
May 23, 2021: Pentecost Sunday 
The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. 
We are grateful for your presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, nationality, 
disability, gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, the 
sacraments of baptism and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and to serve 
as an officer of the church.  

We Gather in Christ 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Gracious God, you come among your people as One who fashioned all things, who, face-to-face, 
revealed your knowledge of our lives, and whose presence brings assurance and hope. Pour out 
upon us the Spirit of your love so that in hearing and seeing the gifts of this life, we may know 
the way to live in thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

PRELUDE Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
Sally Harmon, organ 

arr. Thallander 

WELCOME & CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
God declares: “I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.  
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy. 
The young shall see visions. 
The elders shall dream dreams. 
Both men and women shall prophesy. 
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
Let us worship God! 

HYMN 366: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion; 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation; 
enter every trembling heart. 

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
into every troubled breast; 
let us all in thee inherit; 
let us find the promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, 
set our hearts at liberty. 

Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 



nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 

Finish then thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee: 
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

CALL TO CONFESSION: Annie Waale 
Let us call on the name of the One who invites us 
to speak the truth about ourselves and our relationships 
and promises to show us mercy. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy and Merciful God, we do not know how to pray as we ought, and we know too well 
our constant failures to do as you have commanded and to hold fast to your word. Forgive 
us for the divisions we nurture, guide us to your way, keep us in your care, and lead us into 
faith. We trust your word that the Spirit of truth will show us all things and grant us courage 
and peace. Amen. 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
People of God, body of Christ, sisters and brothers, 
the Spirit of God’s truth has come upon creation and upon you, 
to interpret the mysteries of eternal time. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
in the name of Christ Jesus, our Savior, 
and by the authority of the church, 
I declare to you the complete forgiveness of your sin. 
Be at peace with one another because of God’s mercy. 

RESPONSE: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME: Penny Andrist 



GIFT OF MUSIC Come, Build a Church 
ZOOM Choir; Dr. Erynn Millard, director 

Medema 

The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: Paige Erbstoesser 
Holy Spirit, come again. 
As long ago you inspired, astonished, and confused the people, 
come to us now to 
fill our ears with the sound of your breath, 
fill our eyes with the brilliance of your presence in each other, 
fill our hearts with your good Word. Amen. 

SECOND READING: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 
comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have 
been with me from the beginning. But I have said these things to you so that when their hour 
comes you may remember that I told you about them. 

‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going 
to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you going?” But because I have said 
these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your 
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, 
I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, 
because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgement, because the 
ruler of this world has been condemned. 

‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, 
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this 
reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

SERMON: The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey 

HYMN 289: On Pentecost they Gathered 
On Pentecost they gathered 
quite early in the day, 
a band of Christ's disciples, 
to worship, sing, and pray. 
A mighty wind came blowing, 
filled all the swirling air, 
and tongues of fire aglowing 
inspired each person there. 

The people all around them 
were startled and amazed 
to understand their language, 
as Christ the Lord they praised. 



What universal message, 
what great good news was here? 
That Christ, once dead, is risen 
to vanquish all our fear. 

God pours the Holy Spirit 
on all who would believe, 
on women, men, and children 
who would God's grace receive. 
That Spirit knows no limit, 
bestowing life and power. 
The church, formed and reforming, 
responds in every hour. 

O Spirit, sent from heaven 
on that day long ago, 
rekindle faith among us 
in all life's ebb and flow. 
O give us ears to listen 
and tongues aflame with praise, 
so folk of every nation 
glad songs of joy shall raise. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

SENIOR VIDEO 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

Responding to the Word 
OFFERING 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Bearing the Word into the World 

HYMN 300: We are One in the Spirit 
We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord; 
we are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord, 
and we pray that all unity may one day be restored: 



Refrain: 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, 
by our love; 
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand; 
we will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand, 
and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land: (Refrain) 

We will work with each other; we will work side by side; 
we will work with each other; we will work side by side, 
and we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride: (Refrain) 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, 
and all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son, 
and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: (Refrain) 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE We are One in the Spirit arr. Held 
 


