


❖ CALL TO WORSHIP from Luke 2 & Isaiah 9

Leader: Come, let us worship our God and King!

People: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth  
peace to those on whom his favor rests!

Leader: The people walking in darkness have seen  
a great light; on those living in the land  
of the shadow of death a light has dawned.

People: Jesus Christ is our life and light!

❖ O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 
ADESTE FIDELIS, John Francis Wade

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold him born the King of angels

Refrain:
O come let us adore him 
O come let us adore him
O come let us adore him  
Christ the Lord

God of God, Light of Light
Lo he abhors not the Virgin’s womb
Very God begotten not created (Ref)

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above
Glory to God in the highest (Ref)

Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning
Jesus to thee be all glory given
Word of the Father, late in flesh appearing (Ref)

❖ PRAYER OF ADORATION

O God, you have caused this holy night  
to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 

Grant that we, who have known the mystery  
of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him  
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the  
Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

❖ Congregation Stands 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
DECEMBER 24, 2023

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST



THE FIRST LESSON LaVerne Gilliam (2:30) 
Genesis 3:8-15        Tami & Justin Clark (4:00) 

John Lewis (5:30)

The Lord pronounces judgment upon Satan and promises  
the Redeemer to come from the seed of the woman

❖ O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 
VENI EMMANUEL, Bob Kauflin and Steve Cook, Latin antiphons

O come, O come Emmanuel  
And ransom captive Israel  
That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear

O come, O come true prophet of the Lord  
And turn the key to heaven’s door 
Be thou our comforter and guide  
And lead us to the Father’s side

Rejoice, rejoice  
Emmanuel shall by his word our darkness dispel

O come our great High Priest and intercede  
Thy sacrifice our only plea  
The judgment we no longer fear 
Thy precious blood has brought us near

Rejoice, rejoice  
Emmanuel has banished every fear of hell

O Come thou King of nations, bring  
An end to all our suffering  
Bid every pain and sorrow cease  
And reign now as our Prince of Peace

Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel  
Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel  
Rejoice, rejoice  
Emmanuel shall come again with us to dwell 

THE SECOND LESSON Caroline Carney & John Carney (2:30)                    
Genesis 22:15-18; Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Audrey Hinton & Joel Sterling (4:00) 

Brooke McAfee & Luke Pine (5:30)

The Lord illustrates and announces his intention
to deliver his people through the Christ child



COME, O REDEEMER, COME  
Fernando Ortega

Father enthroned on high, holy, holy 
Ancient, eternal Light hear our prayer

Chorus: 
Come O Redeemer come  
Grant us mercy 
Come O Redeemer, come  
Grant us peace

THE THIRD LESSON Ted Prouty (2:30)            
Isaiah 11:1-9 Corbin Schwinger (4:00) 

Mary Elizabeth & Liam Whitfield (5:30)

The prophet Isaiah foreshows  
the peace that Christ will bring

COME, O REDEEMER, COME

Lord save us from the dark of our striving  
Faithless and troubled hearts weighed down

Chorus: 
Come O Redeemer come  
Grant us mercy 
Come O Redeemer, come  
Grant us peace

THE FOURTH LESSON LaVerne Gilliam (2:30)                                                   
Matthew 1:18-25 Tami & Justin Clark (4:00) 

John Lewis (5:30)

The angel of the Lord appears to Joseph and announces  
the birth of Jesus through the virgin Mary

COME, O REDEEMER, COME

Look now upon our need, Lord be with us 
Heal us and make us free from our sin

Chorus: 
Come O Redeemer come  
Grant us mercy 
Come O Redeemer, come  
Grant us peace



THE ADVENT CANDLES The Hazel & Bill Cross Family (2:30)
The Elizabeth & Mark Barta Family (4:00) 

The Katie & Toby Whitehead Family (5:30)

Leader: The Advent wreath helps us remember the  
miracle of God’s becoming a man for our sake.

The wreath is a circle, causing us to remember  
the eternity of God’s love for us and for  
all humanity. It is decked with green boughs,  
causing us to remember the newness of life  
we have in Christ Jesus. 

