
The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo 
extend a sincere welcome to you. We are grateful for your 
presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, 
nationality, disability, gender, or sexual orientation. This 
includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of 
baptism and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial 
services, and to serve as an officer of the church. 

Please join us outside for fellowship after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it 
in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

We Gather in Christ 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God, bless to me this day, 
God, bless to me this night; 
Bless, O Bless, Thou God of grace, 
Each day and hour of my life; 
Bless, O Bless, Thou God of grace, 
Each day and hour of my life. 
God, bless the pathway on which I go, 
God, bless the earth that is beneath my sole; 
Bless, O God, and give to me Thy love, 
O God of gods, bless my rest and repose; 
Bless, O God, and give to me Thy love, 
And bless, O God of gods, my repose. 

PRELUDE Allegro Maestoso 
Susan Clambey, guest organist 

G.F. Handell 

WELCOME & CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
We lift up our eyes to the hills— 
from where will our help come?  
Our help comes from the LORD, 
who made heaven and earth. 

God will not let your foot be moved; 
he who keeps you will not slumber.  
He who keeps Israel 
will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD is our keeper; 
the LORD is our shade at our right hand.  
The sun shall not strike us by day, 
nor the moon by night. 

The LORD will keep us from all evil; 
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he will keep our life.  
The LORD will keep 
our going out and our coming in 
from this time on and forevermore. 

*HYMN 687: Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 
Our God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home: 

Beneath the shadow of thy throne 
thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, 
and our defense is sure. 

Before the hills in order stood, 
or earth received its frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, 
to endless years the same. 

A thousand ages in thy sight 
are like an evening gone, 
short as the watch that ends the night 
before the rising sun. 

Time, like an ever rolling stream, 
bears all our years away; 
they fly forgotten, as a dream 
dies at the opening day. 

Our God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while life shall last, 
and our eternal home. 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
God is not far from us.  
When trouble is near, 
God is our help and our refuge. 
Let us confess our sins to God, 
that we might receive mercy. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
We know the commandments: You shall not murder; you shall not commit adultery; you 
shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; you shall not defraud; honor your father 
and your mother. We are sure we follow them, but instead, we cannot let go of the things 
we think we need or what we think is important. We do not follow you, or love you, O God, 
with all our hearts, our minds, our strength. We refrain from giving our whole selves to you. 
Forgive our disobedience, our lack of commitment, and our desire to focus on material 
things instead of on your will for us. In the name of our Teacher, Jesus Christ, who gave his 
whole life for the sake of the gospel. Amen. 



*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
We do not have a high priest  
who is unable to sympathize with our weakness, but we have one 
who in every respect has been tested as we are, 
yet without sin. 
Therefore, you can approach the throne of grace with boldness, 
and you will receive mercy 
and find grace in your time of need. 
In Jesus Christ we find the forgiveness we seek. 

*RESPONSE: God Welcomes All 

 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

GIFT OF MUSIC You are Welcome Here 
2-6 Choir; Eleanor Torpey, soloist; Pam Burns, 

director; Jane Ahlin, piano; Penny Andrist, guitar; 
Bryan Poyzer, bass 

Burrows 

CHILDREN’S TIME: Penny Andrist 

The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: reader, Sue Van Osdel 
Your word, O God, is living and active,  
sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing and able to judge the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart. 
May your Word be for us today 
life and action, 
beacon and gavel. 
In the name of the Living Word, we pray. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 12:1-3 
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father ’s house 
to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

 May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

SECOND LESSON: Mark 10:17-31 



As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, ‘Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No 
one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: “You shall not murder; You shall not 
commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; 
Honor your father and mother.”’ He said to him, ‘Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.’ 
Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give 
the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ When he 
heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it will be for those who have wealth 
to enter the kingdom of God!’ And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to 
them again, ‘Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’ They 
were greatly astounded and said to one another, ‘Then who can be saved?’ Jesus looked at them 
and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.’ 

Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you.’ Jesus said, ‘Truly I 
tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 
or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now 
in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—
and in the age to come eternal life. 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

SERMON: The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey 

*HYMN 722: Lord, Speak to Me 
Lord, speak to me that I may speak 
in living echoes of your tone. 
As you have sought, so let me seek 
your erring children lost and lone. 

O lead me, Lord, that I may lead 
the wandering and the wavering feet. 
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed 
your hungering ones with manna sweet. 

O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
the precious truths which you impart. 
And wing my words that they may reach 
the hidden depths of many a heart. 

