: 

123 in person, 31 Livestreamed  

Contributions Received: $13,985.00 

Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 9:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

FPC Financial Summary  

August 2021 - General Fund Only 

     

 
YTD 

Actual 
YTD 

Budget 
Increase/ 
Decrease 

Annual 
Budget 

Income $542,493 $498,407 $44,086 $779,600 

     

Expense 490,283 528,542 -$38,259 798,774 

     

Net/
Shortfall  

$52,210 -$30,135 $5,827 -$19,174 

Net Ins. 
Proceeds/
Repairs 

0    

Grand 
Total 

$52,210    

 

Church Information 
Office Hours: 

M-TH, 8:30am-4:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
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