The first candle reminds us of the  
prophets’ hope for God’s salvation to come. 

The second candle reminds us of Jesus’ humility  
in coming to earth and being born in a stall. 

The third candle reminds us of the joy  
of the shepherds as they heard the  
good news of Jesus’ arrival. 

The fourth candle reminds us of the  
angels’ song of peace for all the earth.

People: The fifth candle reminds us  
of the glorious mystery of the incarnation,  
as we find in the Gospel of John,  
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”

Leader: So let us stand and sing as we celebrate  
the coming of God to the world!

❖ ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH  
GLORIA, Traditional French carol

Angels we have heard on high  
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains

Refrain:   
Gloria in excelsis Deo  
Gloria in excelsis Deo

Shepherds why this jubilee  
Why your joyous strains prolong  
Say what may the tidings be  
Which inspire your heav'nly song (Ref)

Come to Bethlehem and see  
Him whose birth the angels sing  
Come adore on bended knee  
Christ the Lord, the newborn King (Ref)



❖ THE PEACE OF GOD

Leader: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And also with you!

THE OFFERING

IT CAME TO PASS 
Andrew Peterson

 

THE FIFTH LESSON Ted Prouty (2:30)            
Luke 2:1-7 Corbin Schwinger (4:00) 

Mary Elizabeth & Liam Whitfield (5:30)

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus

WHAT CHILD IS THIS 
GREENSLEEVES, Traditional English carol

What child is this who laid to rest 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping
This, this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing
Haste, haste to bring him laud  
The babe, the son of Mary

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh
Come peasant, King to own him
The King of Kings salvation brings 
Let loving hearts enthrone him
Raise, raise the song on high  
The virgin sings her lullaby
Joy, joy for Christ is born  
The babe, the son of Mary

THE SIXTH LESSON Ellie Deegan & Molly McDonald (2:30)                                 
Luke 2:8-20 Janie Bartholomew & Thomas Jackson (4:00) 

Charlotte Cavanaugh & Will Johnson (5:30)

The shepherds go to the manger

THE HOMILY



❖ SILENT NIGHT 
Joseph Mohr & Franz Gruber 

Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child  
Holy infant, so tender and mild  
Sleep in heavenly peace  
Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night 
Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sings alleluia  
Christ the Savior is born  
Christ the Savior is born

Silent night holy night 
Wondrous star lend thy light 
With the angels let us sing  
Alleluia to our King  
Christ the Savior is born  
Christ the Savior is born

❖ THE SEVENTH LESSON                           
1 John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15-20

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the  
Incarnation of our Lord and praises the incarnate, 

resurrected Lord Jesus

❖ HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy, Charles Wesley, & Matt Maher

Hark the herald angels sing  
Glory to the newborn King  
Peace on earth and mercy mild  
God and sinners reconciled  
Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies 
With th'angelic host proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark the herald angels sing  
Glory to the newborn King



Musicians

Mark Austin trumpet
Joe Beam drums
Joe Deegan guitar & vocals
Micaela Dougan vocals
Conrad Guthrie bass
Clay Holland liturgy
Stephen Jones keyboard
Scott Mochon electric guitar & mandolin
John Trapp homily
Steven Wiggs cello
Andrés Zelaya liturgy

Audio/Visual Team

Zach Day audio
Matt Dreyer projections
Adam Holt projections
Billie McKee camera
Collette McMurtrey camera
Namath Naif audio
Alex Rollo camera
Arjan Voogt projections
Natalie Voogt video director
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Christ by highest heav'n adored  
Christ the everlasting Lord  
Late in time behold him come  
Offspring of the Virgin's womb  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see  
Hail th'incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell  
Jesus our Emmanuel  
Hark the herald angels sing  
Glory to the newborn King

❖ BENEDICTION

Minister: May Jesus Christ, the sun of righteousness, 
who comes with healing in his wings, 
fill you with joy and peace 

                 that passes all understanding.

May the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always.

People: Thanks be to God. Amen.

