“For THIS I Toil”

"THAT WE MAY PRESENT
EVERYONE MATURE IN CHRIST™

Col. 1:28-29; 3:5-17,23-24; Eph. 4:11-16



|
2% Him we proclaim, warning everyone
and teaching everyone with all wisdom,
that we may present everyone mature
in Christ. ¢’ For this | toil, struggling with
all his energy that he powerfully works
within me.
Colossians 1:28-29

ESV



3 Questions that we nled to ask about
Paul's “toiling:
. What is Paul's desired outcome from his
toiling?
2. How do we toil and struggle with all
Cod's energy so that we may present

everyone mature in Christ?
3. What's Paul's motivation?




1. Paul’s Desired Outcome

From His Toiling
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2% Him we proclaim, warning everyone
and teaching everyone with all wisdom,
that we may present everyone mature
in Christ. ¢’ For this | toil, struggling with
all his energy that he powerfully works
within me.
Colossians 1:28-29

ESV
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' And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, ' to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ, ° until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ,

Ephesians 4:11-16 ESV



so that we may no Iong‘:lger be children, tossed to
and fro by the waves and carried about by every

wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in
deceitful schemes. " Rather, speaking the truth in

love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is

the head, into Christ, '® from whom the whole body,

joined and held together by every joint with which it
is equipped, when each part is working properly,

makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
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Paul's Desired outcome from

his toiling?
* Jo present everyone
mature in Christ
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II. How Paul Toiled




° Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk in him, / rooted and built
up in him and established in the faith, just

as you were taught, abounding in

thanksgiving.

Colossians 2:6-7 ESV |
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3 |f then you have been'raised with Christ, seek ]
the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. ¢ Set your

minds on things that are above, not on things
that are on earth. ° For you have died, and your
ife is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ
who is your life appears, then you also will
appear with him in glory.

ESV |

Colossians 3:1-17



Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: |
sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire,
and covetousness, which is idolatry. ° On
account of these the wrath of God is coming.
”In these you too once walked, when you were
iving in them. © But now you must put them al
away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
obscene talk from your mouth.



“Do not lie to one andther, seeing that you
have put off the old self with its practices '° and
have put on the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge after the image of its
creator. ' Here there is not Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.



Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience, > bearing
with one another and, if one has a complaint
against another, forgiving each other; as the
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.
“* And above all these put on love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony.



~ And let the peace 'of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one
body. And be thankful. ©° Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing
one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in
your hearts to God.



' And whatever you do, in word or deed, do

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.



How did Paul toil and how Do
we'?
o With Christ's energy,

putting to death flesh and
putting on LOVE
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II1. Motivation for Toiling:]
x



°>\Whatever you do, work heartily, as for
the Lord and not for men, % knowing that
from the Lord you will receive the

inheritance as your reward. You are
serving the Lord Christ.

ESV |
Colossians 3:23-24 '



.
What's Paul's motivation
behind toiling?

* To glority God!ll




Action Step: |
» With Christ's energy, put on
HIS love so that we can toil
fO present everyone mature

pbefore Jesus for HIS glory!



My Life's Mission Statement:
e “|Imitating Jesus by
training up disciples to full

maturity for the glory of
Cod.”
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