
In 1977 this congregation celebrated its centennial.  As a gift to the church, PW – Presbyterian 
Women (back then called UPW – United Presbyterian Women) stitched a panel, a needlepoint, 
for each of the 12 disciples. Back then the chancel area had a railing, or a barrier of sorts, about 
right here.  In Calvin’s day, it may have even been called a fence to separate the chancel from the 
rest of the sanctuary.  These 12 panels of needlepoint where beautifully installed in that railing.  
In the 80s the chancel was remodeled to open it up.  The railing was removed and the panels have 
been installed in front of the choir loft.  Four other panels of Calvin and Knox, Martha and Mary, 
baptism, and communion hang in the Gathering Space.  Then there’s the kneeling bench.  I asked 
Kayla to put a picture of it along the bottom of the frame as I reference it in today’s message. A 
kneeling bench can be used at weddings or ordinations, which we have done here, but most of all 
we’ve used it at the time of confirmation, which is why I’m mentioning it today.  The needlepoint 
of the bench was stitched by Odie Maier and Mary Bohnenblust.  Odie, I never knew, but Mary 
is still a member of our church.  The artistry of all these panels, as well as the kneeling bench is 
truly amazing, a real gift of love to the church. 

Many of you will recall the extensive renovation we did in the church around 2000.  Well, in 
order to keep it safe and away from dust, the kneeling bench – the removeable padded part, was 
carefully wrapped up in plastic and safely stored away.  The following year, when the renovations 
were complete and things were returned to their places, this carefully wrapped, lovingly stitched 
kneeling bench was no where to be found.  We had the wood frame but no bench.  I wondered if 
someone had stored it at home; I shuttered to think it had been accidentally thrown out.  In the 
meantime Steve Dawson was gracious enough to build a padded bench for us to use.  I was 
grateful for his generosity!  About 10 years or so later, Rick walked into my office carrying the 
carefully wrapped, stitched kneeling bench, still in pristine condition.  It was way up high in the 
north storage room, behind something, safe as could be.  

Today we celebrate our confirmation class.  We recorded the actual confirmation last Sunday, 
and include in this service, so you will be able to watch as well, and join in, as we welcome these 
10 new members into the church.  For reasons that are perhaps serendipitous, standing next to the 
kneeling bench as each confirmand knelt while their passage was read, I was particularly moved 
by the stitching on the bench, by the words and by the symbols.  I had seen it many times before 
but this was different. 

The needlepoint in its entirety is meant to celebrate God’s Gift of Grace as unconditional and 
unmerited.  It outlines for us our Christian journey with Christ, and in response to God’s Grace.  
In the center is the cross, intersecting the words Love and Joy, love reaching down and joy 
reaching out, reconciling us with God and God with us.  The shared “O” symbolizes our oneness 
in Christ, our obedience to God, and our openness on the journey to Christian growth.  There are 
two texts from the Gospel of John that share the face of the needlepoint with the cross:  “Love 
one another as I have loved you,” and “If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples.”  
The words circling the cross are part of our walk with Christ.  Revelation, Promise, 
Companionship, and Forgiveness are ways God comes to us; Repentance, Reconciliation, 
Worship, Faith, Obedience and Hope are ways we come to God as Christ’s disciples.  Butterflies, 
symbolizing hope and new life adorn the entire needlepoint.  This first letter of John is said to be 
“a commentary on the Gospel of John for a new generation,” [Feasting on the Word, Year B, Vol 
2, p. 443] and today’s text is a stunningly succinct summary of the two great themes of the Gospel 
of John, as well as the two verses stitched into the kneeling bench -  we should believe in the 
Word, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and we should love one another as he has loved us.   
-words to live by as our confirmands confess their faith, words for those of us more seasoned in 
the faith as well.   



It’s easy for us to get a bit tripped up right out of the gate with this text when we’re told, as 
Christians, we ought to lay down our lives for one another.  Does he really mean death?  Yes.  
The reality, though, few are called to make this ultimate sacrifice for the sake of the good of the 
people, but some do.  We may be reminded of theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer who stood up to 
Hitler and the Third Reich and paid with his life, or Martin Luther King, Jr who doubted he’d 
make it to the Promised Land with his people, but pressed on anyway, or Archbishop Oscar 
Romero who did the same thing.  These are names we know and read about in history books.  
And then much more frequently, those whose names are known by only a few – someone jumping 
into a river to save another, or a burning building or a crumbling tower, or any number of 
battlefields in our lives.  More commonly, when the author of First John says we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another, he means we ought to give others what they need from our 
abundant resources, open our hearts to the needs that are visible. For Christians, self-sacrifice 
should be ordinary, shouldn’t it?  It should be expected.  I remember watching a news story with 
a colleague, about a church feeding hungry people.  He quipped to me, “since when are Christians 
feeding hungry people news?”  Showing our love by giving of ourselves to one another is 
ordinary, an everyday commandment for ordinary Christians.  Scripture reminds us, “How does 
God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need, and 
yet refuses to help?  Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.” 

A few days ago I stepped into Kayla’s office.  She was at her computer, working on new artwork 
for the online service for Pentecost.  Pentecost could be represented by a dove, or a flame or wind.  
We wondered how does one draw wind?  Well you can’t, but you can draw the effects of wind.  
Love is known by its action, by the effects.  How do we know God’s love?  By God’s action of 
sending Christ into the world and laying down his life for us.  The same is true for us.  How will 
others know our love?  By our action, by our willingness to self-sacrifice for the good of others, 
by our willingness to lay down our lives for one another. 

In a few moments our confirmands will kneel on the two texts that summarize the entire Gospel 
of John – we should believe in the name of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, and we should love one 
another.  All who do this will abide in Christ, and Christ will abide in them. 

The class will be asked to confess their faith by the answering of 4 questions.  When the questions 
are asked, I invite you to reaffirm your faith by answering with the class. 

Who is your Lord and Savior? 

Do you trust in him? 

Do you intend to be his disciple, to obey his word and to show his love? 

Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, and will you seek the fellowship of the Church 
wherever you may be? 

My friends, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.  Amen. 

 