❖ HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace  
Hail the Sun of Righteousness  
Light and life to all he brings  
Ris'n with healing in his wings 
Mild he lays his glory by  
Born that man no more may die  
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth  
Hark the herald angels sing 
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Rosie McWhorter Billie McKee

Teresa Garcia Amy Curry, Carolyn Sparkes

The Children's Ministry Staff Will McKee

The Fox Family Our Community Group

The Holton Family Joyce and Bill McMoran
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Your Church Family The Deacons and Deacon 
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New Year’s Eve 
Sunday Morning Services 
9:00 & 10:30 am 

• No Sunday School for children through 
adults 

• Children's Worship at 9:00 am 
• Nursery Care: 8 weeks - PreK during both 

services

Midweek Prayer 
January 10, 12:00 - 12:30 pm, 
The Sanctuary 

We are taking a break for the holidays 
and will meet again on January 10. 
Everyone is invited to join us on 
Wednesdays at noon when our church 
gathers for 30 minutes of prayer led by 
our pastors. Together we spend time 
praying Scripture, sitting in moments of 
silent prayer, and praying for members of 
our church who have requested prayer. 
All are welcome.

College Students Sunday School Class 
January 7 and 14, 10:30 am, Room A300 

We are excited to offer a class 
especially for college students over the 
holidays, taught by Christ the King 
Elder, Gill Dolan. Invite your friends and 
join us! 

Adult Sunday Morning Class 
January 7, 9:00 & 10:30 am, The 3rd 
Floor 

Join us starting January 7 for a new 
Adult Sunday Morning Class on 
Hebrews. We are all tempted to drift 
away from Jesus, but in the book of 
Hebrews God gives us an anchor: a 
detailed understanding of how and why 
Jesus is better than anything else.  

You can jump into this class at any 
time, even if it is your first time visiting 
a Sunday School. All are welcome! No 
registration necessary.



Men’s Retreat 
February 16-18, Stoney Creek Ranch, 
New Ulm, TX 

You’re invited to a weekend filled with 
encouraging, gospel-centered teachings 
as we grow closer in community and 
relationship with God. There will be 
plenty of time for pickleball, skeet 
shooting, ropes courses, fishing, whiffle 
ball, bonfires, board games, nature 
walks and much more! Our speaker will 
be Keith Berger, with Reformed 
University Fellowship. Sign up at 
christtheking.com/men.

Made With Love Meals Available 

Every month volunteers gather to make 
meals so that anyone can grab them and 
bring them to someone in their life who 
needs care. Please stop by the kitchen 
today to grab a free meal!  

Before exciting the Sanctuary through the 
narthex, turn right and go through the 
wooden, double doors. There you will see 
our kitchen. Turn right again and the 
freezer on your right is filled with meals!

Young Adults Monthly Meals 
Thursday, January 11, 7:30 pm,  
13730 Alchester 

Join us for a great meal hosted by a 
family from the church! Every month we 
gather in the homes of our broader 
church family to enjoy a home-cooked 
meal and fellowship. Invite your friends 
and join us!

Bible Study 
Join us as we study Exodus and journey 
through the story of how God shepherds 
his newly-liberated children into an 
understanding of what their freedom 
means. And with fresh perspective, ask 
what these stories teach God's children 
today about how to live as those set free. 
  
The second part of this study starts with 
a new book. If you would like to join a 
small group, now is the perfect time! 
Sign up and learn more at 
christtheking.com/men or 
christtheking.com/women.



The gospel is the good news that God is restoring all things unto himself in and 
through Jesus Christ. The gospel speaks to the fact that Jesus Christ, as Savior 
and Lord, is redeeming all things unto himself, and that includes individuals who 
cast aside attempts to find salvation in anyone or anything else and trust in 
Christ alone. But why is trust in Christ necessary, and what does it mean to 
trust him? One way to understand this trust is through the “Five Cs” of the 
gospel. 