O fill me with your fullness, Lord, 
until my very heart o'erflow 
in kindling thought and glowing word, 
your love to tell, your praise to show. 

O use me, Lord, use even me, 
just as you will, and when, and where 
until your blessed face I see, 
your rest, your joy, your glory share. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 



God’s only Son, our Lord. Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

A SENDING SERVICE FOR PILGRIMS TRAVELING TO SALTER PATH, NC 

Pam Burns, Colleen Ford-Dunker, Cindy Keney, Nancy Johnson, Brian McClure, Dorothy 

McClure, Nancy Norris, Pru Olson, Karen Rivers, Mike Wavra, and Amy Wilkens 

INTRODUCTION 
May God, our strength and salvation, be with you all. 
And also with you… 

LITANY OF INTERCESSION / PILGRIM PRAYER 
God is the beginning and the end of our life's pilgrimage.  
Let us call upon the Lord with confidence. 
Lord, be our constant companion on our journey. 

Lead us, Lord, gently, pervasively, irresistibly, increasingly, so that we walk our pilgrim 
way steadily, and find the place of our resurrection. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Lead us, Lord, so that we neither dally nor disobey, nor turn aside, nor stand still, nor 
stumble, nor turn back in loyalty to old gods who will not bless us. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Lead us, Lord, as a felt presence, as a constant companion, as a counselor in perplexity, as 
our first, fast, last friend. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Lead us, Lord, by the restlessness of spiritual longing, by the hope of finding our true home, 
by the yearning of a hungry heart. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Lead us, Lord, by grace to gratitude, by gratitude to generosity of spirit, by generosity to 
mercy, that we may cultivate a compassionate heart. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Lead us, Lord, through your loving embrace, so that we do not forget or fall away, but 
remain steadfast and loyal, joyful and true on our journey with you. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Lord, you are the way the truth and the life — you always show mercy toward those who love 
you and you are never far away from those who seek you. Remain with your servants on this 
holy pilgrimage and guide their way in accord with your will. Shelter them with your 
protection by day, give them the light of your grace by night, and, as their companion on the 
journey, bring them to their destination in safety. We ask this through Christ our Lord, the one 
who taught us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 



debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

Responding to the Word 

OFFERING 

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*HYMN 726: Will You Come and Follow Me 
“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown; will you let my name be known; 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?” 

“Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?” 

“Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?” 

“Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?” 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

*BENEDICTION 

 
POSTLUDE Hornpipe G.F. Handel 



Pillows! Pillows! We continue to shower the YWCA 
shelter with new pillows that each person staying at the 
shelter gets to keep when they leave. May these women 
and children always have a safe and soft place to lay 
their heads at night. You may bring new pillows to the 
West Coat Room.  

Covenant Of Prayer: Mary Bohnenblust; those who are 
experiencing homelessness in our community; and our 
sister congregation in Chogoria, Kenya. 

A Peek @ Next Week: We will be enjoying music by the Sanctuary Choir and view a Stewardship Video. 

Holy Buckets: For the month of October, Holy Buck-
ets will support the Homeless and Hungry Project. We 
will collect the following: laundry detergent, cleaning 
supplies, paper towels, toilet paper, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, shaving cream, new/gently used winter 
wear, new/gently used shoes/boots, children’s books. 
Some of the winter wear will also be shared with the 
children of Bdecan Presbyterian Church. You may 
place your donations in the green buckets in the foyer. 

October 10, 2021 

It’s Not Too Late! If you have not yet paid Per Capita 
for 2021, it’s definitely not too late! The office will be 
accepting payments through the end of the year. Your 
contribution will be reflected on your giving record and 
will be greatly appreciated to help offset the Per Capita 
Apportionment payment sent to the Presbytery. 2021 
rate = $48.00 per confirmed member. 

This offering is how Presbyterians: 

• Mutually share the costs of coming together to dis-
cern the Spirit’s leading for the future. 

• Are trained to become better elders and ministers. 

• Discern God’s call in their lives. 

• Participate in the life of the wider church by serving 
on GA committees and commissions.  

• Participate in the life of the Church universal as we 
commit ourselves to work and live in fellowship 
with “all persons in every nation” (Book of Order, 
G-4.0101) 

Per Capita apportionment applies only to confirmed 
members of your household. If you are unsure as to 
whether or not you have paid your per capita, please 
contact the office at 701-293-6311. 

Peace & Global Witness: Gifts to this offering will 
be received through the end of October. 