Character of God  
Who is God? The Bible affirms that God is loving, compassionate, and a friend of 
sinners. But it also affirms that he, who is one God in three persons (Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit) is holy, just, immense, eternal, invisible, all-powerful, 
incomprehensible, all knowing, and perfect in all he is and does. He is the 
Almighty King over all creation.  
Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 1:8; Revelation 4:1-11 

Condition of Man  
Who am I? We must see ourselves the way God sees us. The Bible affirms that 
human beings are created in the image of God; therefore, they are the crown 
jewel of creation, endowed with dignity and the weight of glory. However, that’s 
only part of the story. Due to the fall of Adam, our first parent, all human beings 
are dead in sin, falling short of the glory of God, and are unable to do anything to 
merit a restored relationship with God. There is a chasm that separates us as 
sinners from God, and we can do nothing on our own to bridge that gap.  
Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:4-8; Isaiah 64:6; Ephesians 2:1-3 

Cross of Christ  
What must be done for a sinful person such as I to have a restored relationship 
with a holy God? God alone can provide the way, and he has – not by anything 
we have done but by sending his Son and our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus lived a life of complete obedience to his Heavenly Father, perfectly 
keeping the commands of God’s law that we are unable to fulfill. He then took 
the punishment and guilt of our sins on his shoulders and put them to death by 
dying on the cross in our place. When Jesus died, he completed the work that 
had to be done to secure our salvation. Only Jesus can bridge the gap between 
God and us.  
Romans 3:21-26; Ephesians 2:4-7; Revelation 5:9-10  

Coming to Faith in Christ  
How can the benefits of the cross of Christ be personally appropriated? Only by 
faith alone in Christ alone. Though salvation is totally of God, coming to faith in 
Christ, or conversion, involves us turning from autonomous independence to 
submissive trust in Christ alone for our acceptance before God by faith. Faith 
involves the entire person (intellect, emotion and will). It is not just assent to a 
body of propositional statements, nor an emotional moment of spiritual 
awareness. True faith is recognition of your sinfulness before a holy God, sorrow 
for your sin, and a wholesale embrace of Christ alone for your salvation.  
John 14:6; Romans 5:1-2; Ephesians 2:8-9  

Course of Life  
How then, ought a Christian to live? The Christian is one who stands in grace. 
And that grace will, at a heart level, produce life transformation. There is no 
such thing as a Christian who knows Jesus as Savior, but not as Lord and King. If 
you are united to Christ by faith, God has given you the gift of the Holy Spirit 
who leads you in sanctification (the process of God working in your life to make 
you more and more like Christ). The Christian is called to walk with the King and 
serve him gladly all the days of his life as his salvation is worked out, trusting 
that he who began a good work in you will carry it out unto completion.  
Romans 8:1-11; Philippians 1:6

Coming to Know the King



Ministry Budget Update

2023 Ministry Budget  $ 5,580,000
Received as of 12/17  $ 4,407,861
Variance  $ (1,172,139)

Giving to Christ the King 
It is by your consistent generosity that we are able to 
support our Mission Partners in Houston and around the 
world and continue life changing ministry here at Christ 
the King. You can give today by placing checks or cash in 
the offering plate as it comes by. And you can always give 
at christtheking.com/giving. 

Congregational Prayers 
Can we pray for you? Let us know at christtheking.com/care or contact 
catherine.duffin@christtheking.com. 

Deacons at Christ the King 
The deacons come alongside our church body to assist with needs like 
encouragement and prayer, budgeting and financial coaching, and helping 
widows and elderly. If you have a need, or know of a need, please 
email them at deacons@christtheking.com. 

The Barnabas Center 
We are honored to help you find healing, understanding, and hope in your 
life and current circumstances through Christ-centered professional 
counseling. Please visit our website at barnabascenterhou.com  for more 
information and to connect with a counselor. 

Care at Christ the King

Pastors at Christ the King

Clay Holland  Pastor, Family Ministry 
John Trapp  Senior Pastor 
Andrés Zelaya  Pastor, Adult Ministry

Our staff is excited to come alongside you as you grow in your worship of 
Christ and your love and care for one another. Please contact any of us 
with questions or needs. 

You can find contact information for all of our staff and pastors at 
christtheking.com/staff.
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