PW News: Our YWCA Shelter representative has 
asked all who are able to help the PW with the urgent 
needs of our YWCA shelter. We will be collecting 
shampoo and/or conditioner  until October 19. These 
items can be placed in the YWCA bin in the West Coat 
Room. Of course, we are happy to receive anything on 
their "urgent needs" list.  

The PW Board will meet on Tuesday, October 12, at 
10:00 am via ZOOM. There is no general meeting this 
month. 

Circles will meet on Tuesday, October 19, at 2:00 
pm via ZOOM, for Lesson 2 of our Bible Study for 
2021-22, What My Grandmothers Taught Me. Pastor 
Mary Holtey will lead us through this lesson. Esther 
Circle will meet at 9:30 am the same day, at the 
home of Jan Carlsen (1012 Park Drive S. 58103). 

It’s Time for Nominations! Do you know someone 
who might be called to serve as a Deacon or Elder of 
FPC? Do you feel the call yourself? If you would like 
to suggest a name for consideration, please let Pastor 
Mary know and she will anonymously pass the name 
along to the nominating committee for consideration. 

ManUP: ManUP, a men’s Bible study, kicks off its 
monthly sessions on October 12 at 6:45 am via 
ZOOM. The group meets on the second Tuesday of 
each month, October-May. Intended to help men under-
stand what the Bible says in relation to what is ex-
pected of a Christian man, the study this year examines 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. A copy of the study guide 
can be obtained at Hebrews: An Open Door to God | 
Presbyterian Mission Agency or you can request a copy 
and ask for a Zoom invitation from Bruce Maylath at 
ring4linguist@yahoo.com. No advance preparation is 
required for each month’s study. 

Wish to Join the Prayer Chain? Periodically, during 
the course of any given year, prayer requests are made 
and given to the prayer chain for their additional pray-
er. If you wish to be part of the prayer chain, contact 
Pastor Mary to add your name to the chain. Confiden-
tial prayer requests will be given to you via email. 
Come and be part of this gentle and vital ministry. 

Join Us for Lunch! The Stewardship Committee has 
invited our friends from Heart-n-Soul Community Café 
to prepare box lunches for us after worship TODAY. 
Weather permitting, chairs and tables will be provided 
in the outdoor court yard, or take lunch home with you. 
Gluten free and vegetarian options available. The Pay-
What-You-Can model of HnS will be used. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/hebrews-open-door-god/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/hebrews-open-door-god/
mailto:ring4linguist@yahoo.com


FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Colleen Ford-Dunker, Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, 
Ryan Johnston, Kurt Kooyer, Elaine Rudd (clerk), 
Scott Swanholm, Paula Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa, 
Becky Trumbo, and Jeff Wilkens. 

Deacons: Brenda Deckard, Ed Deckard, Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Jane Mathew (moderator), Bob Mor-
ton, Karen Rivers, Andrea Smith, Kathleen Thomas, 
Debbie Tight, and Amy Wilkens. 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

L: Live Stream Option, H: Hybrid, Z: Zoom 

Sunday, October 10 

11:30 Stewardship Lunch / ZOOM Coffee Hr. (Z) 

12:00 Confirmation  

Monday, October 11 

1:00 Music Club Program –FREE 

5:30 EduCon Cmt. (H) 

Tuesday, October 12 

6:45 ManUP (Z) 

8:30 Bulletin Articles Due 

10:00 PW Board (Z) 

5:30 Board of Deacons 

Wednesday, October 13 

5:30 Genesis Ringers / St. Andrew’s Brass 

6:15 Youth Choirs / Westminster Ringers 

6:30 Compass #4 

7:00 Youth Group 

7:30 Sanctuary Choir 

Thursday, October 14 

6:00 Compass #5 

Friday, October 15   No Church Events 

Saturday, October 16   No Church Events 

Sunday, October 17 

9:15 Sunday School for ALL 

10:30 Worship Service (L) 

11:30 Outdoor Fellowship / ZOOM Coffee Hour (Z) 

12:00 Confirmation 

Church Staff 
Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-Head of Staff, Associate Pastor 

Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 
Bryan Poyzer-Adult Choir Director 

Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 
Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 

Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 

Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 
Drew Brovold-Custodian 

 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

For Your Information 
October 3 Worship Attendance: 

129 in person, 30 Livestreamed  

Contributions Received: $4,871.00 

Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 9:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

 

Church Information 
Office Hours: 

M-TH, 8:30am-4:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
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